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March 18, 2004





By Email

To:  Nanisivik Distribution List

Subject:
Establishment of timetable for the review of the 2004 Nanisivik Mine Closure and Reclamation Plan 

Dear Parties,

The Nunavut Water Board (“NWB”) met by teleconference, on the afternoon of March 15th, 2004, to discuss and determine a timetable for the review of documents submitted by CanZinco Limited (“CanZinco”) as required under Part G of Water Licence NWB1NAN0208 (“Licence”) for the closure and reclamation of Nanisivik Mine.

On March 5th, 2004 the NWB sent, by email to the Nanisivik Distribution List, a letter requesting interested parties to propose suggestions, by March 12th, 2004, regarding the review timeline for CanZinco’s various documents.  Submissions from CanZinco, the Government of Nunavut (“GN”), Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated (“NTI”) and Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (“INAC”) were received by the NWB’s deadline.  A submission from the Hamlet of Arctic Bay was received after the deadline, but it was accepted by the NWB for consideration.  Those submissions are available on the NWB’s FTP site at:

http://ftp.nunavut.ca/nwb/NWB1 MINING/NWB1NAN0208 Nanisivik/G (16) A&R and Pre-Hearing/Pre-Hearing 

To summarize the submissions; CanZinco requested that a technical meeting be held in Calgary during the week of April 12th, 2004.  It suggested that a pre-hearing be conducted by telephone around April 28th, 2004 and that a public hearing be held in Arctic Bay somewhere during May 5th to May 12th, 2004.

It was the opinion of the GN and INAC that a technical meeting and pre-hearing conference be held in Iqaluit during the week of May 10th to May 14th, 2004.  Both the GN and INAC did not provide specific dates for a public hearing in Arctic Bay, but instead suggested that such a date should be determined during the technical meeting and pre-hearing conference.

NTI did not provide specific dates for the review period, but stated that it would require sufficient time to procure technical assistance in order to fully participate in technical meetings.  The Hamlet of Arctic Bay likewise did not suggest any specific dates but expressed the need to conduct the review in a proper fashion to the satisfaction of all parties involved.

The NWB considered the content of all the above-mentioned submissions in addition to several other facts.  The NWB noted that the final date for submission of documents required under Part G of the Licence was December 15th, 2003.  However, the majority of documents were not submitted to the NWB until February 6th, 2004.  Furthermore the West Twin Disposal Area Closure Plan was not received until March 5th, 2004.  The delay of the submission of those documents has had an implication on the NWB’s suggested timetable, which follows.

The NWB has decided that a technical meeting will be held in the city of Yellowknife on May 4th and May 5th, 2004 and a pre-hearing conference will be held on May 6th, 2004.  Yellowknife was determined to the most suitable location to hold those events as it is reasonably central and accessible to persons who are based in Edmonton, Calgary, Gjoa Haven, Cambridge Bay and Iqaluit.   

The NWB hereby gives notice, pursuant to section 55(2) of the Nunavut Waters and Nunavut Surface Rights Tribunal Act, that a public hearing will be held in Arctic Bay during the week of May 31st to June 4th, 2004.  The date for the public hearing may be subject to change, depending upon the outcome of the pre-hearing conference.

Schedule of Events:

Technical Meeting (Yellowknife)

May 4-5, 2004 (evenings if necessary)

Pre-Hearing Meeting (Yellowknife)
May 6, 2004 

Public Hearing (Arctic Bay)


Week of May 31-June 4, 2004 (subject to change)

The NWB has taken great pains to ensure that its proposed review timetable correctly balances the need for a fair and expedient approval process to permit CanZinco to implement its closure and reclamation plans while ensuring that the needs of Nunavummiut and the aquatic environment are safeguarded through a comprehensive technical review.

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this decision, please contact me at your convenience.

Yours truly,

Original signed by

Philippe di Pizzo

Executive Director
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