Nanisivik Meeting with the Hamlet Working Group

Date: June 6th 2002 at 7:30pm

Location: Arctic Bay gym 

Attendance: 

· Arctic Bay Hamlet Nanisivik Mine Closure Working Group:

Rhoda Tunnaq- Women’s Group Representative

Jane Kigutikakjuk–Youth Group Representative 

Mucktar Akumalik –Elders’ Committee Representative

Qavavauq Issuqangituq –Hunters and Trappers Organisation (HTO) Representative

Frank May- Hmalet Council Member- not present

Joanasie Akumalik- Mayor of Arctic Bay- not present

· Nanisivik Community Liaison Coordinator (NCLC)- Levi Barnabas 

· Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB)-Lourdes Juarez 

· Government of Nunavut (GN), Department of Sustainable Development (DSD)- Bernie MacIsaac, Susan Hardy, Paul Partrige.

· Nunavut Water Board (NWB) staff: Philippe di Pizzo, Executive Director, Dionne Filiatrault- Technical Advisor, Ben Kogvik- Board Secretary, William Tilleman- Legal counsel, Alexandra Thomson- Nanisivik Coordinator.

Levi Barnabas, NCLC- Opened the meeting and explained that the Hamlet representatives are either on vacation or meeting with CG&T but he will relay information to the Hamlet representatives when they are available.

Dionne Filiatrault, NWB- Explained the water licence application process as well as the meetings that have taken place to date. She explained that the NWB works with Levi Barnabas to understand the concerns of the community regarding the closure of Nanisivik mine. The purpose of the meeting is to inform the community of the plan to close Nanisivik mine. Introductions were made and an explanation of the NWB was given. She begins a presentation on the Nanisivik Abandonment and Reclamation Plan, available both in English and Inuktitut. 

Break at 8:30pm. 

Dionne Filiatrault- Continues with presentation. 

QUESTION (Q): Levi Barnabas, NCLC- Why is the mine only backfilling waste rock and not tailings?

A: Dionne Filiatrault- Explained that the waste rock will act as support for when they mine the support pillars. She suggested Levi ask the mine if he needed further answers to his questions.

Comment ( C): Levi Barnabas, NCLC- I understand that there is a portable generator. I’m not worried about the ones in the mill but I am worried about fires in community generator. Sanikiluaq had a fire and needed a stand-by generator. The standby generator would be useful for Arctic Bay or Grise Fiord. Resolute Bay already has stand by generators. It cost a lot to transport another generator to Sanikiluaq. 

Q: Dionne Filiatrault, NWB- Is the power generator is Nanisivik or GN? 

ANSWER (A) : Bernie MacIsaac, DSD- Nanisivik.

A: Dionne Filiatrault, NWB- I would ask your Hamlet to approach Nanisivik about putting it on the wish list.

Bernie MacIsaac- 

Q: Dionne Filiatrault- Is the RFP on the whole site or just GN facilties?

A: Susan hardy- All facilities

C & Q: Mucktar Akumalik, Working Group- They started with geophysical studies at the beginning. They were doing the surveys for 5 years before the mining. It took a lot of the mineral exploration before mining. It is quite wide. I think there are only two people left that helped with the exploration and mining in the beginning. The wind comes mainly from the North that creates the snowbank. I know from experience that the South side of a ridge has more snow than the North side of the ridge. I had to look for different areas to make an Igloo. It was never reported the impact of the dust that makes the snow black. There have no studies to see if there are any studies if there are any contaminants in the snow. There is oil and discolouration of water. We know there is something not natural in there. In 1988, they had a tour of the area and the tailings pond. My question is what will happen to it. Where will the tailings pond go, the effluent, where will it go?

A: Dionne Filiatrault, NWB- They have done some monitoring as to what gets pick up from the wind in the On Land Disposal of Tailings Report. This June they will go to the areas that have lots of tailings dust and they will take samples of how contaminated those areas are. The tailings containment area will stay and they will hold it in the lake until it can be discharged to the environment safely. Once it is safe, they will remove the concrete structure and then the water levels will hopefully return to what it was before mining. It will never be the completely the same as before. Then will pump off the water on the top, put shale on the top and construct a spillway so water gets diverted around the eastern side of the dike and into the bottom of the lake. It will be covered with material so you won’t be able to go look at it.

