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Socio-economic

. regional employment opportunities
. regional business opportunities

. regional training opportunities

. hunting and fishing in local area

Archaeological, Historical and Cultural

. archaeological sites identified around the station

Land Use

Each of the DEW Line sites has been or is, in general, used exclusively for the purposes of
operating a military radar station, which includes on-site operation and maintenance of
infrastructure and off-site transportation by air and sealift. Limited local use of the immediate
site area occurs (i.e., for hunting and fishing, etc.). In some cases, there are regularly used
fishing and hunting areas immediately adjacent to the sites (i.e., Cambridge Bay).
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For DEW Line Clean Up, public notification has been used as a secondary source of public
consultation, using a one-way exchange of information with the public. The purpose of this
particular process is to provide notification of report preparation, decisions that are made and
actions that have been or are planned to be taken. For this project, this particular methodology
has not been considered ‘participation’. Public notification has been used mainly for notifying
the public of the results of previous environmental assessments.

Public consultation has been used to involve the public in the environmental assessment process
through dialogue between northern residents and the project representatives. This dialogue has
proved useful in identifying public concerns, needs and values before final decisions on courses
of action were made.

1992 Program
Nine communities were visited in 1992:

Broughton Island

Clyde River

Igloolik

Hall Beach

Taloyoak (Spence Bay)
Pelly Bay

Gjoa Haven

Kugluktuk (Coppermine)
Cambridge Bay

The main goals in 1992 were to present the base clean up protocol and plan as well as hear
suggestions and ideas from the public. The objectives of the initial meetings included the
following:

a. Provide general information to the community regarding the status and schedule
for the project;

b. Provide information regarding the process for closure and cleanup of the DEW
Line;

c. Present environmental information regarding the DEW Line Clean Up (DLCU)
Protocol adopted for the project;

d. Provide general information regarding the demolition/disposal of facilities;

€. Obtain information regarding public concerns through discussions at the meetings
and through questionnaires; and
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Questions and concerns were raised by the public regarding a variety of aspects of this project.
While the majority of concerns were in regards to socio-economic effects and benefits
(employment opportunities) there was also a concern over the environmental protection measures
that were to be employed during the clean up. The residents of these communites have expressed
a desire to obtain job training and to be involved with the clean up of these sites. With respect to
environmental protection, concern was expressed as to how the clean up of these sites would
impact the food chain over the short and long terms. There were a number of concerns over how
previous disposal practices, particularly ocean dumping, was conducted and what the effects
have and will be. Another aspect of environmental protection raised by the public was that of
aesthetics. Questions were asked about how the sites would look like at the end of the clean up.
No major concerns about the effect of the clean up operations were raised.

The issues outlined above were addressed through discussions during the meetings and concerns
were alleviated through these consultation sessions.

1994 Program

In 1994, public consultation focused on involvement of both the territorial (GNWT) government
and recently formed Inuit organisations. Two meetings were held in late 1994 with Nunavut
officials in Cambridge Bay (Kitikmeot Inuit Association/Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated joint
meeting and Nunavut Planning Commission).

1996 Program

In 1996, the DEW Line Clean Up project resumed its public consultation program by holding
public meetings at those communities that would be closest to those sites undergoing clean up in
1996. Within the Nunavut Settlement Area, the communities of Broughton Island and Clyde
River were invited to participate in a public meeting discussing upcoming DEW Line Clean Up
activities.

1997 Program

The DEW Line Clean Up project office followed up on the 1996 community visits in cases
where there is local interest to do so. Both Clyde River and Broughton Island hosted a public
information session. These meetings focused on providing planning details as to the upcoming
work at the site. Community interest continued to be high, especially in the area of employment
opportunities, environmental protection and salvage opportunities.

Future Public Involvement Activities Starting in 1998
As the project enters the implementation phase, public involvement will focus on providing

communities with an update on clean up activities within their local area. Several community
specific activities will be undertaken:
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