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To:  Nanisivik Distribution List

Subject:
Report on Report on Public Meeting held in Arctic Bay on the 2004 Closure and Reclamation Plan for Nanisivik Mine
Dear Parties,

As part of its continuing commitment to consult with the residents of Arctic Bay, the Nunavut Water Board (“NWB”) sent Patrick Duxbury, NWB Project Coordinator, to Arctic Bay between February 21st and 25th, 2004.  

While in Arctic Bay, Patrick presented information regarding CanZinco Limited’s, Nanisivik Mine – 2004 Closure and Reclamation Plan (“Plan”) to students enrolled in the Arctic College’s Early Childhood Education and Pre-trades programs.  Students in the Pre-trades program were particularly receptive to the presentation as several students hope to be able to participate in the reclamation of Nanisivik Mine in some manner.

A public meeting was held on the evening of Monday, February 23rd, 2004 to share information about the Plan with the community-at-large.  A detailed report of that meeting is attached below.  In addition to the above-mentioned formal presentations, Patrick had informal meetings with Arctic Bay’s Mayor - Niore Iqalukjuak, Senior Administrative Officer - Bill Harding and newly-elected MLA - Levi Barnabas.

Questions regarding the NWB’s recent intervention in Arctic Bay can be directed to Patrick Duxbury at 867-983-3039 or at coordinator@nwb.nunavut.ca.

Yours truly,

Dionne Filiatrault, P. Eng.,

Senior Technical Advisor

Report on Public Meeting held in Arctic Bay on the 2004 Closure and Reclamation Plan for Nanisivik Mine

Time:  7:00 pm, Monday 23, 2004

Place:  Qaggivik Multi-purpose Hall
In Attendance:  Moses Naqitarvik, Daniel Iqaqrialu, Andy Ootova, Doreen Ootova, Tina Muckpaloo, Ivan Oyukukuluk, Tommy Kilabuk, Kik Kilabuk, Koonoo Muckpaloo, Frank May, Murray Markle, Bobby Oqituq, Pauloosie Kaujak, Mucktar Akumalik, Judah Oqituq, Lisha Levi, Kautaq Joesph, Sakiasie Qaunaq, Mishak Allurut, Kalluk Ettuk, Joseph Tabbats, Bobby Levi, Annie Iqalukjuak, Niore Iqalukjuak, Alex Akikuluk, Moses Tooloogak, Moses Oyukuluk, Solomonie Joanasie, Joanie Eecheak, Daniel Aola, Hanna Aola, Jeannie Natanne, Martha Issuqangituq, Vera Issigaitok, Berta Tatatoapik

The meeting was chaired by Arctic Bay’s mayor, Niore Iqalukjuak.

The meeting commenced at 7:10 pm with an opening prayer by Mucktar Akumalik.

Patrick Duxbury, Nunavut Water Board Mine Reclamation Coordinator, gave a presentation which presented an overview of the reclamation approach that CanZinco Limited intends to take in reclaiming the Nanisivik Mine.  A copy of that presentation is available upon request from the Nunavut Water Board.

It was stressed throughout the presentation that the information being presented to the community was derived from the CanZinco Limited’s 2004 Closure and Reclamation Plan, which has not yet been subjected to a third-party review.  

During and following the presentation a number of questions and concerns were brought up by Arctic Bay residents in attendance.  Murray Markle, Nanisivik Mine Site Manager was present to respond to some questions and concerns.  Questions directed to the Hamlet were addressed by Niore Iqalukjuak.

· A resident felt that the proposed depths of the covers for the landfill (2.20m) and the Surface Cell (1.25m) of the West Twin Disposal Area (“WTDA”) were confused or inverted.  He believed that since there were greater concerns about the contaminants in the WTDA, the cover there should be thicker to protect the tailings against warming and possible acid mine drainage.

· A resident and former Nanisivik worker stated that he had concerns about placement of cover material on the WTDA due to the saturated conditions and water pooling on the Surface Cell which might make work difficult during the summer. 

· A resident said that someone from Arctic Bay should be employed to independently monitor the reclamation activity to ensure that the work is being conducted correctly.

· A resident wanted to know about the number of persons from Arctic Bay who would work during the mine reclamation.

· A resident wanted to know what would happen to the dock and associated infrastructure, including the tank farm.

· A resident expressed the desire to have tools from the mine’s Carpentry Shop given to Arctic Bay residents.

· A resident asked the mayor if the Hamlet had considered acquiring some or all of the storage tanks at the tank farm for subsequent relocation to Arctic Bay.  He felt that the tanks could be easily removed and relocated.  He felt that since the Nanisivik Airport will close in the near future after the mine is reclaimed, there will be a need for fuel tanks to supply fuel to the new airport which will be closer to Arctic Bay.

· A resident stated that the foundation for the mill and storage area was in a steep location.  Material for the foundation was brought out of the underground workings (Note:  perhaps a concern about residual contamination?).  He believed that the company did not follow the plans at the time.  He wanted to know if they will remove the foundations.  He felt that they would be left with just disturbed land.  He wants the mine site to be returned to its original state.

· A resident wanted to know whether there will be Hamlet representatives at future consultations during the reclamation, especially as it will pertain to obtaining prospective equipment for the community.

· A resident expressed his skepticism about the company following the reclamation plan that they have submitted.  It was his opinion that the companies operating the mine haven’t always followed plans.  He feels that this plan should be followed.

· A resident stated that he thought the period suggested for reclamation (2004-2005) was too short.  He had the impression that the work would take longer than that.  He hoped that the reclamation would take longer to provide more training and employment opportunities for Arctic Bay residents.

· A resident stated that he thought the proposed covers for the dock area and industrial area were to be much deeper than what he heard stated at the presentation.  He had initially thought the dock site would have 10m of cover and the industrial site would have 5m of cover.

· Following a discussion concerning potentially hazardous materials being removed from the mine site, a resident stated his concern that paints, which have been included under the substances of concern, might been disposed before Arctic Bay residents could have an opportunity to claim the paints.

· Another resident expressed skepticism that two years would be adequate to clean the mine, given the large scale of the site compared to the more discreet Polaris Mine.

· A resident asked for clarification about the duration of the monitoring period following mine reclamation.  He wanted to know if it would be 5 years after final reclamation, or just until 2010, notwithstanding the length of time it took to clean up the site.

· A resident expressed some confusion about the different agencies involved in the closure and reclamation of the mine site.  In particular was the role of the Water Board, and its environment mandate versus the Strathcona Sound Monitoring Committee participants, whose mandate was apparently geared more towards socio-economic concerns.

· A resident stated that he wanted Inuit to be involved in the closure activites.  Moreover, he felt that the company should provide some sort of gift to the community of Arctic Bay.  He suggested that a relocated building would be a good gesture.  This would be seen as an apology for breaking the land at Nanisivik.

· A resident stated that he would like to see equipment and furniture given to Inuit from the mine site as there were persons who have never gained anything from the mine.  He also felt that the original companies involved in the mine’s development [Strathcona Minerals] should be involved in the reclamation plan. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:20pm.

