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June 3, 2003

Vemon Betts

Homestake Canada Inc.
P.O.Box 11115
1100-1055 W.Georgia St.
Vancouver, B.C. V6E 3P3

E-mail: vbens@homestake.com

Re: Response to comments from Environment Canada

Cullaton Lake Project
Please respond to the comments forwarded by Environment Canada. Of particular interest to
NIRB is the question of “passive treatment™. Under section 5.2.3 “Collection and Treatment of
Surface Runoff and Seepage” this was not considered a viable option.

All information is to be forwarded to Colette Meloche of Environment Canada and myself at
NIRB.

If you have any questions regarding, please do not hesitate to contact our office.

Yours truly,

Glﬁ%’ M

Environmental Assessment Officer
Tel: (867) 983-2593
Fax: (867) 983-2574

DIocoswuwBicur wnirg & MNemestake -1LAE
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Canaga Ganada

Environmental Frotestion Branch

Qlmugiuk Bullding 969 F.0. Bax 1870

Igaluit, NU  X0A 0HO i

Tel: (B67) 9754639 ’

Fax: (BB7) 9754645 ' |
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May 23, 2003 ‘-
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Gladys Joudrey ;

Environmenial Assessment Officer i

Nunavut Impact Review Beard

P.C. Box 2879

Tel: (367) B83-25Y3
ax: (BG7) 963-2594 Via Facsimile
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Cambridge Bay, NU  XO0B 0CO l)

RE: NIRB 03ANOE7 -~ Homastake Canada Inc. - Cullaton Lake Project

A
©n behalf of Environment Canada (EC), | have reviewed the informalion submilled wilh uia
above-mentioned applicatinn, The following spaclalist advice has been provided pureuani o i
Enviranment Canada’s mandated responsibilities for the enfarcement of the Canadian
Environmental Protection Act, Section 36(3) of the Fisherigs Act, the Migrslory Birds Convention ‘
Act, 3N Me Species 8t Kisk Act.

Homestake Ganada Inc. Is applying for an amandment {o the abandonmant and restoration plan
portion of their appraved water license to allow for the encapsulation of waste rock at the Shear
Lake portal. Homestake Ganada Inc. Identified the onset of acid rock drainage (ARD) originating
fiom Lhe wysle rock plle located adjacent to Shear Lake, Associated etfects noted include
depressed pM and alavated sulphate in surface waters, as well as lecalized damage to
vegstation. An application fo eontrnl the ARD via subaqueous dispesal was mads in Margh 2001,
However, subsequent work by the proponent ldentified encapsuiation as the preferred method,
and this work was completed in 2001. This amendment application includes an overview of the
encapsulation wark that has been completed, ¥y well #$ the "Assassment of Closure Optipns and
Impactg, Shear Lake Zone Waste Rock Dump® repart. r

Homestake Canada Inc. has identified seepage as a potential impact resulfing from the
encapsulation of the waste rock pile, As such, a foe berm has been constructed around the pile
v coliect any potential seepage and prevent averiand flow, ang no sespage was noted in 2002.
Environment Canada requeste further informatjon regarding the “passive treatment’ measures
that Hoargsstake has identifiad to be implementgd in the event that seepags fram the plie
occurrad.

Az e information or drawings were presented Jn the application indivaling eilher the number of
thermistors to be installan at SNP station 940-28 or the size / exact location of the pile, EC Ie
unable to comment on whather the numbar of thermistors is adequate for the size of the waste
rock pile.

Homeetake Canada Ine. is propesing to monitor the water quality and temperalures al the (wa

new SNP stations In 2003 and 2004 only. Environment Canada requests additional information
regarding the parameters for the water quality monitaring at the new SNP station 840-25. Given :
that the two new SNP stations will be established during the 2003 sits inspection, this would only | |
allow [ upproximately 1% years of gata 10 be collected. Envirenment Canada recommends that | |
the menitoring program for this waste rock disposal area be cantinued until 2008, which will allow
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for a full 8 yoars of campling data to be collected, with addllivnal sainpling W be done in years 7
and 10.

If there are any other changes in the proposad project, EC should be nolified, as further review
may bé necuuswy. Plesse do not hesitate to contact me with any guestions or camments with
regards lo the faregoing at (867) 876-1638 or by emaiil at colette.meloche@ec.ge.ca.

Yours fruly, .
CAd L. |

Colatte Msiocia

Environmental Assessment Specialist

o {Mike Foumier, Normem Environmental Assessment Coordinator, Enviranment Canada, Yajjowknife)
{Anns Wilsan. Waler Polluion Spacdialist, Frvimnment Canada, Yefiowkniie)
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