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Nanisivik Mines Proposed Licence Amendment, NWB1NAN9702





I am responding to your letter, dated February 11th 2000, regarding a request by Nanisivik Mines to amend its water licence NWB1NAN9702 in support of a mineral exploration program.





I consulted with departmental specialists on the requested amendment and concerns were identified with the proposed activity:





The practice of allowing drilling wastes to remain in the hole and spill at the collar, particularly where it is known that they will wash into streams during the spring-melt run-off, should be viewed as unacceptable.  This is based on both the resulting physical damage to aquatic habitat caused by the deposition of fines and the chemical effects associated with calcium chloride.  Calcium Chloride is currently being assessed under the second Priority Substances List for toxicity to aquatic organisms.  Please see the attached information for more details.


Some of the proposed drill locations appear to be on or very near streams.  This should also be viewed as an unacceptable activity.





To better protect the local aquatic environment and to help ensure compliance with Section 36(3) of the Fisheries Act, the water licence should require the applicant to collect drilling wastes and ensure they are disposed in a sump (located at least 30 metres from a water body or drainage system) or in some other manner such that it will not enter water bodies or drainage systems.  In addition, drill holes should not be located within or immediately adjacent to streams.  Ideally, some type of buffer zone should be established, particularly where aquatic life is present or could be affected downstream of the drilling activity.





Please call (669-4737) should you wish to discuss the comments.








	








	Carey Ogilvie


						Environmental Assessment Coordinator


						Northern Division
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