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November 7, 2002

Mr. Jordan DeGroot via fax (867) 979-8039 and regular mail
Habitat Management Biologist ALl
Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Central and Arctic Region

Eastern Arctic Area v
Box 358, . :

Igaluit, NU HaY

X0A OHO

™

Dear Sir:

Re: Teck Cominco Ltd., Polaris Operations. Resolute Bay, Nunavut

Thank you for your email to me dated November 1, 2002, requesting more time for the
sereening of Teck Cominco’s Polaris authorization. The Nunavut Impact Review Board
(NIRB) is prepared to extend the time period for screening until close of business on
November 22, 2002 but snbject to the following conditions.

First, we are informed that the Nunavut Planning Commission (NPC) is currently looking at
the Polaris application for a conformity review in accordance with Article 11 of the
Nunavut Land Claims Agreement (NLCA). By law, the NIRB must wait for the results of
the NPC’s determination before the NIRB can complete the screening. Accordingly, we are
now in this waiting mode.

Second, and subject to the NPC’s decision, NIRB does not believe a long extension is
proper because the Polaris water license expires on December 31, 2002. Thus, time is
becoming of the essence.

Third, the Polaris Plan was before the Nunavut Water Board (NWB) last year for at least
partial approval. At that time several submissions were made including those by
Environment Canada even over the last two years relative to the issues of Garrow Lake and
several other matters. Environment Canada letters are on file and dated October 26, 2001,
December 6, 2001, and March 4, 2002. In other words, the Polans application has already
been reviewed and some decisions/approvals have been made by the NWB.

Finally, I note that your November 1, 2002 email indicates that the “DFO is working [with]
the proponent Teck Cominco Ltd. to finalize the Fisheries Act authorization for Polaris.”
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Please be advised as a regulator not to preempt the final decisions, which relative to
planning are made by the NPC; for the water license by the NWB, and for screening, by
NIRB. Any ‘negotiation’ of licenses/authorizations m advance of NLCA screenings is not
only risky but probably contrary to law: See NLCA section 12.10.1.

if you have any questions about this letter, please contact me at (867) 983-2593.

Sincerely,

Pt

Stephanie Briscoe
Executive Director

cc. Teck Cominco, IPGs, and distribution list
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Project Name: Decommissioning of Polaris Mine
Baffin List __
#of Pages =
Contact Name: Phone #: Fax #:
Nunavut:

—NTI Carson Gillis/Stefan Lopatica 983-2517 983-2723
QIA Salamonie Shoo 867-979-5391 867-979-1643
NPC Brian Aglukark 867-857-2242 867-857-2243
NwWB Phyllis Beaulieu 867-360-6338 867-360-6369

-NWMB Josee Galipeau 867-979-6962 867-979-7785

.-QWB Chairperson 867-979-1560 867-979-1491

.- Inuit Heritage Trust  Archie Angnakak 867-979-0731 867-979-6700
Federal:

--DIAND - Nunavut  Michael Immaroitok 867-975-4280 867-979-6445
-DIAND- Water Paul Smith 867-975-4550 867-975-4560
-DFO Jordan DeGroot 867-979-8007 867-979-8039

- EC Paula Pacholek 867-669-4743 867-873-8185

Colette Meloche 867-975-4639 867-975-4645

- CCG Rick McLean 519-383-1862 519-383-1989
Territorial Government:

Sustainable Dev. Paul Partridge 867-975-5911 867-975-5990
HSS Dr. Roberts 867-975-5743 867-975-5705

-CGT Timoon Toonoo 867-897-3601 867-897-3633

"CLEY Dr. Douglas Stenton 867-975-5500 867-975-5504
Communities;
Resolute Bay:
Hamlet SAO 867-252-3616 867-252-3749
HTO Chairperson 867-252-3170 867-252-3800
Grise Fiord:
Hamlet SAQO 867-980-9959 867-980-9052

Ivig HTO Chairperson 867-980-9063 867-980-4311



