
1



The Nunavut Water Board began operations in 1996.

The Board is made up of 9 members, all appointed by the Federal Minister responsible for 
Indigenous Affairs (currently CIRNAC).   2 of those members are nominated by the 
Government of Nunavut, 4 nominated by Nunavut Tunngavik, 2 directly appointed by the 
Government of Canada.   The Chair is appointed by the Minister and is generally based on a 
nomination from the NWB membership.
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The NWB has the same powers as a Tribunal.  It makes decisions on its own which are not 
tied to any of the nominating parties or appointing agency.   The NWB holds public 
hearings, reviews license applications, reviews technical reports, issues permits and 
licenses which includes renewals, amendments and cancellations.

The NWB is funded annually by the Federal government under a contribution agreement.   
Funding for core operations (standard day to day operations) is funded annually while
public hearing funding is provided on an as and when needed basis under a separate
budget.   Annual reporting must be provided as a condition of this funding.

The NWB staff and members attend job relevant conferences and meetings and meet in 
person to conduct Board business a minimum of 3 times per year.
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The NWB jurisdiction spans the entire Nunavut Settlement Area as seen here in yellow.
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The NWB draws its responsibilities and authority from the Nunavut Agreement, the 
Nunavut Waters and Nunavut Surface Rights Tribunal Act, the Nunavut Waters Regulations 
and most recently the Nunavut Planning and Project Assessment Act.
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The Nunavut Agreement, Article 13 says the the NWB shall have responsibilities and 
powers over the regulation, use and management of waters in the Nunavut Settlement 
Area.   Specifically, no person may use water or deposit waste into water without the 
approval of the Board unless it is for domestic or emergency use as defined in Section 5 of 
the Northern Inland Water Act.
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No approval or license is required for water use for 
single domestic use purposes, for the purpose of 
putting out a fire, controlling or preventing a flood, for 
emergency use or for use in a national park.
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The NWB issues 3 types of authorizations.  These 
include:

Type “A” licenses which are generally for large 
undertakings.   These usually involve a public hearing.   
For example, a large operational mine using more than 
300 cubic meters of water per day
Type “B” licenses which are generally for small 
undertakings.  These may involve a public hearing, if 
there were public concerns identified during the 
notice period.  For example, a mine exploration camp 
using less than 300 cubic meters of water per day.
Authorized use Without a License which are typically 
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for very low impact activities.   These do not generally 
involve a public hearing.  For example, a short term 
research project using less than 50 cubic meters of 
water per day.
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As per section 55(1) of the Nunavut Waters and 
Nunavut Surface Rights Tribunal Act, the NWB must 
give notice of every application for a license to the 
municipal council in the area affected by the 
application.   The Board must also advertise in the 
newspaper and by any other means possible should 
newspaper not be an option.   This notice invites 
people to comment on an application within a certain 
period of time.

The public can provide comments in writing or orally 
by calling the office.   This interagency working group 
could ask to be included on the NWB’s distribution list 
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for projects in the Baker Lake area and could provide 
comments if they wished to do so.

All application submissions are posted publicly to the 
Board’s FTP site.
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All Type A license applications require a public hearing.

Public hearings can be waived for Type B applications 
if no public concerns are raised during the comment 
period.
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The NWB must actively advertise and distribute 
information related to public hearings including the 
time and date of the meetings as well as the specific 
location within a community.   Promoting public 
awareness is important to help ensure that public 
concerns and feedback are noted on the public record.

Reasonable time will be given to review documents 
and provide feedback to the Board.

Hearings are conducted in the closest affected 
communities.   For some projects, where impacts may 
extend beyond a single community, representatives 
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from other communities may be flown in to participate 
and their expenses are covered by the NWB (airfare, 
accommodations, per diem)
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There are 8 classes of undertakings that the Board 
licenses.   These are:
1.  Industrial (example – quarrying)
2. Mining (example – mine operations)
3. Municipal (example - community water use and 

waste disposal)
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4. Power (example – hydro generation)
5. Agricultural (example – watering crops or 

livestock)
6. Conservation (example – protection of the natural 

environment)
7. Recreational (example – commercial hunting or 

fishing lodge)
8. Other (example – research)
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The NWB issues licenses for the various applications 
received which include terms and conditions under 
which an applicant must operate.   It is the 
responsibility of Federal inspectors to enforce these 
authorizations, not the NWB.   These inspectors get 
their authority under the Nunavut Waters and 
Nunavut Surface Rights Tribunal Act.
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