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12.0
Health and Safety
In responding to a spill the primary consideration is the health and safety of the individuals responding to the incident and individuals who may be affected by the incident. Nanisivik Mine will not proceed with remedial activities until the On-scene Coordinator is satisfied that the area is safe for individuals to enter and responders have been supplied with appropriate personal protective equipment and trained in its use. Every spill responder, prior to entering the spill area, will be briefed by the On-scene Coordinator or a person designated by the On-scene Coordinator as to the work location, specific hazards, safety procedures, location of first aid supplies, and outline to the responder their role in the spill response.

In responding to petroleum spills, vapours are likely to be present which present a risk of explosion and a health risk to individuals through inhalation. Petroleum vapours can travel great distances and tend to accumulate in low lying and confined areas, as they are generally denser than air. Responders are reminded of this and the common symptoms of exposure to petroleum products which include but are not limited to: nausea; dizziness; headaches; eye irritation; mental confusion; shortness of breath; and, loss of consciousness.

Risks associated with responding to spills at Nanisivik are not only from the spilled product but also from the environment. Weather conditions can change rapidly and unexpectedly. Extreme cold and high wind chill are factors that must be taken into consideration in organizing a response to a spill. Most areas in which a spill may occur are generally rugged and are prone to being slippery or unstable which may result in slips, trips, falls and strains of responders. Another hazard is associated with ice conditions. It may be necessary to conduct remedial measures on water bodies. Ice conditions are usually safe for the majority of the year at Nanisivik but can change rapidly in summer and autumn.

MSDS information is readily available for reference at all times and will be referred to during spills. MSDS information is also included as Appendix B.
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