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RE: Explocatory Diamond Drilling for Inulik Lake Project, Nunavul.
Dear Ms. Stocleru

This letter is w0 advise that The Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Fish [Tabitat
Managesment (DIFO-FIIM) teeeived the project proposal information, submitted by (e
Nunavuf Jmpact Review Board, for geophysical mapping and exploratory diamond drilling
for the Inulik Lake Project. The proposed time schedule is March 25, 2003 1o March 24,
2005. DFO-FHM’s assessment (akes into consideration primarily fish and fish habitat
telated concerns. T have reviewed the plans for the proposed work.

Operations in or near waler may result in the hannful altecation, disruption or desiruction
of fish habitat, which is prohibited under Section 35 of the Fisheries Act. The {otlowing
mitigation measures, along with mitigation measures indicated in the project proposal.
are intended to prevent any potentially harmful impacts (o fish and fish habitat.

e Il artesian flow is uncountered, drill holes should be plugged and pernmnently sealed
upon completion of the project.

e All disturbed arcas should be stabilized and re-vegelaled as yequired, upon
completion of work, and restored to a pre-disturbed state.

o No malerial should be Ieft on the ice when (here is potential for that imalerial to cuter
the water (i.c. spring break-up).

o If the drilling requites water in sufficienl volume that the source water body nay be
drawn down please subinil details (volume required, size of water body, fish species
ete.) to DEO-FHM lor review. DFO-FHM docs not recommiend the use of stieiuns as
a water source.
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Ex(raclion of water via intake from any walter body is prohibited under Scetion 30 ol the
Fisheries Act unless the entrapce of the intake is properly sercencd (o prevent the
entraininent of fish. Refer to the Freshwater Intake End-of-Pipe Fish Screen Guideline
(DO 1995), available upon tequest. No harm will cotne to fish during water remove) as
long as the lollowing mitigation measures are pursucd.

* Ensure that the holes inthe screen are small enough that no [ish of any siz¢ cin pass '
through the screcn and into the intake.

* Make cerain that the fish guard or screen is properly maintained ina good and
clficicnt state of repair, and do not permit its removal except for renewal or repair.

¢ During the time in which a renewal or repair is being conducted, the enlrancee of th
waler inlake must be closed in order to prevent the passage of {ish into the intake.

Depositing deleterious substances into fish bearing waters is prohibited as stated il
Subsection 36(3) ol the [fisheries Act. The following are additional measures to mitigats
habitat disturbance or loss as well as the deposition of deleterious substunces.

s Scdiment and crosion control measures should be implemented prior 1o, and
maintained during the work to prevent sediment entry into the waler during a spring
thaw.

o Dyill cultings should be disposed of in a sump such that they do nol enter any willer
budy. The use of biodegradable, salt free drill additives is cncouraged over non-
biodegraduble types. However, it is most preferable to properly dispose ef drill
cullings by bringing them {o an approved dumpsite.

e It is recommended that camp sewage be burned as much as possible with e
unburned of sewage being sealed in containers and flown (0 an approved duppsite.

o Al wastes, drill cuttings, sewape containments and [uel caches st be located o
minimum of thirty (30) metres [rom the normal high water mark of any watcr body.
Irwpermeable spill mats or plastic sheets as well as elficient containment berins
should be incorporated into these caches (o ensure that conlaminants do nol enler
walcr bodics.

» Al activitics, including maintenance procedures and vehicular refuelling, should be
conlrolled to prevent the entry of petroleum products, sediment, debris, rublide, or
olher delelerious substances into the water. Tmpermeable spill mats, drip pans or
other mcasures 1o prevent ground or ice conlamination should also be used when
refuclling equipment on site. Ensure thal refuelling aclivitics are conducled al least
thirty (30) inetres away rom the normal high water mark of any water body.

o Il any fuel is 1o be brought lo the campsite, have available an cxtru fuel storage
conlainer cqual to or bigger than the size of the largest fuel container. This container
can be used 1o replace any existing container showing signs of leakage. Check for
container leaks on a duily basis und prepare any visible Jeaks immediately. Unsure
(hat spill kits are seaclily availuble at all times.
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e All spills of oil, [ucl, or ollier deleterious material should be reported inunediately 1o
the 24-1Tour Spill Line at (867) 920-8130.

[f the proposed work is carried out as described in the plans provided to DVO-FHM and if
the additional mitigation measures specificd above are implemented, the proposed wotk
will not be considered as conlravening Subscelion 35(1) of the Fisheries Act which reads:

"No person shall carry on any work or undertaking that results in the
harimful alteraiion, disruption or destruction of fish habiiat.”

Therefore, an authorization under Subscction 35(2) of the Fisheries Act will not e
necessary. IF a harwful alteration, distuption or destruction of (ish habitat and/or (he
deposition of delelerious substinces into fish bearing walers occuwrs as a result of o
change in (he plans for the proposed works or failure to implemeut the additioal
mitigntion measures specified above, prosccution under Subsection 35(J) and/or
Subsection 36(3) of the Fisheries Act may be initiated.

Please nole that (his letter of adyice will apply for the period of the current lepse. 10 you
have any questions concerning the mitigation measures or should there e any changes (o
the proposed work, please contact sne at (867) 979-8011 or by fax at (867) 979-8039.

(i

Jelt Wilson
Habitat Management Coordinator
Departnent of Fisheries and Oceans — Baslern Arctic Area

¢.c. Gladys Joudrey, NIRB, fax (8G7) 983-2574
Phyllis Beaulien, NWDB (NWBZINU0103), fax (867) 360-6369
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