Q: Levi Barnabas, NCLC- What would happen it there is high contamination on the town side?

A: Dionne Filiatrault- Nanisivik is obligated to clean it up. It is there responsibility to have that money to clean it up.

Paul Partrige- They will do 80 samples by Nanisivik.

Bernie- GN will to 150 samples around the town site.

Q: Qavavauq Issuqangituq, Working Group- Are they doing revegetation work?

A: Dionne Filiatrault- They did an assessment of the vegetation on the site by 2 square meter quadrants. She explained the sampling procedures. 90% is dry rich material, that is sparse material. No, they don’t propose revegetation. Although they are suppose to reclaim it to100% of what it was before mining, this is unrealistic. It is impossible not to have impacts. She explained how some material went over West Creek hill and the mine will not get all the material from down below due to safety.

Q & C: Levi Barnabas, NCLC- Will the NWB take samples from the other side of Strathcona Sound because there is the bird sanctuary and the geese lay egg? There has been dust blowing and ship loading in that area.

A: Dionne Filiatrault- The Sound is seawater. The NWB’s mandate is freshwater. The mandate for the Sound is Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO). They have baseline data from before the mine. I would expect that when DFO reviews the document they will most likely require sampling of Sound, but I hesitate to speak for DFO.

Levi Barnabas, NCLC- I’m talking about lakes over there. How many km. from mine will they be sampling? There are geese, caribou, lots of game. Smog and dust go over there.

A: Dionne Filiatrault, NWB- We do not sampling. If it is raise at the public hearing, we will take into account when est monitoring at the site.

Q: Qavavauq Issuqangituq, Working Group- I know they have leases on the other side of the Sound? How are they being taken care of?

A: Dionne Filiatrault, NWB- These are DIAND leases. If they are doing exploration on that side, they may have a land use permit and it is outside NWB mandate. It is a land issue and I will bring it up with land managers.

Q: Levi Barnabas, NCLC- Is the sewage treatment plant the GN’s responsibility? It has not been working for a few years. What will happen with the sewage treatment?

A: Dionne Filiatrault, NWB- Do you want to answer this, representatives of the GN? They do not answer. OK. I will try to explain it. An industrial water licence exists for the mine. The townsite falls under municipal jurisdiction and they do not have a water licence with the NWB; therefore the sewage is unregulated. There has been waste running into the creek. There has been confusion as to whether it is GN or mine’s responsibility. 

Q: Qavavauq Issuqangituq, Working Group-The pipe to the tailings burst once or twice and the area around boulders was destroyed. Are these areas being looked at?

A: Dionne Filiatrault, NWB- Under current water licence, any spills must be reported to 24 hour spill line and these reports are given the NWB. They also report them and the company’s response in the annual report. As part of Phase 2, it would be standard operating procedure that they will test the area and other spill area to see if there has been contamination and clean it up. If they don’t do it, the NWB will request that they do.

Q: Mucktar Akumalik, Working Group- I moved to Nanisivik and worked there for more than 7 years. I know the pipeline burst a few time. I think they were frozen. You could tell it was burst and the rocks were scattered. Have you heard of any report that the pipeline burst? Sometimes the pump would break and they would just spill. Have you had any reports from the mine?

A: Dionne Filiatrault, NWB- Yes, they do report them. They must contact the Water Resources Inspection within 30 days. An investigation will happen by Environment Canada or GN and land owners. NWB get copies of the reports. We can probably get historical documents of the spills.

Q: Mucktar Akumalik, Working Group- People like the dome shape residential houses. Are they interesting in giving these buildings to the community as an appreciation gift? I’m going to mention it again in July. 

C: Jane Kigitikakjuk, Working Group- And the church at the Nanisivik site? 

C: Mucktar Akumalik, Working Group- Yes, the church and the heavy equipment. The buildings could be used for outpost camps for hunting and recreational activities. It’s useless to demolish them and dump them underground. Thank you for the meeting.

C: Dionne Filiatrault, NWB- They are investing. I think there is an agreement between the people involved that Arctic Bay get as much benefit as possible from the mine closure.

Levi Barnabas, NCLC- I’m going to gather more questions within the community with the working group and report back to the community. The meeting was adjourned at 10:00pm.

