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April 26, 2004








via Fax










867-360-6369
Mr. Philippe di Pizzo

Executive Director




Nunavut Water Board

P.O. Box 119

Gjoa Haven, NU  X0E-1J0

Dear Mr. di Pizzo:

Re:
License NWB1NAN0208 - Nanisivik Mine 2004 Reclamation and Closure Plan - GN Comments (Department of Environment).
Please find enclosed the Government of Nunavut – Department of Environment comments on the Nanisivik Mine 2004 Reclamation and Closure Plan. This comments are being sent as requested by the NWB on a letter dated March 22, 2004 in preparation to the technical meeting (May 4 and 5, 2004), and the pre-hearing conference (May 6, 2004) in Yellowknife (Northwest Territories).

Please contact me directly if you have any questions or comments regarding the attached.

Sincerely,

Gladis Lemus, Ph.D.

A/Director Environmental Protection Division

Department of Environment

Government of Nunavut

Box 1000, Stn. 1360, Iqaluit, NU, X0A 0H0

Phone: (867) 975-5910, Fax: (867) 975-5981

Email: glemus@gov.nu.ca
cc. 
Robert Carreau. Fax: 416-363-1315
Corporate Manager, Environmental Affairs. Breakwater Resources Ltd.

License NWB1NAN0208

 Nanisivik Mine 2004 Reclamation and Closure Plan

GN Comments (Department of Environment).
MAJOR CONCERNS & QUESTIONS
1. In the “Nanisivik Mine Reclamation and Closure Monitoring Plan” (Feb 2004), the document states, “…there will not be continuous manpower present at the mine site during the Closure Period, the monitoring programs will be carried out during discreet site visits and, to as great a degree as practical, by trained, local technical assistants from the community of arctic Bay.  The use of local assistants, working under the direction of an environmental manager, is anticipated to increase throughout the Closure Period as training increases the technical capabilities of the assistants.” (pp. 6)

1.a Currently, are there trained residents from Artic Bay to fill these jobs?  If not, how will locals be trained?  What tasks in the monitoring program will they be trained to perform?  How many assistants will be trained?  What is no one finishes or wants to be trained? What is the alternative to locals performing the monitoring? 

2. Clarification is needed on the disposal and removal of regulated and hazardous wastes (e.g. vehicle fluids & batteries, asbestos insulation?). Regulated and Hazardous wastes are only mentioned once on pp. 109.
3. More information is needed to determine and draft a plan on PCB contamination on/around the power plant. If PCBs are present then there is a need for a removal/disposal plan.
Burning and underground ash disposal has been identified as a method to deal with small wooden buildings and others (pp. 143-144). There is no information on how burning would take place.

4. Also need information on the presence on PCB-coated paints (if applicable) in any of the buildings to be burned.
5. In the Reclamation and Closure Plan March 2004, pp. 143-144, it states that the Federal Government or the GN is responsible for the reclamation of the Recreation Center, but in the Waste disposal Plan, Table 5, pp. 10, CanZinco is responsible for the reclamation of the Recreational Center. Please clarify.
6. The GN has some concerns with there not being a Geotechnical study determining the structural integrity of the crown pillar in their hazard assessment.  The GN would like to see a stamped engineering report determining the probability of failure of the crown pillar.  (Long Term Stability Considerations and Engineering Applications for a Decommissioning Mine in Permafrost; Betournay, Boyle and Udd)  The GN is not satisfied with the rock mechanics for Nanisivik.  Cannot quantify “probably very low.” 

OTHER CONCERNS & QUESTIONS

1. It has been identified that the equipment at the East Twin Lake fresh water pumping station will be removed and that the access road will be breached (pp. 128). Is this the pumping station that supplies drinking water to the Townsite? If so, this will have implications for the alternate use selected for the Townsite.
2. Page 129 indicates that the West Twin Piping facility will be removed. What type of insulation the piping has? If the insulation is asbestos, then a plan is needed for proper removal and disposal. 
3. In the Reclamation and Closure Plan March 2004, pp. 11, what alternatives have been found for the mine’s vehicles?  Does the community want them?
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