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April 23, 2007 
 
 
The Honourable Jim Prentice      
Minister of Indian and Northern Development  
and Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians 
Terrasses de la Chaudière 
10 Wellington, North Tower 
Gatineau, Quebec 
K1A 0H4 
 
Via Email: Prentice.J@parl.gc.ca (original by mail) 
 
Re: Wolfden Resources Inc. High Lake Mine Project Proposal  

 
Dear Minister Prentice: 
 
The Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB or Board) wrote to you on February 20, 2007, 
and subsequently on March 8, 2007, under the authority of section 12.4.4 (b) of the 
Nunavut Land Claims Agreement (NLCA) referring the High Lake Mine Project 
Proposal (Project) to a Part 5 or Part 6 Review. As a result of the passage of time and 
inquiries from Wolfden Resources Inc. (Proponent), NIRB is writing to inquire about the 
status of your decision with regard to the referral of the Project to Review.  We are also 
writing to suggest you consider meeting with NLCA signatories to contemplate amending 
the NLCA, as soon as possible. 
 
With a significant number of industry applications before NIRB, the Board is seeking to 
administer the development impact review process in Nunavut in as efficient a manner as 
possible. NIRB’s ability to capably carry out its administrative processes is directly 
related to an issue raised by the Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated (NTI) in its April 12, 
2007 letter, copied to NIRB (P. Kaludjak letter to Ministers Prentice and Lunn). That 
letter references the delay caused by two federal processes, applying in overlapping 
fashion, to a single project, for the same federal Minister.  That delay is unfair to all 
parties. 
 
The problem NTI points out is the duplication of federal law. NIRB acknowledges 
different views exist on the application of Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 
(CEAA) in Nunavut. NIRB respects the CEAA process and recognizes the value it has to 
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environmental assessment elsewhere in Canada. However, as an institution of public 
government, NIRB is obligated to comply with Article 12 of the NLCA and wishes to do 
so in the future without these difficulties.  From the beginning, NIRB has wanted to 
discharge their federal assessment responsibilities in a timely manner and to do so exactly 
as Article 12 dictates.  
 
For the Wolfden file, NIRB will proceed as soon as we receive your Panel decision.  
When that happens, NIRB will move forward in accordance with its NLCA authority.  
We know the federal/responsible authorities are concerned with discharging their CEAA 
responsibilities at the same time. While judicial review is an option to resolve the issue of 
duplication of federal law, and likely the best option, the Board’s only concern with that 
option is further delay for the parties to our process. 
 
There are a couple of final points. First, in NIRB’s letter of February 20, 2007, the Board 
attached a Transition Agreement that appeared at the time to offer a temporary solution 
for proceeding with the environmental assessment of the Wolfden Project. While the 
Board wanted to rely on the Transition Agreement and found that working toward that 
agreement was a rewarding exercise, the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency 
letter of March 21, 2007 (President Bouchard letter to Lucassie Arragutainaq, in 
particular, especially p.4, para. one) leads NIRB to regrettably conclude that the 
Transition Agreement is no longer a workable solution.  
 
Second, to repeat our main point, if the federal family cannot understand and defer to the 
authority which NIRB sees in the paramount provisions of Article 12, perhaps the NLCA 
signatories are left with no choice but to quickly amend Article 12 to eliminate the 
obvious duplication and regulatory bewilderment facing federal officials.  
 
Submitted respectfully,  
 
 

 
 
Lucassie Arragutainaq 
Interim A/Chairperson  
 
cc:  Honourable Paul Okalik, Premier of Nunavut  

Paul Kaludjak, President, Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated  
Jean-Claude Bouchard, President, Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency 
Wolfden High Lake Distribution List 

  
     
 
 
  


