PROJECT  SUMMARY,  COMINCO  LTD.

2001 Reconnaissance Mineral Exploration Program
Scoresby Bay, NE Ellesmere Island


Surface exploration work planned for June, 2001 is a continuation of reconnaissance surface mineral exploration conducted across Judge Daly Promontory by Cominco Ltd. in 2000.  The base camp will move for the planned work in 2001, from it’s location in 2000 at Carl Ritter Bay, to Scoresby Bay some 150 km to the south.  A map is attached showing the new camp location, and the permit work areas.  In 1998, the Geological Survey of Canada established a temporary airstrip, suitable for Twin Otter aircraft equiped with tundra tires, at Scoresby Bay, and used the strip to service a summer field camp for two consecutive years.  All camp materials, including all empty fuel drums, will be moved from Carl Ritter Bay to Scoresby Bay in April, 2001, as soon as snow conditions permit twin otter access.  


The work in 2001 will be the same as that done in 2000, a surface reconnaissance program, done by a crew of 5 field workers for a period of approximately 4 weeks, commencing in mid June.  Work would be done throughout and around a block of 16 DIAND Prospecting Permits held in good standing by Cominco Ltd., covering various areas on Judge Daly Promontory.  Work will include geological mapping and prospecting, and stream sediment geochemistry.  Daily foot traverses will be done by teams of two people, with set-outs and pick-ups serviced by a dedicated helicopter based at camp.  There is a contingency in the program for mineral claim staking, but none is planned.  


I am the Project Supervisor responsible for all administration, pre-field season preparation, and post- field season reporting related to the Ellesmere Project, and as well, will be the field supervisor during the summer field program.  All work is on crown land, within the High Arctic IOL Excempt Area, and east of the Ellesmere Island National Park Reserve.  A request for a one year extension to our existing DIAND Land Use Permit has been submitted.  Officials at Grise Fiord, including the Mayor and SAO, and CLARC and HTA chairs, were consulted for the 2000 program, and I will again make contact with the Hamlet prior to the field program, including a visit to the Hamlet prior to work commencing; a field assistant from Grise Fiord will again be part of the field crew in 2001.  

As with previous surface exploration programs run by Cominco Ltd. in the Arctic Islands, all provisions and rules set out in DIAND Prospecting Permit guidelines will be met.  It is a Cominco Ltd. policy not to disturb or harm wildlife in any way during the course of field work and this will be strictly enforced during the upcoming summer program.  Daily work will be done on foot, without the aid of ATV’s, to minimize impact on the tundra, and there will be no heavy equipment used for camp mobilization, camp construction, or camp maintenance.  Sumps will be used for kitchen and shower effluence in the camp.  Waste will be burned in drums, with remains shipped back to Resolute Bay for disposal.  A project summary, including provisions for Health and Safety, is on file with the Chief Inspector of Mines, Yellowknife.  Regulations pertaining to mineral exploration in the NWT and Nunavut are strictly followed; WHMS data sheets and the NWT Mines Heath and Safety Act will be on hand in camp. 

We are looking forward to a productive and enjoyable time on northeastern Ellesmere Island this summer.  Please contact me if you require any additional information.

Michael H. Gunning

Exploration Geologist










