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Rita Becker, Licensing Administrator

Nunavut Water Board, Gjoa Haven, NT

SUBJECT:  Water Permit NWB2ELL, Ellesmere Island

Rita.

Further to our conversation on Friday past regarding the Water Permit application of Cominco Ltd. for planned exploration work on northeastern Ellesmere Island.  

Firstly.  Please remind all parties at the upcoming teleconference Public Hearing of the communication Cominco Ltd. had with hamlet officials in Grise Fiord in mid- April regarding the planned program, which included full circulation of project summaries in english and inuktitut to the mayor, SAO, and CLARC and HTA chairpersons.  Cominco Ltd. actively sought feedback on the program from all parties at this time, as well as requesting names of any interested parties for employment as field assistants.  Further, I offered to be available for public consultation, which in the least would include a visit to the hamlet prior to my travel to the field camp.  As it stands, Jimmy Nungaq will join the field crew.  

Secondly, please reassure all parties at the teleconference that as with previous surface exploration programs run by Cominco Ltd. in the Arctic Islands, inlcuding work on southern Ellesmere Island in 1997, all provisions and rules set out in DIAND Prospecting Permit guidelines will be met, as well as those in NIRB exploration guidlines.  It is a Cominco Ltd. policy not to disturb or harm wildlife in any way during the course of field work and this will be strictly enforced during the upcoming summer program, inlcuding a “no low flight” policy for helicopter set-outs and pick-ups.  Daily work will include reconnaissance foot traverses only, similar in fashion to work done by the GSC in the same region for the past 2 summers, and again this summer.  There will be no ATV’s, to minimze impact on the tundra, and there will be no heavy equipment used for camp mobilization, camp construction, or camp maintenance.

With regard to a letter received by Cominco Ltd. on June 9th from the HTA chairperson in Grise Fiord regarding the upcoming program.  Please reassure Jaypetee that indeed a project summary, including solicitation for feedback, was addressed to the HTA Chair and sent to the Hamlet office in April, and that the numerous conversations I had with Robert Sheaves regarding the program included an appointed conversation with the the Grise Fiord mayor, Liza, via a translator, with project summary in hand, at which time, no major issues were raised.  Again, if there is concern regarding low-flying helicopters and disturbence to wildlife, please ensure all parties that Cominco Ltd. has in the past, and will continue on this program, a strict policy of no near-to-surface helicopter flying. 

We are looking forward to a productive and enjoyable time on northeastern Ellesmere Island this summer.  I am the Project Supervisor, and will be the field supervisor during the summer program.

Michael H. Gunning










