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Our File:   New


Gladys Joudrey


Environmental Assessment Officer


Nunavut Impact Review Board


P.O. Box 2379


Cambridge Bay, NT  X0E 0C0				By Facsimile:  (867) 983-2594








Dionne Filiatrault


Technical Advisor


Nunavut Water Board


P.O. Box 119,


Gjoa Haven, NT  X0E 1J0					By Facsimile:  (867) 360-6369








Re:	Noranda Inc.  Water Licence Renewal - NWB2WEL9899 - Exploratory Drilling -  Devon Island





I have reviewed the above application on behalf of the Environmental Protection Branch, Environment Canada (EPB), and offer the following comments for your consideration.





The application proposes approximately 5000 meters of core to be drilled at several land-based sites on Devon Island.  Because the drilling wastes contain calcium chloride, which can adversely affect freshwater organisms, entry into water must be prevented.  The proponent should ensure that all sumps used for drilling waste disposal are at least 30 metres away from any water body, and that wastes will not enter water with runoff or wind action.  





With respect to management of camp wastes, and spill prevention and contingency planning, the measures proposed in the application appear to address any concerns identified.





Please do not hesitate to contact me at (867) 669-4735 with any questions or comments regarding the foregoing.





Yours truly,











Anne Wilson


Water Pollution Specialist





cc:	Steve Harbicht (Head, Assessment & Monitoring, EPB)


