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September 12, 2011 
 
Nunavut Water Board 
Box 119 
Gjoa Haven, NU 
X0B 0J0 
Attention:  Phyllis Beaulieu, Manager of Licensing 
 
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada 
P.O. Box 100 
Building 918 
Iqaluit, Nunavut 
X0A 0H0 
Attention: Jeff Mercer, Manager, Lands Administration 
 
Dear Ms. Beaulieu and Mr. Mercer; 
 
Re:  Polaris Mine – 2011 1st and 2nd Decommissioning and Reclamation Monitoring 

Report (Water Licence #NWB1POL0311) 

 
During the 1st quarter of 2011, the Polaris Mine site was unoccupied as normal due to winter 
weather conditions.  The mid-winter sampling of Garrow Lake was not done as it is not possible 
to safely travel and work at the site under these conditions.   
 
For the first time since 2004 during the post-reclamation monitoring program, the 2nd quarter 
sampling event for Garrow Lake was not completed as required in the water licence.  The 2nd 
quarter sampling is intended to occur during maximum ice thickness conditions on Garrow Lake.  
This work is typically timed for mid to late May when weather conditions are favorable but before 
the ice begins to thin.  For example, last year in late May, the ice on Garrow Lake was 
approximately just under 4 metres thick when the 2010 2nd quarter sampling event was 
conducted.  This year, sampling supplies were shipped to Resolute Bay in late April as planned 
by the Vancouver based laboratory.  This is normally more than adequate time to transport 
materials to Resolute Bay, even allowing for the normal shipping delays expected when working 
in the North.  However, this year the courier company did not properly identify and package the 
sample preservatives which are hazardous materials.  The shipment got as far as Iqaluit before 
the packaging/manifesting problem was identified by the carrier and the shipment was held 
there.  Despite repeated attempts to sort this out, it took several additional weeks before the 
shipment finally got to Resolute Bay.  The shipment did not arrive in time for the planned 
sampling event and so the sampling event was rescheduled. 
 
To conduct the Garrow Lake maximum ice thickness sampling, we contract an operator based 
in Resolute who is experienced operating the hydraulic drill that is mounted on a Skidozer at 
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Polaris. The Skidozer drills though the ice with a large enough diameter hole to accommodate 
the sampling equipment.  By the time the previously discussed delayed sampling supplies 
arrived in Resolute Bay, the equipment operator had left on his scheduled rest rotation to 
southern Canada for a month. Once he returned to Resolute, we had an environmental 
technician to travel from southern Canada to Resolute Bay to do the sampling.  Upon the 
technician’s arrival, we were informed that the equipment operator’s company would not allow 
him to travel to the Polaris Mine site as they had other priority work that was behind schedule.  
This unexpected event left us stuck with no trained operator for the drill.  As it was now early 
June, and with the warmer spring weather it was too late to reschedule the work again as 
surface ice conditions were starting to deteriorate.  As a consequence despite our best efforts, 
the maximum ice thickness sampling was not done.   
 
If there are any questions with regard to this report, please contact the undersigned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 

 
 
Bruce Donald 
Manager, Dormant Properties 
Environment and Corporate Affairs 
Teck Resources Limited 
 
Attachments: Letter translated into Inuktitut. 
 
CC: Ian Parsons, INAC 
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WJto4:  mDoeu _ @)!!u yKo3]Xz xwXzl wAtEi3j5 ckwgizkl sttbsizb   

       sxy/sizb si]v6 Gwm3j5 WJNst4 Nnsto4 NWB1POL0311 

 
kO3Xzi tnmwoczJ5 @)!!u, mDoeu wkcMsqg6 WJtQlA hiDNqbK5 yMs xsMiz 
WJtQlA srsai3j5. srsMEf5 cspnbsij5 QxD byzi5 WJNMsqgA5 WJtQlA xJNtx3m5 
xb3Nbwomi WJbslq wqCi xml kNz WJbsli. 
 
