
1 
 

 

 
 

 
File No.:  Licence 1BR-IIA--- 

 
  June 9, 2015 
 
John Wood 

Chief Executive Officer 

Arctic Infrastructure Limited Partnership 

Suite 5600, 100 King Street W 

Toronto, Ontario 

M5X 1C9 

 

E-mail:  john.wood@aip-iiaip.com 
 

Subject:    Water Licence Application for Iqaluit International Airport Improvement 

Project (IIAIP) 
 

 
 

Dear Mr. Wood: 

 
The Nunavut Water Board (NWB or Board) has completed its technical  review of the 

water  l icence appl icat ion submit ted to  the NWB by AILP on  Apri l  21,  2015.   

Al though general ly found to be  in  good working order ,  t he Appl icat ion ,  

contains  deficiencies  that  the NWB and interested part ies  bel ieve require 

addressing before the appl icat ion  can  proceed.  AANDC  Water  Resources  

submit ted  i ts  comments  regarding the  a ppl icat ion  to  the  NWB on June 8,  

2015,  which  specif ical ly requested that  i t s  concerns be addressed  “before the 

issuance of  a  l icence”;  a  viewpoint  that  for  many of  the  condi t ions ,  the NWB 

supports .  It  should be noted that  number of  these concerns were  addressed to  

the NWB, and  hence the NWB only expects  a  response to  comments  2,  3 ,  4 ,  

5 ,  6 ,  and 7.  AANDC’s recommendat ions have been at tached for  your  

convenience,  and i t  i s  relevant  to  note that  many of  AANDC’s concerns 

mirrored the concerns of  the NWB, but  for  s implici ty ,  the NWB has removed 

the overlapping considerat ions from i ts  own comments .  The NWB’s 

remaining considera t ions  are provided below:  

 

1 .  As noted in  Block  13 and 15 of  the Appl icat ion,  and suggested  in  the  

document  ent i t led Memo of Intent  Ci ty of  Iqalui t ,  water  supply and waste  
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management  for  the worker’s  camp is  planned to be faci l i tated by 

municipal  services ,  pursuant  to  a tentat ive agreement  between the AILP 

and the Ci ty of  Iqalui t .  To pursue this  s t rategy AILP must  submit  a  copy 

of  the agreement  between  i tsel f  and  the  Ci ty of  Iqalui t  to  the Board for  

review.  If  this  document  is  not  readi ly avai lable the NWB wil l  include i t  

as  a  condi t ion in  the l icence,  but  i t  should be s t ressed that  i t s  submission 

is  required  before water  use or  waste disposal  act ivi t ies  commence at  the  

camp.  

 

2 .  Sect ion 3.2.6.  of  the Water  Management  Plan indicates  that  contaminated 

soi ls  wi l l  be placed  on an impermeable  membrane,  and asso ciated contact  

water  wil l  be col lected and tes ted;  but  i t  i s  unclear  whether  this  is  

referr ing to  contaminated soi l s  al ready ident i f ied by the Proponent ,  or  for  

future contaminated soi ls  encountered.  It  i s  not  clear  from the plans 

submit ted whether  future soi l  sampling wil l  occur,  what  the t r iggers  wil l  

be for  such sampling,  and what  appl icable sampling procedures  wil l  be 

fol lowed.   

 

3 .  It  i s  unclear  from the Remediat ion Work Plan Iqalui t  Airport  and the 

Water  Management  Plan whether  water  that  accumulates  on  top of  the Soi l  

Containment  Cel l ’s  geomembrane cover  and any associated  runoff  wil l  be 

considered  as  potent ial ly contaminated;  or  rather ,  i t  wi l l  be held in  the  

holding basins  and tes ted prior  to  discharge .  

 

4 .  The SGMP indicates  that  roughly 10,000 m
3
 of  material  wi l l  be needed as  

f i l l  for  construct ion act ivi t ies ;  i t  i s  unclear  where the Proponent  wil l  

source this  material .  If  borrow pi ts  are planned,  the locat ions and 

detai ls  (number of  borrow pi ts ,  locat ions,  dis tance f rom water  bodies ,  

borrow materials  ARD/ML potent ial  etc . )  should be provided as  wel l .  If  

this  plan is  not  readi ly avai lable,  the NWB is  agreeable to  including i t  as  

a  condi t ion in  the l icence.  

