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March 14, 2000

Rita Becker

Licensing Administrator

P.O. Box 119

Gjoa Haven, Nunavut

X0E 1J0

Dear Ms. Becker:

RE: AMENDMENT TO NANISIVIK MINE WATER LICENSE NWB1NAN9702

I am writing you today in response to your letter dated February 11, 2000 in which you requested that any comments or concerns, on the above noted water license, be forwarded to you by March 14, 2000.  The Department of Sustainable Development thanks you for the opportunity to participate in the review of this water license and wishes to offer the following comments:

· The proponent has indicated in section 10 of the application that calcium chloride salt will be added to the drilling water to prevent it from freezing and has indicated (in the application and in a subsequent meeting with the HTO on February 25, 2000) that this drilling water (fluid) will likely be deposited in Kuhulu Lake during the spring runoff period.  The proponent has also indicated that the solution will not likely affect the landlocked char in the lake because it will be diluted by run-off and the water in the lake.  However, the proponent in the February 25th meeting and in the application has admitted that these affects are unknown.
· There may be a potential for the drilling operation to hit sulfide ore.  This could result in the depositing of high sulfide cuttings on the surface, which could be transferred to the lake by spring runoff.  This might contribute to increases in zinc levels to the waters in the lake.
In light of the above it is suggested that the Nunavut Water Board consider requesting that zinc and calcium salts levels in Kuhulu Lake be monitored periodically throughout the drilling and the summer. 

A report should be produced on this monitoring program and placed on file with the NWB.

Once again, thank-you for the opportunity to review the proposed amendment and if you have any questions please feel free to contact me at 867-975-5911.

Sincerely,

Chris Nichols

Manager for CEA & CI  


