Community Issues for the Pre-Hearing:

General Issues:

· Describe NWB specifically

· Describe roles and relationships of IPGs and government regarding mine closure

· How can people submit their concerns? IQ & Inuit cultural procedures.

Specific concerns identified (in order of mention):

· Various government processes

· Reasons for closure

· Water quality affected by contamination from the tailings facility via run-off and creek to the Ocean, affect on fish and marine mammals.

· Water sampling and inspections- spill reports, etc.

· Timing of the hearing

· Plans for Equipment and buildings, remaining infrastructure (roads)- Will heavy equipment be put up for auction- not in NWB mandate

· Guarantees that work will be done as stated, liability and security

· Concerned about variability of weather from year to year. If the company is relying on freezing, how will they assure that the tailing facility will remain frozen? 

· Hazardous waste removal- specifically PCB storage and removal, waste water from process of equipment decontamination   

Questions from the community of Arctic Bay that were identified at the June 5th 2002 community meeting at the Arctic Bay gym:

· Why is the mine closing? Is it to avoid full reclamation costs?

· Can the hearing be postponed one week so that the narwhal hunting is over and the whole community is in town?

· Can the company’s equipment be auctioned?

· How will the community be assured that what is stated in the plan is followed to the letter?

· “Can the government say to the company that they carry out the reclamation plan even though they are out of money? Will the company stop cleaning up if they run out of money?”

· What is the company’s plan for hazardous waste removal, specifically PCB storage and removal, waste water from process of equipment decontamination?   

Others:

· Any contaminants in marine environment studies?
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