














SCREENING DECISION


Date: March 8, 2002





Mr. Charlie Evalik


President, Kitikmeot Inuit Association 


Cambridge Bay, NU





Dear Mr. Evalik:





RE: Screening Decision of the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) on Application:


        NIRB 02HN017		KIA


        Commercial Muskox Harvest (Ekaluktukiak Hunters & Trappers Organization) 


 


Authority:


Section 12.4.4 of the Nunavut Land Claim Agreement states:





Upon receipt of a project proposal, NIRB shall screen the proposal and indicate to the Minister in writing that:


the proposal may be processed without a review under Part 5 or 6; NIRB may recommend specific terms and conditions to be attached to any approval, reflecting the primary objectives set out in Section 12.2.5;


the proposal requires review under Part 5 or 6; NIRB shall identify particular issues or concerns which should be considered in such a review;


the proposal is insufficiently developed to permit proper screening, and should be returned to the proponent for clarification; or


the potential adverse impacts of the proposal are so unacceptable that it should be modified or abandoned.





Primary Objectives:


The primary objectives of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement is referenced in the screening section 12.4.4 (a) are set out in section 12.2.5 of the Land Claims Agreement. This section reads:





In carrying out its functions, the primary objectives of NIRB shall be at all times to protect and promote the existing and future well-being of the residents and communities of the Nunavut Settlement Area, and to protect the ecosystemic integrity of the Nunavut Settlement Area. NIRB shall take into account the well-being of the residents of Canada outside the Nunavut Settlement Area. 





The decision of the Board in this case is 12.4.4 (a) the proposal may be processed without a review under Part 5 or 6; NIRB may recommend specific terms and conditions to be attached to any approval, reflecting the primary objectives set out in Section 12.2.5;


 Reasons for Decision:





NIRB’s decision is based on specific considerations that reflect the primary objectives of the Land Claims Agreement. Our considerations in making this decision included:





storage and disposal of chemicals, fuel, garbage, sewage, and gray water, and impact of these on the ecosystem;


disposal of waste Muskox carcasses and the impact on the ecosystem and future health of the population;


the potential impacts to the terrain from heavy equipment and vehicles which may cause rutting and erosion; 


community support for the project;


the impact of activities on archaeological sites or cultural landmarks in the area; and


clean up/restoration of the camp site upon abandonment.





Terms and Conditions:





That the terms and conditions attached to this screening report will apply.





Fuel and Chemical Storage





The Permittee shall ensure that fuel storage containers are not located within thirty-one (31) metres of the ordinary high water mark of any body of water.


The Permittee shall ensure that the transportation of fuel shall be done in compliance with the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act and Regulations requirements.


The Permittee shall take all reasonable precautions to prevent the possibility of migration of spilled petroleum fuel or chemicals over the ground surface. 


The Permittee shall have one extra fuel storage container on site equal to, or greater than, the size of the largest fuel container.


The Permittee shall examine all fuel and chemical storage containers for leaks a minimum of once every day. 


The Permittee shall repair all leaks immediately.


The Permittee shall have emergency response and spill contingency plans for fuel transfer and storage as well as any other hazardous liquids at the site in place prior to the commencement of the land use activity. 


The Permittee shall immediately report all spills of petroleum and hazardous chemicals to the twenty-four (24) hour spill report line (867) 920-8130.





Waste Disposal





Wastes from muskox (eg. internal organs) are to be spread out on the land for quick natural biodegradation.


The Permittee shall not discharge or deposit any refuse substances or other waste materials in any body of water, or on the banks thereof, which will impair the quality of the waters of the natural environment.


Any areas designated for waste disposal shall not be located within thirty-one (31) metres of the ordinary high water mark of any body of water, unless otherwise authorized.


The Permittee shall remove all garbage and debris from the area of the land use operation to an approved disposal location.


The Permittee shall keep all garbage and debris in a covered metal container until disposed of at an approved disposal location.





Environmental





The Permittee shall ensure that the land use area is kept clean and tidy at all times.


The Permittee shall ensure that any chemicals, fuels or wastes associated with the project do not enter any water body.


The Permittee shall ensure that all sumps, wastes and fuel caches be located a minimum of thirty-one (31) metres from the normal high water mark of any water body.


The Permittee shall scout all lines and select the best route prior to the movement of equipment.


The Permittee shall confine the line to a maximum width of 10 metres unless otherwise authorized in writing by a land use inspector.


The Permittee shall offset vehicle travel in areas without a snow covered surface.


The Permittee shall not move any equipment or vehicles without prior testing the thickness of the ice to ensure the lake is in a state capable of fully supporting the equipment or vehicles.


The Permittee shall prepare the site in such a manner as to prevent rutting of the ground surface.


The construction or disturbance of any stream/lake bed or banks of any definable water course is not permitted unless authorized by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans.


The Permittee shall ensure that stream crossings are located to minimize approach grades. Bank disturbance is to be avoided, and mechanized clearing should not be done immediately adjacent to any watercourse.


The Permittee shall not move any equipment or vehicles unless the ground surface is in a state capable of fully supporting the equipment or vehicles without rutting or gouging.


The Permittee shall suspend overland travel of equipment or vehicles if rutting occurs.


The Permittee shall acquire all the necessary permits needed to carry out their operation.





Camp





The Permittee shall not erect camps or store material on the surface ice of lakes or streams.





Archaeological Sites





The Permittee shall follow all terms and conditions for the protection and restoration of archaeological resources as outlined by the Department of Culture, Language, Elders and Youths (CLEY) in attached letter.














Wildlife





The Permittee shall ensure that there is no damage to wildlife habitat in conducting this land use operation.


The harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish habitat is prohibited under the Fisheries Act.  No construction or disturbance of any stream/lake bed or banks of any definable watercourse is permitted unless authorized by DFO.





Reclamation





The Permittee shall complete all clean-up and restoration of the lands used prior to the expiry date of this permit.


The Permittee shall remove all scrap metal, discarded machinery and parts, barrels and kegs, buildings and building material upon abandonment.





Other Recommendations





NIRB would like to encourage the proponent to hire local people and services, to the extent possible, and to continue consult with local residents regarding their activities in the region.


The Harvest operation should ensure a thorough removal of all debris, equipment and the like along the route traveled as the Harvest season ends.


The operation should also bring back all “usable or sellable animal parts” that will not deteriorate or be consumed by scavengers. This will prevent an unsightly collection of muskox heads near the camp that will be noticeable when the snow melts as in previous years.  


Any amendment requests deemed by NIRB to be outside the original scope of the project will be considered a new project.





Validity of Land Claims Agreement





Section 2.12.2


Where there is any inconsistency or conflict between any federal, territorial and local government laws, and the Agreement, the Agreement shall prevail to the extent of the inconsistency or conflict.





Dated _____________ at Arviat, NU








__________________________


 Elizabeth Copland, Chairperson





