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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

MINISTÈRE DE LA JUSTICE  

June 19th, 2003

Mr. Philippe Di Pizzo

Executive Director

P.O. Box 119

Gjoa Haven, NU

X0B 1J0





BY FAX 1 867 360 6369

Dear Mr. Di Pizzo:

Re:  
Licence NWB1NAN0208 – Final Technical Meeting Proposal (HHERA)

GN Response
This is the Government of Nunavut’s fifth letter responding, to the HHERA and Phase 2 ESA Reports submitted by Canzinco/ Breakwater Resources Ltd. pursuant to License NWB1NAN0208.  

As requested by NWB late in August, this response addresses the timing proposed by NWB for the Technical meeting, and GN participants who we anticipate will attend the Technical meeting.

Timing:  Unfortunately Drs. Rogers and Zelt who authored the Toxcon report have a long-standing previous engagement in the United States on September 22nd and 23rd, 2003.  

We appreciate the importance of creating an opportunity where NWB staff can hear from these experts directly, and where any questioning or opposed persons or experts can make inquiries about their review report and conclusions.

Accordingly, we have confirmed with Drs. Rogers and Zelt that they will be available Wednesday October 1st 2003, through Friday October 3rd 2003, for a rescheduled in-person Technical Meeting.  Alternately, NWB might wish to consider proceeding as planned on September 22nd and 23rd, 2003 but deferring questions or concerns arising from the Toxcon report to a teleconference meeting on one of these later dates in October.  If so, that arrangement can also be accommodated.

Anticipated Attendance:  Based on the information available to date, we anticipate the following GN staff or consultants to attend the proposed Technical hearing:

Susan Hardy, Legal Counsel and Bernie MacIsaac, Project Coordinator

Earl Baddalloo, DSD Environmental Protection

Brent Murphy, EBA Engineering (Jointly retained by DIAND/and GN)

Bruce Trotter, Public Health 

As indicated, Toxcon representatives are only available to attend in person, if the proposed meeting dates are changed.

Our discussions within the Government of Nunavut in preparing this response also highlighted some concerns about the proposed agenda, of which other participants and the Board’s staff should be advised:  

i) GN Regulators would like to discuss the need for NWB to identify a deadline or schedule for CanZinco compliance with the Phase 2 ESA conditions identified in correspondence on August 22nd, 2003.

ii) Prior to the proposed technical meeting, GN Regulators request copies of the following CanZinco Reports which have come due pursuant to NWB’s approved timetable, being:

2002 Annual Report and Monitoring Program Report (H/30);

G/5 Talik Assessment;

G/7 Spillway Report;

G/9 Monitoring Requirements;

G/16 Underground Mine Solid Waste Disposal Plan;

If these listed reports are not available, we believe that should be an agenda item for the technical meeting.

iii) GN Regulators would like to specifically discuss whether the areas of non-compliance raised by DIAND’s Direction issued by Constantine Bodykevich May 27th 2003, or the current status of CanZinco Ltd. in responding to that direction adds or gives weight to concerns respecting the need to ensure effective reclamation of petrocarbon contamination in the vicinity of the Mine.

iv) GN Regulators are not aware at present whether there has been an outcome endorsed by NWB regarding the proposal to store decontamination effluent inside the Mine.  An update on the status of this item before or during the technical meeting would also be beneficial.

In closing, we were very pleased to receive the Board’s proposal to hold a Technical meeting to resolve as many HHERA-related and outstanding matters as possible in connection with this license. GN regulators particularly look forward to a substantive discussion among experts, and to the development of some consensus about additional steps or standards that it will be appropriate for CanZinco to discharge before their HHERA can be approved.

Please feel free to be in touch regarding any concerns or logistics that need to be resolved in preparation for the proposed Technical meeting.

Sincerely,
Susan Hardy,

Legal Counsel 
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