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Fisheries

and Oceans
Pêches

et Océans
Fish Habitat Management

P.O. Box 358

Iqaluit, Nunavut

X0A 0H0



October 17th, 2001
Mr. Jivko Jivkov

Jivko Engineering 

5610 50Ave 

Yellowknife, NT

X1A 1G3

Fax: (867)-873-6090

RE: Application for Authorisation to Construct a Marine Re-supply Facility: Breakwater and Causeway/Docking Facility at Kugluktuk


Dear Mr. Jivkov,

This will acknowledge that the proposal by the Department of Public Works and Services, Government of Nunavut to construct a dock and breakwater near Kugluktuk, Nunavut was received by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Fish Habitat Management – Eastern Arctic Area (DFO-FHM).
Based on the information provided, it appears that the project will result in the harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish habitat due to construction of the breakwater, causeway, and dock.  This is prohibited unless authorized by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans pursuant to Section 35(2) of the Fisheries Act.  A decision to issue an Authorization will trigger DFO-FHM to conduct a Preliminary Screening according to the Nunavut Impact Review Board’s Operational Procedures and the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act.
In keeping with the Department's Policy for the Management of Fish Habitat (DFO 1986), no Authorizations will be issued unless acceptable measures for fish habitat compensation and their implementation are developed.  Furthermore, no authorizations will be issued in cases where the loss of a specific habitat type is considered unacceptable.     

The project plans indicate that an extensive area of fish habitat will be destroyed. The construction of the breakwater will involve destruction of approximately 5,000 square metres of fish habitat in a shallow shoal area near the mouth of the Coppermine River.  In addition, the proposed plans indicate over 900 square metres of fish habitat will be destroyed due to construction of the causeway and dock.  This area is likely used as a feeding and migration area for arctic charr, and other species of fish.  At the present time, acceptable compensation measures have not been developed, as per DFO’s “No Net Loss” principle, to create or restore fish habitat on site.           

Specialised information relating to fish and fish habitat will be required to complete the review of this project.  That information should include:

1. An examination of alternative options to those currently proposed.  The feasibility of reducing the project footprint should be considered, so as to prevent destruction of fish habitat.       

2. A comprehensive fish habitat assessment, including an assessment of existing fish habitat and impacts to fish habitat posed by the proposed construction activities.  The study should include a fisheries assessment conducted in the open-water period to determine the distribution and quality of spawning, rearing, feeding and migration areas for different species of fish.

3. Information regarding the structural integrity of the dock and breakwater.  The study should evaluate the effects of currents and wave action on the dock and breakwater.     

4. A “No Net Loss” plan to ensure that acceptable compensation measures are developed.  Fish habitat destroyed in construction of the dock must be replaced and/or created as per DFO’s goal to achieve a “Net Gain” in the productive capacity of fish habitat.                

Upon receipt of the information, DFO-FHM will commence review under the Fisheries Act and the Nunavut Impact Review Board’s Operational Procedures.  The proposed project will undergo a multi-agency review, including federal, territorial, and Boards established under the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement. Additional information will likely be required by these agencies to review the project.  Once that review is complete you will be notified by DFO-FHM in writing with either a letter of advice or a Fisheries Act Authorization.  The Nunavut Impact Review Board will also decide on whether the project should be implemented, and under what conditions, following an assessment of the socioeconomic and environmental effects of the project.

Any works or undertakings related to this project that occur in or around water that proceed prior to written approval or Authorization from DFO-FHM may be seen as contravening the Fisheries Act. 

Please note: some projects may require a review under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA).

If you have any questions or comments relating to this letter, feel free to contact me at (867) 979-8007, or by fax at (867) 979-8039.

Sincerely, 

Original signed by:

Jordan DeGroot
Habitat Management Biologist

Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Eastern Arctic Area

Cc: Gladys Joudrey, Nunavut Impact Review Board


  Baljinder Brar, Department Public Works and Service, GN


  Mike Hecimovich, Canadian Coast Guard 
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