 

5 .  Although the  Proponent  has  developed mit igat ion  measures  in  the  Erosion 

and Sediment  Control  Plan ,  and the Environmental  Impacts  Plan,  to 

minimize waste to  water  during construct ion act ivi t ies ,  i t  i s  unclear  how 

the Proponent  wil l  assess ,  especial ly during in -water  work,  that  the 

mit igat ion measures  are  effect ive ,  and detr imental  sediment  loading is  not 

occurring in  downstream waters .  It  does  not  appear that  the Proponent  

plans to  conduct  any surface water  moni toring over  the course of  

construct ion act ivi t ies ,  which t radi t ional ly const i tutes  one  of  the primary 

confirmatory environmental  assessment  tool s  for  projects  that  involve in -

water  work.  Especial ly for  in -water  work,  water  samples  for  Total  

Suspended Sol ids  (TSS)—and other  ident i f ied  chemical  parameters  of  

concern—are normally taken  at  regular  intervals  downstream of the 

construct ion work,  in  addi t ion to  in-s i tu  e lectronic  readings,  and  should  

monitoring indicate  that  environmental  l imits  are being compromised the 

in-water  work is  suspended.   In  addi t ion ,  the project  would benefi t  f rom a 
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si te-wide surface water  sampling program. Concerns h ave been raised  

during the appl icat ion about  contaminated waters  and soi l s  encountered  

during construct ion act ivi t ies ,  and al though the Proponent  has  included 

mit igat ion measures  for  such encounters ,  the NWB cont inues t o  hold 

reservat ions,  due to  the ex ten t  of  construct ion act ivi t ies  and  the industr ial  

his tory of  the s i te ,  that  downstream water  resources  wil l  not  be negat ively 

affected.  The NWB bel ieves  the  Proponent  would s ignif icant ly s t rengthen 

i ts  moni toring program by including surface water  qual i ty mo nitoring at  

the f inal  discharge  points  from the s i te ,  downstream from construct ion 

act ivi t ies ,  specif ica l ly at  points  downstream of  WC-A and DT-A at  the 

southeast  corner  of  the s i te ,  and at  the discharge point  of  the Inner  

Drainage Ditch to  the west  s ide of  the s i te ,  when discharge  from this  area  

occurs .  Moreover,  the NWB understands that  surface water  entering the 

s i te  originates  primari ly from the  north ,  which may be influenced  by 

industr ial  act ivi ty.  As such,  i t  i s  recommended that  any surface water  

moni toring program include water  qual i ty resul ts  f rom inf low locat ions 

for  comparat ive analysis .  

 

6 .  The Water  Management  Plan indicates  that  s tored soi ls  wi l l  be located  in  

an area of  30 metres  from any water  body.  In l ine with AANDC Northern 

Land Use Guidel ines ,  s tored materials ,  bui ldings and  s tockpi les  of  

materials  should be located at  l east  31 metres  from the high water  mark of  

any water  body.  

 

In  addi t ion,  the NWB requested addi t ional  informat ion about  the Inner Field 

water  source  ident i f ied for  dust  suppression and spraying of  aggregate,  from 

the AILP on June 2,  2015.  AANDC, in  i ts  comments ,  provided a number of  

quest ions regarding this  water  source as  wel l .  The Licensee is  requested to  

address  these inquir ies ,  and provide a quant i f iable descript ion of  the water  

source’s  vicini ty to  any nearby waste s torage faci l i t ies .   

 

These inquir ies  should be addressed  appropriately in  their  corresponding 

plans.  The NWB understands that  the issuance of  a  water  l i cence is  imminent 

for  the  commencement  of  many act ivi t ies  on-si te  this  construct ion season.  If  

the Licensee bel ieves  that  certain inqui r ies  wil l  require a s ignif icant  amount  

of  t ime to respond to,  and wil l  not  be relevant  unt i l  a  later  date in  the  

construct ion season ,  the NWB is  open to considering requests  to  include 

some of  the updates  as  condi t ions for  addendums or  revis ions in  the l icence,  

i f  appropriate just i f icat ion can be provided.   

 
If you have any questions related to this correspondence, please contact the technical advisor 

assigned to the file at (867) 360-6338 or by email to brady.maccarl@nwb-oen.ca 
 

Regards, 

 
Brady MacCarl 

Technical Advisor 
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