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April 13, 2000

Gladys Jodrey

Environmental Assessment Officer

Nunavut Impact Review Board

P.O. Box 2379

Cambridge Bay, Nunavut

X0E 0C0

Dear Ms. Jodrey:

RE: NIRB FILE NO. 00WN006/NWB4MIN-MINNGUQ TANNERY

Thank-you for including us in your environmental assessment process of the Minnguq Tannery.  The Environmental Protection Services (EPS) of the Department of Sustainable Development concurs with NIRB's assessment that the proponent has not supplied sufficient information to properly assess the proposed project.

Previous to the proponent's submission to the Nunavut Water Board, Ms. Gertrude Troy contacted the Department regarding regulatory requirements for the establishment of a tannery.  The Department furnished Ms. Troy with a list of potential regulatory instruments she would require to open a tannery along with a list of guidelines that would likely apply to the proposed operation.  These included:

· Spill Planning and Reporting Regulations

· A guide to Spill Contingency Planning & Reporting

· General Management of Hazardous Waste

· Environmental Information Guide for Industrial Projects on Commissioner's Lands

· Industrial Waste Discharges; and

· Waste Solvents

These regulations and guidelines were transferred from the Government of the Northwest Territories to the Government of Nunavut and came into force on April 1, 1999.  Unfortunately, we have not yet revised them to reflect the division of the two territories so some of the references to other territorial government agencies is incorrect.  Nevertheless, the intention of the guidelines and regulations are still applicable to Nunavut.  

I have attached these guidelines to assist the proponent in developing an application that will sufficiently address environmental and water quality issues.

It is recommended that this application be placed on hold or referred back to the proponent until such time as the proponent provides NIRB, NWB and DSD with the required information outlined in the guidelines.  The proponent should take special note of the information outlined in the Environmental Information Guide for Industrial Projects on Commissioner's Lands as this document could provide the necessary direction to complete an adequate application.  Please note that EPS will be willing to assist the proponent in addressing environmental concerns during the development of an application.

In addition to the above, it might be necessary for NIRB or the NWB to confirm whether or not the Worker's Compensation Board (WCB) has been given an opportunity to review this application.  The Department of Sustainable Development recommends that the WCB be given the opportunity to review this application to assess occupational health and safety.

If, after reading over the enclosed guidelines, you have any questions, or require clarification on any of the information, please do not hesitate to call Robert Eno our Hazardous Substances Specialist at (867) 979-5119 or email him at: reno@gov.nu.ca.

Sincerely,

Chris  Nichols

Manager, for Co-ordination of Environmental Assessment

CC.

Katherine Trumper, Deputy Minister - Department of Sustainable Development

Larry Simpson, Department of Sustainable Development

Earle Baddaloo, Chief Environmental Protection Officer, Gov. of Nunavut

Dionne Filiatrault, NWB



