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Abstract

The Emergency Response Plan for the Nanisivik Mine is effective March 1st, 2003 to March 1st, 2004 and applies to the mining project at Nanisivik, Baffin Island, in the Nunavut Territory. This plan is the combination of the previously released Spill Contingency Plan and internal emergency and disaster procedures. These procedures and contingencies will be referred to as “The Plan” for the remainder of this document.

This plan is to be reviewed annually and updated as project and technology changes and/or requirements dictate.

Copies of this Plan are available by contacting:
Bob Carreau

Manager, Environmental Affairs

Breakwater Resources Ltd.

95 Wellington St. W.
Ste. 2000
Toronto, ON
M5J 2N7

Distribution List

i) Internal

· General Manager

· Mobile Supervisor

· Powerhouse Operators

ii) External

· Nunavut Water Board

· Canadian Coast Guard

· Department of Indian and Northern Development

· Royal Canadian Mounted Police

· Environment Canada

· Qikiqtani Inuit Association

· Emergency Measures Organization Baffin Region MACA
All revisions will be submitted to the above persons and agencies as amended.

1.0
Introduction

The Emergency Response Plan for Nanisivik Mine is designed to provide a plan of action for appropriate departments and personnel to follow in the event of any identifiable potential incidents that may affect: 

· The safety of human life 

· Property

· The environment 

The Plan defines the responsibilities of the key personnel and outlines procedures for responding to spills and other emergencies in such a way as to minimise the potential health and safety hazards, environmental damage and cleanup costs. The Plan has been designed to provide access to all information required in dealing with a spill. 

The site plan, as shown in Figure 1-1, shows the location of buildings, roads, disposal areas, pipeline streams, chemical storage areas and mine openings on the property.

The property encompasses the following areas and activities:

· Underground and Open Pit mines

· Industrial Complex 

· Concentrate Storage Shed

· Loading and Receiving Dock Site

· Material and Chemical Storage Yards

· Fuel Storage Impoundment

· Tailings Disposal Area (dykes and associated pipelines)

· Water Distribution and Supply System

· East Adit Water Treatment Facility

· Power Generation Plant

· Town site 

Supplies are received on an annual basis through cargo supply vessels. All fuel stored at the dock and in the day tanks at the industrial site are within dyked and lined impoundment areas. Lubricants are stored in the warehouse yard and in the proximity of the plant complex.

Tailings were previously pumped to the West Twin Disposal Area for deposition into the Surface Cell. The reservoir is decanted seasonally to Twin Lakes Creek once monitoring data confirm compliance with the present water license. Runoff water from the East Open Pit area is collected in a treatment pond, which is treated with lime, stored in a retention pond and decanted when metal values in the water meet with standards set in the water license. 

The concentrator, town site, powerhouse, tailings basin and associated pipelines are located in the Twin Lakes Creek watershed. Any unconfined spills from this area could potentially report to the creek and with time flow towards Strathcona Sound. No other watersheds are directly affected by the activities.

There were several remote satellite areas, see Figure 1-1, where mining and exploration activity has, been carried out. The only significant source of hazardous material in these areas is P60 diesel fuel used in mining and exploration equipment.

It is the policy of Nanisivik Mine to initiate cleanup when it is clearly, or likely, associated with the spilled material. As well, it is corporate policy to:

· Assess, plan, construct and operate its facilities in compliance with all applicable legislation providing for the protection of the environment, employees and the public.

· In the absence of legislation, apply cost effective best management practices to advance environmental protection and to minimize environmental risks.

· Maintain an active, continuing, self-monitoring program to ensure compliance with government and company requirements.

· Foster research directed at expanding scientific knowledge of the impact of the industry’s activities on the environment, of environment/economy linkages and of improved treatment technologies.

· Work pro-actively with government and the public in the development of equitable, cost effective and realistic laws for the protection of the environment.

· Enhance communications and understanding with government, employees and the public.

In conjunction with this Plan, Nanisivik Mine is actively pursuing an ongoing program of surveillance, maintenance and review to prevent spillage incidents from occurring.

