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September 19, 2000

Rita Becker 

License Administrator 

P.O. Box 119

Gjoa Haven, Nunavut  

X0E 1J0

Dear Ms. Becker:

RE: Qikiqtarjuaq Economic Development request that the application for Minnguq Tannery be a 5-year application

Thank you for your letter dated September 19, 2000 in which you indicated that Qikiqtarjuaq Economic Development (QED) had requested on September 18, 2000 that the application for Minnguq Tannery water license be extended from a 1-year to a 5-year application.   You also requested comments on QED’s request and their Spill Contingency Plan, by September 28, 2000.

Environmental Protection Services of the Department of Sustainable Development does not support the need for a five-year license.  The Corporation had applied initially for a one-year license for the purpose of carrying out a pilot study, in which all effluent discharges will be containerized for testing in order to determine the fate of the effluent.  The pilot study would enable the Corporation to determine the economic and environmental feasibilities of the proposed project, and upon the information obtained from the study and decisions by the Corporation, it is possible that further licensing could be necessary.

Based on the current application, and taking into consideration the request for a five-year license, the proponent would have to store effluent in a heated warehouse for shipment and subsequent treatment in a duly licensed facility in the south for five consecutive years.

If the proponent wishes to change the terms of its application then the proponent will be doing so at a risk.  It is possible that the proponent could be required to dispose all waste by-products through shipment to southern facilities for treatment.  On the other hand, if the proponent chooses to dispose waste products in Qikiqtarjuaq, then the current application does not contain sufficient information in order to judge environmental impacts.  If this is what is intended, then we recommend that the project enter into a full environmental review under part 5 of Article 12 of the NLCA.

We would, instead like to recommend that the proponent wait for results from the pilot project before making substantial long-term commitments.  

Our comments regarding the proponents spill contingency plan are also attached for your review.  If you have any questions regarding our above comments please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely,

Chris Nichols

Manager for CEA & CI



