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Environmental Protection Branch

Qimugjuk Building 969  P.O. Box 1870

Iqaluit, NU     X0A 0H0

Tel: (867) 975-4639

Fax: (867) 975-4645

March 10, 2003



 






Our file:   4703 001 033

Gladys Joudrey

Environmental Assessment Officer

Nunavut Impact Review Board

P.O. Box 2379

Cambridge Bay, NU    X0B 0C0

Tel: (867) 983-2593

Fax: (867) 983-2594

RE:
NIRB 03ER026 – Rhonda Corporation – Renewal for Exploration near Inulik Lake, NU

On behalf of Environment Canada (EC), I have reviewed the information submitted with the above-mentioned application.  The following specialist advice has been provided pursuant to Environment Canada’s mandated responsibilities for the enforcement of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, Section 36(3) of the Fisheries Act, the Migratory Birds Convention Act, and the Species at Risk Act.

Rhonda Corporation, in cooperation with Teck Cominco Ltd., is proposing to conduct a diamond exploration program during 2003 and 2004 near Inulik Lake, 170 km southeast of Kugluktuk, NU.  The first stage of the proposed project is a six-week ground geophysics and core drilling program during the spring of 2003.  This will be followed by glacial till sampling, prospecting and possible claim staking activities from June 15 – August 25, 2003.  Depending on results, the project will be continued in 2004, involving additional ground geophysics and a six-week core drilling program during the spring, and another eight to ten week summer program.  The proposed “Eastside” camp along the eastern border to the property will be used during the project.

Environment Canada requires the following information in order to facilitate the review of this project:

· Information regarding how heavy equipment is to be transported to the site;
· The Location Map provided by the proponent with the application indicates the location of two camps, “Camp” and “New Camp”; EC requests clarification as to which of these camps is the “Eastside” camp that will be used during course of this project.
Environment Canada recommends that the following conditions be applied throughout all phases of the project:

· The proponent shall not deposit, nor permit the deposit of any fuel, drill cuttings, chemicals, wastes or sediment into any water body.  According to the Fisheries Act, Section 36(3), the deposition of deleterious substances of any type in water frequented by fish, or in any place under any conditions where the deleterious substance, or any other deleterious substance that results from the deposit of the deleterious substance, may enter any such water, is prohibited.
· All sumps, spill basins and fuel caches shall be location above the highwater mark of any water body and in such a manner as to ensure that the contents do not enter any water body.  

· Drilling additives or muds shall not be used in connection with holes drilled through lake ice unless they are re-circulated or contained such that they do not enter the water, or are demonstrated to be non-toxic.

· For “on-ice” drilling, return water released must be non-toxic, and not result in an increase in total suspended solids in the immediate receiving waters above the Canadian Council of Ministers for the Environment Guidelines for the Protection of Freshwater Aquatic Life (i.e. 10mg/L for lakes with background levels under 100 mg/L, or 10% for those above 100mg/L).

· If an artesian flow is encountered, drill holes shall be immediately plugged and permanently sealed.

· EC encourages proponents, when storing barrelled fuel at a location, to use secondary containment, such as self-supporting insta-berms.

· The proponent shall ensure that all solid and hazardous wastes, including waste oil, receive treatment at an appropriate disposal facility.  
· Environment Canada recommends the use of an approved incinerator for the disposal of combustible camp wastes.
If there are any changes to the proposed project, EC should be notified, as further review may be necessary.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or comments with regards to the foregoing at (867) 975-4639 or by email at colette.meloche@ec.gc.ca. 
Yours truly,

Colette Meloche 

Environmental Assessment Specialist

cc:
(Mike Fournier, Northern Environmental Assessment Coordinator, Environment Canada, Yellowknife)
Environment Environnement 
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