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By Email
To:  
Nanisivik Distribution List

Subject:
Report on the Nunavut Water Board’s recent community consultation activities in Arctic Bay
Dear Parties,

As part of its ongoing policy to promote public awareness and active participation by stakeholder communities in its hearing process, the Nunavut Water Board (“NWB”) sent its Mine Reclamation Coordinator, Patrick Duxbury, to Arctic Bay between the dates of May 9th and May 13th, 2004.  Patrick’s consultation activities primarily consisted of the following:

· Meeting, on several occasions, with Arctic Bay’s Mayor, Niore Iqalukjuak, to brief him on the results of the Yellowknife technical meeting and pre-hearing, and to provide information and assistance to the Mayor and Hamlet Council in the preparation of a written statement for the upcoming June 3rd and 4th NWB public hearing.

· Presenting an overview of CanZinco Limited’s Nanisivik Mine 2004 Reclamation and Closure Plan (the “Closure Plan”) to students enrolled in the Arctic College’s pre-trades program.

· Meeting, on two occasions, with a representative of the Ikajutit Hunter’s and Trapper’s Association (“HTA”) to help facilitate its members’ understanding of the Closure Plan and their involvement in the upcoming public hearing.

· Holding a public meeting on the evening of May 11, 2004 for the purpose of preparing the public-at-large for the upcoming public hearing by presenting an overview of the Closure Plan and answering questions. 

A report on the May 11 public meeting follows below.  Parties are encouraged to read the report in order that they may be prepared to answer some of the concerns and questions that have been posed by the residents of Arctic Bay.  Parties who wish to have more details about this community consultation exercise may directly contact Patrick Duxbury by telephone at (867)-983-3039 or by email at coordinator@nwb.nunavut.ca.

Yours truly,

Original signed by

Philippe di Pizzo

Executive Director

Report on Public Meeting held in Arctic Bay on the 2004 Closure and Reclamation Plan for Nanisivik Mine

Time:  7:00 pm, Tuesday, May 11, 2004

Place:  Qaggivik Multi-purpose Hall, Arctic Bay
In Attendance:
Patrick Duxbury, Niore Iqalukjuak, Mary Tatatoapik, Ruben Tunraluk, Eunice Tunraluk, Maktar Akumalik, Tommy Tatatoapik, Pauloosie Kaujak, Moses Naqitarvik, Nevee Naqitarvik, Moses Oyukuluk, Paul Ejangiaq, Tootalik Ejangiaq, Daniel Oingonn, Thomas Levi, Kik Shappa, Johnny Aola, Mikki Kublu, Kikutikakjuk Shappa, Joseph Tabbats, Qapik Attagutsiak, Bertha Tatatoapik, Moses Tooloogak, Susanna Barnabas, Samantha Tatatoapik, Nute Attagutsiak, Bobby Oqituq, Rusky Ettuk, Martha Issuqankituq, Piuyuq Enoogoo, Annie Iqalukjuak, Michael Oingonn, Lisha Levi, Geela Ejangiaq, Samson Ejangiaq, Rebecca Akumalik, Sakiasie Qaunaq, Johnny Attagutsiak, Simon Qamanirq, Tommy Kilabuk, Kalluk Ettuk, James Qanavauq  


The meeting was chaired by Arctic Bay’s mayor, Niore Iqalukjuak, who also took notes.  The meeting was interpreted by Mary Tatatoapik.

The meeting commenced at 7:15 pm with an opening prayer by Maktar Akumalik.

Patrick Duxbury, Nunavut Water Board Mine Reclamation Coordinator, gave a presentation which offered an overview of the reclamation approach that CanZinco Limited intends to take in reclaiming the Nanisivik Mine over the next few years.  The results of the technical meeting and prehearing held in Yellowknife, between May 4-6th, 2004, were also discussed.  Comments from reviewers on the closure and reclamation plan were shared with the community members.  A copy of the presentation is available upon request from the Nunavut Water Board.

During and following the presentation a number of questions and concerns were brought up by Arctic Bay residents in attendance.  Questions directed to the Hamlet were addressed by Niore Iqalukjuak.

· A resident wanted to know why the mine wanted to burn the housing units and other wooden buildings.  She was not happy with that plan as she felt that Arctic Bay residents could convert the units into shacks, sheds and cabins.

· A resident stated that he did not think the buildings or wood was contaminated, but instead he was most concerned about the tailings disposal area.  He felt that buildings or wood will always be useful, given the scarcity and expense of wood in Arctic Bay.  He wanted to be able to obtain planks and other building materials that could be salvaged. 

· A resident said that if the company does not want to give materials, she will go through court to try and get materials as Inuit do not have money for such materials.  She felt it hurtful to hear that the buildings will be burned to the ground.  She also wanted to know what will be the fate of the fuel in the tanks.  She wanted it to be known that the people want the buildings at Nanisivik for their use.

· A resident had concerns about the monitoring of the site and wanted to know who will monitor the site while it is being cleaned up.  He wanted to know who will pay for the clean-up.  He had concerns about the monitoring of the West Twin Tailings Disposal Area should seepage of tailings occur through the dike.

· A resident posed questions about the locations where gravel will be obtained, and if the material will require crushing before placement.  He requested that the company bring in samples of the material at the time of the hearing so that the community can see what material is being proposed for use as English names for rock types are sometimes not well understood.

· A resident expressed the opinion that since the mine started, the companies did not follow the requests of local people in its development and operation.  He wanted someone from Arctic Bay to help monitor the clean-up so that the person could report back to the community.

· A resident explained that there was a Hamlet Working Group that was working with Levi Barnabas on mine closure issues, but the group doesn’t seem to meet now.  The resident wanted someone from Arctic Bay to help monitor the mine.  He was waiting from the Hamlet and the mine to invite them (to presumably monitor the situation - PD).  The resident wanted to know why the mine doesn’t include Arctic Bay residents in helping to plan for the closure of the mine.

· A resident noted that the mining company took rock from the underground and disposed of the waste in West Twin Lake.  He wanted to know why the waste couldn’t be returned to the underground.  He didn’t feel that it was right for mining companies to contaminate (our) land in the North.  He wanted to know if the Nunavut Water Board (“NWB”) had ever looked at the transfer of tailings from the tailings disposal area to the underground.  He noted that the tailings would be going downhill if they were sent underground.  He wanted to know if anyone had done a study on it and how much it would cost to do, or if it would be even possible to do.  He stated that it was also his opinion that there were no back-up plans in the event that there was seepage from the tailings disposal area.

· A resident was concerned about the water that is in the tailings disposal area, particularly on the Surface Cell.  He wanted to know if the NWB had considered siphoning the dirty/contaminated water underground.  He requested to know if the NWB had done sampling at Twin Lakes.  He wanted to know that if the water was contaminated, would there be a way to treat it?  He believed that if the water is not put somewhere (presumably the underground – PD), then it will have the potential to contaminate wild life.  He wanted to know who had stronger powers than the NWB for enforcing water quality and protecting wild life from harm.  He wanted to know to whom he could approach in the event that something was going wrong at the site.

· A resident stated that she wanted to have the views of the ordinary people listened to and that she wanted ordinary residents of Arctic Bay to have the opportunity to have occasional tours of the mine site during reclamation to see what is being done there, not just for the Hamlet Council only.  She thanked the government (presumably referring to the NWB – PD) for informing the public about the mine reclamation plans.

· A resident stated that he wanted a copy of the presentation, as well as any other information in Inuktitut, be made available to residents.  (Note:  A package of information, in English and Inuktitut, was given to the Hamlet the following day for interested persons to obtain a copy - PD).

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:15 pm.
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