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Environmental Protection Branch

Qimugjuk Building 969  P.O. Box 1870

Iqaluit, NU     X0A 0H0

Tel: (867) 975-4639

Fax: (867) 975-4645

February 28, 2003



 






Our file:   4703 001

Gladys Joudrey

Environmental Assessment Officer

Nunavut Impact Review Board

P.O. Box 2379

Cambridge Bay, NU    X0B 0C0

Tel: (867) 983-2593

Fax: (867) 983-2594

 RE:
NIRB 03EN016 – BHP Billiton Diamonds Inc., Hayes River Project

On behalf of Environmental Protection Branch (EPB) of Environment Canada (EC), I have reviewed the information submitted with the above-mentioned application.  The following specialist advice has been provided pursuant to Environment Canada’s mandated responsibilities for the enforcement of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, Section 36(3) of the Fisheries Act, the Migratory Birds Convention Act, the Migratory Birds Sanctuary Regulations, and the Migratory Birds Regulations, as well as the Species at Risk Act.
BHP Billiton Diamonds, Inc. is proposing to conduct a regional surface sampling survey around the communities of Pelly Bay, Gjoa Haven, and Taloyoak.  The exploration will be based out of Gjoa Haven and Taloyoak, with some work being conducted from two small field camps, one of which is in the Hayes River area east of Chantery Inlet, and one south of Bellot Straight.  Samples would be taken several kilometers apart, and transportation would be by helicopter.  Work would occur from June to September 2003.

Given that a portion of this project is proposed to occur within the Rasmussen Lowlands, an International Union of the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) Ramsar site during the migratory bird breeding season, EC has concerns that the project could significantly impact the breeding, brood-rearing, moulting and staging of birds.  This area is a very productive migratory bird habitat, providing key nesting, moulting and staging habitat.  Due to the considerable potential for that this project has to impact migratory birds in the area, Canadian Wildlife Services (CWS) will be sending a letter to the proponent and the Nunavut Impact Review Board under separate cover to address these issues.

Environment Canada, EPB, recommends that the following conditions be applied throughout all stages of the project:

· The proponent shall not deposit, nor permit the deposit of sediment, fuels, or wastes associated with the project into any water body.  According to the Fisheries Act, Section 36(3), the deposition of deleterious substances of any type in water frequented by fish, or in any place under any conditions where the deleterious substance, or any other deleterious substance that results from the deposit of the deleterious substance, may enter any such water, is prohibited.
· All sumps shall be located above the high water mark of any waterbody, and located in such a manner that the contents do not enter any waterbody frequented by fish.  Further, all sumps shall be backfilled upon completion of the field season and recontoured to match the existing landscape.

· Environment Canada recommends the use of an approved incinerator for the disposal of combustible camp wastes.

· All fuel caches shall be located above the high water mark of any waterbody and located in such a manner that the contents do not enter any waterbody frequented by fish.

· All spills are to be documented and reported to the NWT Spill Response Line at (867) 920-8130.

.

If there are any changes to the proposed project, EC should be notified, as further review may be necessary.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or comments with regards to the foregoing at (867) 975-4639 or by email at colette.meloche@ec.gc.ca. 
Yours truly,

Colette Meloche 

Environmental Assessment Specialist

cc:
(Mike Fournier, Northern Environmental Assessment Coordinator, Environment Canada, Yellowknife)

(Vanessa Charlwood, Environmental Assessment Coordinator, CWS, Yellowknife)
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