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On behalf of Transport Canada, BLM-KEL-60 Corporation (JV-60) completed post-remediation environmental monitoring activities at the Resolute Bay Airport Landfill, located on Cornwallis Island, Nunavut, from July 7 to 8, 2023, and from July 20 to 24, 2023. The program included thermal monitoring at AEC 1, and groundwater and surface water monitoring and visual inspections of all three AECs. 

A local environmental assistant was employed to help with the work, including wildlife monitoring and visual inspections of the landfill. The monitoring program was implemented to evaluate the sustained effectiveness of the completed landfill remediation project. The environmental monitoring program was carried out in accordance with the Nunavut Water Board (NWB) Licence 1BR-RBL1929 and applicable Post-Closure Monitoring Plan (December 2020). 

Based on visual inspections, the landfill is functioning as designed with all three locations’ overall performance considered acceptable. The observations were similar to the conditions noted during the 2022 program. Evidence of drainage channels were observed on the slope of AEC 3, however the natural settlement features are not anticipated to impact the performance of the landfill cover or remedial work. Additionally, one surface water sample had select metal concentrations that marginally exceeded guidelines, though not at concerning levels. A longer record of groundwater and surface water results is required to compare upgradient vs downgradient locations and to evaluate trends.

Transport Canada will continue annual post-remedial monitoring at the Resolute Bay Airport Landfill in accordance with its NWB Licence.
