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Environmental Protection Branch

Qimugjuk Building 969  P.O. Box 1870

Iqaluit, NU     X0A 0H0

Tel: (867) 975-4639

Fax: (867) 975-4645

July 6, 2004





Our file:  4703 001

Jorgen Komak

Environmental Assessment Officer

Nunavut Impact Review Board

P.O. Box 2379

Cambridge Bay, NU   

Tel: (867) 983-4612

Fax: (867) 983-2594




Via Facsimile
Phyllis Beaulieu

Manager of Licensing

Nunavut Water Board

P.O. Box 119

Gjoa Haven, NU

Tel: (867) 360-6338

Fax: (867) 360-6369




Via Email at licensing@nwb.nunavut.ca
 RE:
 NIRB 04EN084 /MWB2FOR – Emnak Exploration Inc. – Mineral Exploration

On behalf of Environment Canada (EC), I have reviewed the information submitted with the above-mentioned application.  The following specialist advice has been provided pursuant to Environment Canada’s mandated responsibilities for the enforcement of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, Section 36(3) of the Fisheries Act, the Migratory Birds Convention Act, and the Species at Risk Act.

Emnak Exploration Inc. is proposing to conduct prospecting work and establish a temporary camp near the location of the old Fort Ross trading post and settlement, on southern Somerset Island.  The camp will hold a maximum of 12 people.  No diamond drilling will be conducted.

Environment Canada recommends that the following conditions be applied throughout all stages of the project:

· The proponent shall not deposit, nor permit the deposit of any fuel, chemicals, wastes or sediment into any water body.  According to the Fisheries Act, Section 36(3), the deposition of deleterious substances of any type in water frequented by fish, or in any place under any conditions where the deleterious substance, or any other deleterious substance that results from the deposit of the deleterious substance, may enter any such water, is prohibited.
· Environment Canada recommends the use of an approved incinerator for the disposal of combustible camp wastes

· The proponent shall ensure that all hazardous wastes, including waste oil, received proper treatment and disposal at an approved facility.

· Fuel caches shall be located above the high water mark of any water body, and in such a manner as to prevent the contents from entering any water body frequented by fish.  Further, when storing barreled fuel on location, EC recommends the use of secondary containment, such as self-supporting insta-berms.

· All sumps shall be located above the high water mark of any water body and in such a manner as to prevent the contents from entering any water body frequented by fish.  Further, all sumps shall be backfilled upon completion of the field season and contoured to match the surrounding landscape.

· The proponent shall not store materials on the surface ice of lakes or streams, except that which is for immediate use.

· Environment Canada recommends the use of drip pans, or other similar preventative measure, when refueling equipment on site.

· All spills are to be documented and reported to the 24 hour Spill Line at (867) 920-8130.

· The area of the proposed work is located near Creswell Bay, which has been identified as a key terrestrial migratory bird habitat site by the Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) of Environment Canada.   Section 6 (a) of the Migratory Birds Regulations states that no one shall disturb or destroy the nests or eggs of migratory birds. Therefore, CWS recommends that all activities be conducted outside the migratory bird breeding season, which extends from approximately June1 to August 1. These dates are approximate, and if active nests (i.e. nests containing eggs or young) are encountered outside of these dates the proponent should avoid the area until nesting is complete (i.e. the young have left the vicinity of the nest).

· If activities are permitted to occur during the breeding season, CWS recommends that the proponent confirm there are no active nests (i.e. nests containing eggs or young) in the vicinity of their operations before activities commence. If active nests of migratory birds are discovered, the proponent should halt all activities until nesting is completed (i.e. the young have left the vicinity of the nest).

· CWS recommends that the proponent maintain a flight altitude of at least 610 m during horizontal (point to point) flight and a vertical distance of 1000 m and horizontal distance of 1500 m from any observed concentrations (flocks / groups) of birds. 

· Species at risk as defined by the Species at Risk Act may be encountered in the project area.  The proponent shall make themselves aware of the special status of these species and minimize disturbance or contact with them.  Species at risk which may be encountered include, but are not limited to, polar bears, wolverines, and tundrius peregrine falcons, listed as species of Special Concern under Schedule 3 of the Species at Risk Act.  In their application, the proponent has also indicated that Peary caribou, listed as endangered on Schedule 2 of the Species at Risk Act, are present in the project area.  

If there are any changes in the proposed project, EC should be notified, as further review may be necessary.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or comments with regards to the foregoing at (867) 975-4639 or by email at colette.meloche@ec.gc.ca. 
Yours truly,

Original signed by

Colette Meloche 

Environmental Assessment / Contaminated Sites Specialist

cc:
(Paula Pacholek, Northern Environmental Assessment Coordinator, Environment Canada, Yellowknife)


(Mike Fournier, Environmental Assessment Coordinator, Canadian Wildlife Service, Environment Canada)
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