NTI Submission: Summary
Primary Issue: The incomplete nature of the initial decommissioning report.

In order for all involved parties to derive maximum benefit, a comprehensive reclamation plan must be developed by the proponent (Breakwater), the Government of Nunavut (GN), Dept of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO), and the community of Arctic Bay.

Specific Issues of Concern

1. Phase 2 Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) / Ecological and Human Health Risk Assessment.

The assessment of site-specific soil quality remediation objectives (SQRO’s) using CCME guidelines to establish contaminant levels should include historical land use patterns as well as expected land use activities. Due to the existence of the mine and mine access roads, the historical land use patterns in the area have been affected. These changed patterns along with the tradition patterns will have to be considered in the establishment of the SQRO’s, to ensure that the site does not become an ecological and human health risk. The strictest CCME thresholds and guidelines should be applied to ensure the site is available for alternate land use purposes, now and in the future.
2. Permafrost effectiveness with respect to Global Warming predictions as it relates to:

a. Tailings dyke stability

b. Cover on Open pits, Landfill, Waste Rock Dump Sites and other areas to be covered for permafrost generation to inhibit Acid Rock Drainage or contaminant confinement.

c. West tailings Area Hydraulic Confinement.

In the decommissioning program presented, no reference to considerations of the effects of global warming is made for these areas. The effects of global warming must be incorporated into these designs.
3. Acid Generation Potential of Waste Rock.

The re-distribution of these rock types is, in the present report, unclear. Available information on the short and long-term acid generation potential of the sites where acid-generating rock has or will be used should be identified and mitigated.
4. Closure Monitoring Period.

The application of stringent environmental guidelines and a longer monitoring period will avoid problems that can often take long periods of time to develop and identify such as acid rock drainage and permafrost effectiveness. 
