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Our File:  4782-050-001


Gladys Joudrey


Environmental Assessment Officer


Nunavut Impact Review Board
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Cambridge Bay, NT  X0E 0C0				By Facsimile:  (867) 983-2594








Dionne Filiatrault
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Gjoa Haven, NT  X0E 1J0					By Facsimile:  (867) 360-6369








Re:	Minnguq Tannery - NIRB File No. 00WN006/NWB File NWB4MIN - Application for Tannery Water Licence in the Municipality of Qikiqtarjuaq





I have reviewed the above application on behalf of the Environmental Protection Branch, Environment Canada (EPB), and offer the following comments in response to the request for informational requirements.





The first item is a complete process description, which should include:


steps involved in the tanning process


reagents used, including chemical information such as names, MSD sheets, formulas


amounts of reagents to be used


amounts of water involved.


timing of production - i.e. will effluent be generated during the open water season, or all year round?





This information can be used to make estimates on the final effluent, and the licensee should provide best estimates of effluent characterization including chemistry, percent solids, BOD, and volumes.  





Next, information needs to be provided on the disposal:


volumes which will be directed to the lagoon


what the retention time in the lagoon is expected to be, and what is the containment and capacity of the lagoon





what the characteristics are of the final marine receiving environment.  For example, are there fish there? Do people harvest shellfish?





Monitoring and contingency plans should also be developed.  The main concerns seem to be with chromium, salinity, solids, and oxygen depletion, so places where these could be monitored should be identified, and plans made against the event that levels are unacceptable for discharge.





Please do not hesitate to contact me at (867) 669-4735 with any questions or comments regarding the foregoing.





Yours truly,

















Anne Wilson


Water Pollution Specialist








cc:	Steve Harbicht (Head, Assessment & Monitoring, EPB)


