General Comment:  

The Spill Response Plan for the Minnguq Tannery does not conform to DSD guidelines and regulations regarding Spill Contingency Planning and Reporting.  It is recommended that the proponent be given a 1-year water license upon amendment of the Spill Contingency Plan so that it conforms to DSD guidelines and regulations for spill response plans.  Copies of these guidelines and regulations have been made available to the proponent in the past.  However, if the proponent requires further copies, DSD can make them available to the proponent upon request.  Please Contact:

Robert Eno

Department of Sustainable Development

Environmental Protection Service

Government of Nunavut

Box 1340

Iqaluit, NU

X0A 0H0

(867) 979-5119

e-mail: reno@gov.nu.ca or ebaddaloo@gov.nu.ca

Specific Comments:

Figure 2: 

This Map should identify all surrounding developments and buildings.

1.4 Objective of Spill Response Plan

The Proponent has indicated the NWT Water Board Guidelines for Contingency Planning (January 1987) was used in the development of this document.  The proponent should clarify if they also used DSD Regulations and Guidelines as well as any NWB guidelines.  The proponent should be advised that it is Nunavut regulations and guidelines that apply to this project, in particular DSD Spill Contingency Planning and Reporting Regulations. 

Pg. 8 

Throughout the document the word "adsorbent" is used.  The proponent should clarify if this was the intended word to be used or was "absorbent" (d or b) the intended word to be used.  If so, the proponent should amend the plan to reflect the correct terminology.

Also, the proponent describes throughout the document what actions will take place in the event of a small spill.  The proponent should also describe the actions that will be taken for large spills.

Pg 9-Potential Hazards at the Plant

The proponent has indicated that, "a spill outside the plant inside the berm would be absorbed by the soil comprising the berm.  Spills outside of the berm are not likely to migrate significantly, as the ground in the area is flat and swampy, with no distinct drainage courses present in the immediate vicinity of the tannery."  

DSD advises against the storage of drums of effluent outside, which will have high water content.  The contents of these drums will be prone to freezing and therefore the barrels could be ruptured resulting in a loss of effluent onto the surrounding area.

Allowing the ground to absorb spills outside of the plant is not acceptable spill contingency planning.  The proponent should therefore amend the plan to describe what mitigation and remediation would take place in the event of a spill outside the plant. 

Further, contrary to what has been indicated by the proponent, spills on swampy ground have a tendency to migrate quickly and infiltrate into the soil, permafrost and ground water table.  The proponent should therefore again describe the mitigation and remediation measures that would take place in the event of a spill outside the plant. 

Pg 11-Spill Response Organization

The proponent has listed the contact numbers of Stephen Shivas and Tia Kinuliusi.  Are these 24 hr emergency contact numbers?  The proponent should review DSD Spill Contingency Planning and Reporting Regulations and the guide to the regulations regarding 24 hr emergency contact numbers. A 24 hr Emergency Contact Number should be listed for a person of authority who can set the Spill Plan into motion in the event of a spill.

Pg 13-Spill Reporting Procedure 

The proponent has indicated that, "all spills that are equal to or in excess of 100 litres must be reported on the NWT 24-Hour Spill Report Line (867-920-8130)."  

This reporting procedure applies to class 3 substances (flammable liquids).  The proponent has listed class 8 substances as being present onsite.  The proponent should refer to Schedule B of the DSD Spill Contingency Planning and Reporting Regulations and amend this section of the plan accordingly.

Pg 14-Spill Response Action Plans

#3 The proponent has indicated that if a spill is "not controllable, immediately notify the Environment Canada Emergency Response Branch."

The Proponent should please clarify the role and responsibility of Environment Canada Emergency Response Branch, in particular who they are and where they are located?

The proponent has also indicated that, 'the Plant Manager will remain at the scene of the incident until the regulatory authority arrives.  Once the regulatory authority personnel have arrived, response personnel will remain at the disposal of the senior member of the emergency response team.  The Plant Manager will function as liaison among response personnel (fire department, medical services, etc.) on the incident."

The proponent should be advised that it is the proponent's responsibility to clean up a spill and to be fully versed in how to accomplish this safely, effectively and in a timely manner.  The role of a regulating agency is to ensure that a responsible party cleans a spill up to acceptable standards.  The regulating agency does not provide advice on clean up techniques.  Please refer to DSD Spill Contingency Planning and Reporting Regulations and the Guide to Regulations.

Pg 19-7.5 Spill of Lipoderm PSE

The Spill Contingency plan recommends disposal of a spilled chemical in a licensed facility.  In an earlier document the proponent indicated that it would dispose of Lipoderm PSE in sawdust at the municipal landfill where it would almost assuredly be burned.  There is an inconsistency between these two proposed methods of disposal.  The proponent should please clarify which method will be used to dispose of this chemical.

7.1-Spill of Alum

#5 The proponent should please specify the local guidelines to which reference is being made.

#8 (1) Please note the typographical error, "Cease Operator".  Should this read cease operations?

#8 (4) The proponent has indicated that if a chemical were corrosive they would call for assistance on disposal.  The proponent should clarify to whom this call will be placed.  Also, throughout the document the proponent has made reference to making necessary adjustment to operations.  They do not, however, indicate how they intend to deal with the disposal of the spilled chemical. 

7.3 Spill of Chromitan FN

#6. Throughout the document the proponent has made reference to the fact that it intends to dispose of the spilled chemicals in a licensed facility.  The proponent should please clarify and amend the plan to include details on the licensed facility to which reference is being made.

Pg. 23-7.8 Spill of Relugan GTW (In the Event of a Large Spill…) 

#5.  The proponent has indicated that they will, "ensure that booms surround the spill and restrict discharge to waterway or sewer."

Does the proponent have such equipment?  The proponent is again referred to DSD Spill Contingency Planning and Reporting Regulations and the Guide to Regulations.  The proponent must supply a list of all equipment to be used in the event of a spill.

Pg 26-7.10 Spill of Sulphuric Acid (in the event of a large spill…)

#4.  The proponent has indicated that in the event of a spill it would prevent the entry of the spilled product into sewers, basements or confined areas and call for assistance on disposal.

The proponent should clarify whom they intend to call (see above comments).  Does the proposed tannery facility have floor drains?  If so, these drains should not flow into the domestic waste sewage lines.  The spilled waste has to be kept separate from domestic waste.  It should be remembered that this is a test project to determine the best course of action of effluent, including spilled materials.

Pg 26-7.11 Fire and Explosion

In the event of fire and Explosion there is no reference made in the initial action stages to contact the fire department or Emergency Measures Office (EMO).  Does the proponent intend to contact the fire department and EMO in the event of a fire or explosion?  If so, should one of the proponent's first responses be to contact the fire department and EMO.  