yKo3]Xtx3u4 bwmzi5 @))$ui5 WoEtlb WQx3izi cksgizk sttbsNh4tlA 
sxyi6u4, xwXEobzi tnmwoczJ5 cspn3bsJ4n3u WiE/K5 vJycbExcMsg6 yf 
wJi3]Xaizi QxD byzi. bmN xebsymZJ4g6 et3Xyxi5 ka3Xyxk5 mwu yM 
ckwq]Maizi ryxi yKixi yf ]n4olxMsqiqi. ]h3l, xCi kaxi mwu, yfz QxD 
byz wmc g]zioMsg6 $ ]uibs2 wJiz @)!)atla xsXEo3bzi cspn3i 
vJy/Exc3tlA. bmgmi xCAJ3u, cspn3bsJ4ni kxti gJbsMsg5 CnlXwj5 ka3Xyxi 
xwEos2 X3Nym/sMsg6 bmN ]?f?u gcb3=ti cspn3=zi. bmN xeymcb3bK5 
gx=lxdNb xsM3tbs/Exciz cspn3bsJ4nw5 CnljdlQ5, x4]Ml]i5 ra?zlt4 gJbsJ5 
W/w/ExcClx3Xb bmN iEsN3m5 bwmwv/3iz wkw5 kNzi. ryxio, bmgmi xCAJ3u 
czbhctsJ5 v7XisJ5 NlNwytx3lt4 NlNwyMsqmb xml bwfx gJtQNh4bK5 
xb3Ngm]zb NlNwyMsqmb. bwfx gJtQNh4bK5 wclkgx trstMsg5 xvsqosDtj5 
trstMsgA5 S3g3bsymiq5FxrobsJtq5 xvsqosDtciCtbsoMs3m5 czbh3ti5 xml 
gJtQNh4bK5 bwviqN3tbslt4. bmN xehChMsbClxK5, xfivi WNhxD]y5 skyvi3Lt4 
CnlXwj5 trstbwNMsg5. xsM3tNh4bK5 ra?zlt4 trMsg5 X3N4ym/b raixlxk5 
cspnDt4nsJ5 trtNh4bK5 bwmwm5 bmN cspn3bsJtni4 wm3i4 WisJ6 slq5 
xehviExcoMsbK5. 
 
bmN vJydlA QxD byzi wJi3]XatlA yfz wm3i WisJ6 cspn3bsJ4ni4, vgCtyMsgA5 
xsMypu4 gz=cLi Cnlu bwN xvsqosDtcoMsg6 SM3j5 wfbstui4 woymJ3u 
vovbstj5 yffDNg3u mDoeu. 
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vovbs5 yffDN3g6 SxEto4 wfbDN3g6 yff wfb3bzl4 x1ml3b6 xqiz Nm4g6 
cspn3bsJ4n3u4 wmj5 kxtJtj5. bwm trstZlx3u1m5 scsyEcs/C sm yKixi 
ra?ziqi4 cspn3bsJt4nw5 trmb CnlXwj5, sdmwgistk5 xdt xsMMsg6 Nm]N3Li 
xsM3=Q/Exoz ra=3t]Qamb xsM3Li cl]N5 kNzk5 beo]m6. st3m5 cnlj5, x?tj5 
cspn3tmE xsM3toMsbK5 cl]Ni5 cnlXwj5 cspnDtn3u4 WJNdlA. bwN cspn3tmE4 
trm5, gn3tbsoMsgA5 sdmwgistj5 xdtb v7Xiz xsM3tyJNDiMsg5 mDoej5 xyqi4 
yKo3Xs/s/Exoi4 WNhxZ4n3i4 W/4ncmb xml bwfx WoEx4nq5 ra?zoMsmb 
xeh3ym/q5. bmN iEsNqg6 s?tk5 xJN3ytyMsg6 Wom4n3ymJ3u4 xsMypcqizk5 
cspmJ3u4 wfbstu4. bwhmi Jis2 WQx3izioMsgA5, xml sdy?oxo3tlA sW]zao3tlA 
ra?zlxoMsgA5 xeh3ym/b cspn3ij5 W/ExcoClxLb xehviDNwolA WJtQlA yf 
xslxoMs3m5. bwmwvlx3tlA x4hD3Lb bmN WoExENh4vlxLA, yf wJi3Xaizi 
cspn3i vJyJNDiMsg6. 
 
xWdtncDy WJto1u4 sjz si]v3u4, sm xbig6 xtosymJ6 sc=QJNby. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ttCg6, 
 
 
 
S]D{ ]b]k95 
xsMyp, kc]z3g5 WdtQ/sJi4 
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