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Re: Hayes River BHP Billiton Diamond Exploration Project NIRB File No. 03N016





Dear Ms. Joudrey,





The Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) has reviewed the water use permit application for the Hayes River BHP Billiton Diamond Exploration project and provides comments pursuant to the Migratory Birds Convention Act, Migratory Birds Sanctuary Regulations, Migratory Birds Regulations and the Species at Risk Act.





There are two main issues that CWS would like to address with respect to this proposed exploration project:





The Regional Sampling boundaries identified on a map in the project description captures three very important migratory bird areas in Nunavut, the Rasmussen Lowlands, the Lower Back River and Franklin Lake and an area east of the Kaleet River.  These sites are described in the accompanying documents “Key Migratory Bird Terrestrial Habitat Sites in the Northwest Territories by Alexander et al. 1991” and “Assessment of Bird Populations in the Rasmussen Lowlands, Nunavut by Johnston et al. 2000”. 





The Rasmussen Lowlands are designated as a Ramsar site (Wetland of International Importance) by the International Union for Conservation of Nature.  It is also identified as a key terrestrial habitat site for migratory birds (p. 122 of Alexander et al. 1991) and a portion of it has been recommended for protection as a National Wildlife Area (p. 47 of Johnston et al. 2000).  This area supports at least 35 nesting bird species.  For at least 5 species, more than 1% of their continental population breeds in the Rasmussen Lowlands.  It is the most important known breeding area in the entire eastern Arctic for Tundra Swans. Other birds breeding in the Lowlands in high proportions include: King Eiders, Long-tailed Ducks, Red Phalaropes, American Golden-Plovers, White-rumped Sandpipers, Greater White-fronted Geese, Lesser Snow Geese, Sabine’s Gulls, and a number of passerine species.  Significant populations of Peregrine Falcons and Rough-legged Hawks use the cliffs and bluffs in this region as breeding sites.  





The Lower Back River and Franklin Lake is also a key terrestrial habitat site for migratory birds (p. 118 of Alexander et al. 1991), in particular the confluence of the Back and Hayes Rivers is used by migratory birds for spring staging.  Canada Geese, Lesser Snow Geese, Tundra Swans, Sandhill Cranes, King Eiders, scoters, loons and shorebirds are among the birds stage here.





The land bounded by the Kaleet River on the west and the drainage to Elliot Bay on the east is also a key terrestrial habitat site for migratory birds (p. 114 of Alexander et al. 1991).  This area is adjacent to Queen Maud Gulf Bird Sanctuary, is rich in wet sedge lowland, and is used by many species of migratory birds for nesting, moulting and staging.  Birds that nest here include Ross’ Geese, Lesser Snow Geese, large Canada Geese, Greater White-fronted Geese, Northern Pintails, King Eiders, Long-tailed Ducks, Common Eiders, Sandhill Cranes, Pectoral Sandpipers, Semipalmated Sandpipers, Lesser Golden Plovers and other shorebird species. 





CWS believes that due to the importance of the areas to migratory birds, and the timing and types of activities of the proposed project, there is a high probability of the project having a negative impact on breeding birds.  Please provide us with coordinates for each sampling location and the methodology to be employed at each site once this information has been finalized.





The exploration project is proposed to occur between the end of June and the beginning of September. The proposed timing overlaps almost entirely with the breeding season for the species listed above, and would necessarily result in disturbing or destroying migratory birds and/or their eggs. Section 6(a) of the Migratory Birds Regulations states that no one shall destroy or disturb migratory birds or their nests or eggs.  CWS believes that the proposed activity has a very high probability of resulting in the proponent contravening this regulation.  CWS recommends:





Not entering the three important areas indicated above (maps are included in the supporting documents) between June 1 and August 15.  





Not locating a camp in any of the three important areas indicated above.





Not entering the Queen Maud Gulf Bird Sanctuary.





CWS agrees with the 300 m cruising altitude when flying between sites.





Given the high abundance of migratory birds in the area, it is likely that the proponent will encounter concentrations of birds (either nesting, brood-rearing or moulting).  The proponent should avoid sampling sites with a concentration of birds.





CWS recommends avoiding cliffs and bluffs entirely (e.g. Simpson Hills and Murchison River Valley) because they are likely to contain nesting Peregrine Falcons and Rough-legged Hawks.  





The three subregions of the proposed exploration project, (Rasmussen Lowlands, Lower Back River/Franklin Lake, Kaleet River eastward to the river/lake system draining into Elliot Bay), are some of the most biologically productive sites for migratory birds in Kivalliq and CWS does not support exploration activities in these areas during the breeding season.  It is only fair to advise BHP Billiton that future, more intense exploration in these regions will not be supported by CWS.





Please do not hesitate to contact me at (867) 669-4765 or vanessa.charlwood@ec.gc.ca with any questions or comments.





Yours truly,














Vanessa Charlwood, M. Sc.


Environmental Assessment Coordinator





cc:	Stephen Harbicht, Colette Meloche 		Environment Canada


	


Jeremy Howe 				BHP Billiton Diamonds Inc.


1400 – 1111 West Georgia Street


Vancouver, BC  V6E 4M3


Tel: (604) 632-1451/Fax: (604) 683-4125


Enclosures : 	Key Migratory Bird Terrestrial Habitat Sites in the Northwest Territories by Alexander et			al. 1991


		Assessment of Bird Populations in the Rasmussen Lowlands, Nunavut by Johnston et al.			2000
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