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Project Review Information Requirements

The Department of Fisheries and Oceans – Fish Habitat Management, Eastern Arctic Area (DFO-FHM) is responsible for the review of projects proposed to occur in and around water in Nunavut, for compliance with the Fisheries Act. This entails a review of the potential effects a project may have on fish and fish habitat, which may include; alteration to the bed or bank of a watercourse, impediments to fish passage, impacts due to the use of explosives and entrainment of fish in water intakes. DFO-FHM also administers some reviews on behalf of Canadian Coast Guard for projects subject to the Navigable Waters Protection Act.  To allow for an expeditious review of a project DFO-FHM requires well documented information about the site conditions and the project. Photographs, diagrams and maps of the project and site are very useful.  An information requirement guide is listed below.  Not all elements may be relevant to your particular project.

	Proponent: 

· Company or agency, contact name

· Address, phone, fax, e-mail

Project Location Detail: 

· Town, city or community (or nearest)

· Nearest waterbody and nearest major drainage

· map, incl. map sheet number, lat./long, UTM

· name of roadway and km mark

Project Description:

· project description incl.work description (culvert crossing, bridge, intake, infilling, pipeline, etc)

· description of need for project

· alternatives considered (design, relocation etc.) and reasons for rejection

Construction Plans:

· proposed start and completion dates

· methods of construction  

· detailed site description (incl. diagrams, photos)

· details of materials and machinery to be used 
· explosives to be used 
· operation and maintenance plans  

Navigation:

· use of waterway for recreation, commerce, transportation 
· potential effects on navigation

· plan view and profile drawings

· lease and/or lot number

· advertising of project  

· waterway width, depth, or obstructions


	Fish and Fish Habitat Present:

· detailed area description (incl. photos)

· description of fish habitat (incl. river or lake bottom substrates such as silt, sand, or cobble)

· presence of sensitive habitats  (spawning, migration corridors etc.)

· description of aquatic and riparian vegetation

· fish community and lifestage present 

· depth and watercourse width  

· max/min water flows, currents

· turbidity and sediment loads (total suspended solids) 

· sport, commercial, subsistence fishery present

Potential Environmental Effects and Mitigation Measures to Protect Fish Habitat

· potential effects on fish or fish habitat

· potential effects of environment on project

· area (in m2) to be impacted 

· measures to avoid sensitive periods and habitat areas (i.e., spawning beds, migration corridors)

· measures to avoid physical impacts on habitat 

· measures to maintain flows and fish passage

· measures to avoid sedimentation  

· measures to avoid spills(spill contingency plan)

Compensation/Monitoring:

· habitat compensation/site restoration plan

· on site construction monitoring plan

· post construction monitoring plan

contingency plans


Please note:  Additional information may be required by DFO-FHM and other federal agencies contacted for advice under the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement and/or Canadian Environmental Assessment Act. 

Fish habitat is any area that fish depend on directly or indirectly to carry out their life processes (i.e. food, cover, spawning, nursery, migration), at any life stage (i.e. egg, larval, juvenile, adult).  Please note: reference to “fish” includes; fish, shellfish, crustaceans and marine mammals. 
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