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 RE:	Licence NWB1NAN0208 – Request for interim decommissioning and reclamation activities





Thank-you for the opportunity to comment on the interim reclamation activities proposed by CanZinco Ltd for the Nanisivik Mine.  On behalf of Environment Canada (EC), I have reviewed the information submitted with the above-mentioned document.  The following specialist advice has been provided pursuant to Environment Canada’s mandated responsibilities for the enforcement of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, Section 36(3) of the Fisheries Act, the Migratory Birds Convention Act, and the Species at Risk Act.





CanZinco Ltd. is proposing to conduct some precursor reclamation activities in the summer of 2003, which would help prepare for their final reclamation plan.  The proponent is suggesting to quarry and stockpile material for closure covers, contour the tailings surface in preparation for application of the closure cover, dispose of environmentally benign, non-hazardous materials underground, in the open pits or at the landfill, recover and disposal of waste rock from 09-South and 39-North waste rock piles underground or in the open pits, and to dismantle the industrial complex “mill building” for shipment off-site.





Based on the information provided, EC supports the commencement of the reclamation work noted above during the summer of 2003.  However, EC recommends that the following conditions be applied throughout all stages of the proposed projects:





Quarrying and Stockpiling of Material for Closure Cover:


The proponent shall not deposit nor permit the deposit of sediment into any water body. The ecological balance of fish and plants in rivers and lakes can easily be upset by sedimentation or blockage from quarrying.  A minimum undisturbed buffer zone of one hundred metres (100) shall be maintained between the proposed quarry operation and the high water mark of any watercourse.


The proponent shall ensure that any stockpiled material does not contribute to the sedimentation of any waterbody frequented by fish.  Stockpiles should be located well back from the high water mark of any waterbody, such that there is no migration of fines from the pile to the waterbody.





Contouring of Tailings Surface:


§	No comment on the proposed activities as this time.





Disposal of non-hazardous materials:


§	Environment Canada recommends that large, bulky items be cut down to manageable sizes so as to reduce empty space in the landfill site, open pits, and underground disposal areas.





Waste Rock Recovery and Disposal:


§	No comments on the proposed activities at this time.





Dismantling the industrial complex for shipment off-site:


§	What is the fate of the water from the pressure-cleaning of the industrial complex?  Will the water be treated prior to discharge?  Where will the water be disposed of?


§	Environment Canada recommends that clean, non-acid generating material be used during the infilling of the foundation cavity, concrete footings and flooring of the industrial complex.


§	The proponent shall ensure that any residual demolition material from the industrial complex is clean and free of contamination prior to disposal underground or in the open pits.  Details of the material (volume and type), site location information, and photo-documentation of the location should also be compiled.  In combination with this, a site map identifying all disposal locations should be developed. 





General:


§	The proponent shall not deposit, nor permit the deposit of sediment, wastes or fuels associated with the project into any water body.  According to the Fisheries Act, Section 36(3), the deposition of deleterious substances of any type in water frequented by fish, or in any place under any conditions where the deleterious substance, or any other deleterious substance that results from the deposit of the deleterious substance, may enter any such water, is prohibited. 


§	All spills are to be documented and reported to the NWT Spill Line at (867) 920-8130.





If there are any changes in the proposed project, EC should be notified, as further review may be necessary.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or comments with regards to the foregoing at (867) 975-4639 or by email at colette.meloche@ec.gc.ca. 








Yours truly,





Original Signed by





Colette Meloche 


Environmental Assessment Specialist





cc:	(Mike Fournier, Northern Environmental Assessment Coordinator, Environment Canada, Yellowknife)
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