P.0.Box 119

GJoA HaveN, NU X0B 1J0 0a2¢ ALcAr bNLP*

TEL: (867) 360-6338 NUNAVUT WATER BOARD

FAx: (867) 360-6369 NUNAVUT IMALIRIYIN KATIMAYINGI
May 4, 2001
To: Distribution List
Subiject: Polaris Mine — Decommissioning and Reclamation Plan

Dear Parties:

On April 3, 2001, Cominco Ltd. submitted its Decommissioning and Reclamation Plan for
the Polaris Mine (4 Volumes; Prepared for Cominco Ltd. by Gartner Lee Limited; GLL
20-935; March 2001) to the Nunavut Water Board (NWB) and the Department of Indian
and Northern Affairs Canada (DIAND). This plan was submitted to fulfill the
requirements of Water Licence N4L2-0262 and Surface Leases 3472, 68 H/8-1-3, 68 H/8-
3-3, 68 H/8-8-2, and 68 H/8-9-2 at the Polaris site.

In order to avoid unnecessary duplication, to streamline the review process, and to
maximize the use of all resources, the NWB and DIAND are proposing to follow a joint
process for the review and approval of the Decommissioning and Reclamation Plan.
While both agencies have very specific mandates with respect to the approval of the Plan,
we hope that a single process, to review a single plan through one window for the
submission of comments, will facilitate the task of all reviewers and decision-makers.
While we understand that it may be difficult in certain cases to clearly separate the water-
related jurisdiction of the NWB under the Water Licence and that of DIAND under the
land leases, we will be asking interveners to divide their comments into those two
categories (water licence- and surface/mining lease-related issues) so that in the end, two
distinct approvals will be granted depending on our respective jurisdiction.

At this time, both agencies propose to proceed with the approval process through a written
hearing. We expect to complete the review and approval process of Cominco’s Plan by the
end of November; therefore the deadline to provide both agencies with your comments on
the Decommissioning and Reclamation Plan will be September 30, 2001.

Meanwhile, to facilitate the review of this project and provide all stakeholders with the
opportunity to discuss procedural and substantive issues, we also propose to hold a pre-
hearing conference (PHC) in Resolute on August 2, 2001. This PHC will be followed by a
visit of the Polaris Mine on August 3, 2001.

For your convenience, Cominco has agreed to make available complete sets of the
Decommissioning and Reclamation Plan, and they have advised us that a CD version will
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also be offered shortly. If you wish to receive a copy of the Plan, we invite you to
contact Bruce J. Donald, Cominco Reclamation Superintendent (by telephone at (250)
427-8256, telecopier at (250) 427-8206, or email at bruce.Donald@cominco.com. Copies
of the Plan will also be available at the DIAND Land Administration office, Building 918,
in lgaluit.

If you have any questions on these proposed procedures, please write to the
undersigned on or before May 11, 2001. Following your comments on whether or not
these procedures are proper, we will finalize the PHC procedures and update and notify all
parties of the next steps.

Sincerely,

Original signed by: Original signed by:

Philippe di Pizzo (pdipizzo@polarnet.ca) Carl McLean (mcleanc@inac.gc.ca)
Executive Director Manager, Land Administration

Nunavut Water Board Indian and Northern Affairs Canada
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Cominco Michael Gunning mhgun@attglobal.net

John Knapp
QIA, Lands Lands Manager (867) 979-5391 (867) 979-3238
QwB Executive Director (867) 979-1560  (867) 979-1491
Hamlet of Resolute (867)252-3749
QIA-Resolute (867)252-3929
HTO-Resolute (867)252-3800
Hamlet of Grise Fiord (867)980-9052
QIA - Grise Fiord (867)980-4208
HTO - Grise Fiord (867)980-4311
NTI, Carson Gillis cgillis@polarnet.ca (867) 983-2723
NTI, Manager of Lands  Rob Esser (867)983-2723
NIRB Gladys Joudrey gladys@polarnet.ca (867) 983-2594
NWMB Jose Galipeau  jgalipeau@nwmb.com (867) 979-7785
NPC Michele Bertol mbertol@npc.nunavut.ca (613)238-5724
NPC Luke Coady
DIAND- Manager, Lands Admin Carl McLean mcleanc@inac.gc.ca
DIAND-Reg Mgr-Water Paul Smith smithp@inac.gc.ca  (867)975-4560

DIAND, District Manager Peter Kusugak
DIAND, Regional Manager Mineral Resources, Jason Sharp

DFO-Iqgaluit Jordan deGroot  degrootj@dfo-mpo.gc.ca (867) 979-8039
EC-YK Paula Pacholek paula.pacholek@ec.gc.ca (867) 873-8185
EC-lgaluit Lawrence Ignace

DSD Chris Nichols  cnichols@gov.nu.ca (867)975-5980

DSD, Director, Environmental Protection Division-Earle Baddaloo
DSD, Director, Minerals Oil and Gas Division- Gordon MacKay
DSD, Director, Parks & Tourism- David Monteith

Baf-Health Board Shaun Mackie smackie@gov.nu.ca  (867) 979-7659

CG&T Doug Sitland dsitland@gov.nu.ca (867)979-5811
CG&T, Director, Community Planning and Lands Division, Kugluktuk (867)982-7695
CG&T, Senior Transportation Planner, Jim Stevens jstevens@gov.nu.ca (867)360-6098

Culture, Language, Elders, and Youth,-Archeologist Doug Stenton  (867)975-5504
Canadian Cost Guard, Igaluit Patricia McDonald (613)991-9261

Parks Canada, Igaluit, Superintendent Elizabeth Seale (867)975-4674

Kevin Le Drew Nanisivik Mine (867)436-7435
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