
 

 
P.O. Box 1360 Cambridge Bay, NU  X0B 0C0          Phone:  (867) 983-4600     Fax:  (867) 983-2594 

 

NIRB File No.: 06MN082 
 
July 17, 2008 
 
To: Zinifex Distribution List 
 
Re: Further Direction on the Part 5 Review for the Zinifex High Lake Project 

Proposal 
 
Dear Parties: 
 
As requested by Zinifex Canada Inc. (Zinifex) in their May 6, 2008 letter, the following 
provides direction on the next steps in the Nunavut Impact Review Board’s (NIRB or 
Board) process to complete the Part 5 review of the Zinifex High Lake project proposal. 
 
Zinifex requested that the NIRB consider taking the following steps: 

1) Finalize the commitment list to help provide direction to Zinifex to prepare the 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). 

2) Issue directions on the content of the FEIS. 
3) Issue direction on the next steps to complete the review and describe information 

requirements for materials that need to be submitted prior to the public hearing. 
 
The NIRB would like to inform Zinifex that the above items cannot be completed until 
after the Pre-Hearing Conference (PHC) with the exception of providing further direction 
to Zinifex on how to get to the PHC stage.  The PHC is an important component of the 
review process and will allow for public participation and for any additional information 
generated during the PHC to be incorporated into the FEIS.  In addition, Zinifex is 
suggesting that some components of the High Lake project might be altered depending on 
the development of the Izok project.  This additional information/modification will be 
required prior to the FEIS for review by Parties, and to provide comments and input.  As 
well, the PHC will give all Parties an opportunity to present written submissions and oral 
views on the nine objectives for a PHC.   
 
Commitment List 
The NIRB is providing an updated draft list of commitments as of May 30th for your 
consideration.  The draft list of commitments incorporates edits and comments received 
by Parties on February 28, 2008, as well as additional comments and commitments 
identified during the Water Quality Workshops held the week of May 27th, 2008.  The 
NIRB requests that Parties review the updated draft list of commitments and submit 
written comments and/or edits by August 15, 2008. 
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Final Environmental Impact Statement  
As mentioned above, the NIRB cannot provide input or direction on the content of the 
FEIS until after the completion of the PHC.  The PHC Decision report, which will 
include directions on the FEIS, is only completed after considering comments from 
affected communities, interveners and other interested Parties that will be forthcoming 
during the PHC.   
 
Pre-hearing Conference Schedule 
In regards to the PHC schedule, Zinifex requested to postpone the High Lake PHC in 
light of their decision to focus on the Izok project (May 6, 2008 correspondence).  Once 
Zinifex believes that they are ready to proceed with the High Lake project and commence 
the PHC, the NIRB and Parties should be informed.  At that point, the NIRB will 
schedule the PHC and contact communities to inform them of the status of the project 
and that a PHC will be forthcoming. 
 
Water Quality and Climate Change Workshops 
On May 27th – May 29th, 2008, Zinifex held the water quality and climate change 
workshops in Yellowknife.  These workshops served to address the outstanding issues 
respecting water quality and climate change that were brought up during the technical 
meetings in November 2007.  Parties requested the results of the climate variability 
model, results of the water quality and quantity model, and workshops to discuss the 
results in order to complete the Technical Review of the High Lake project.  As the 
workshops have concluded, the NIRB considers this commitment by Zinifex to be 
complete, and that the Technical Review of the High Lake project as it now stands is 
complete.  However, additional comments may be provided by Parties on the results of 
the models that were presented at the workshops.  Consequently, the NIRB requests that 
Zinifex provide the Board with the results of the workshop as they pertain to outstanding 
issues that were brought up during the workshops for distribution and comment.   
 
The Board looks forward to continuing its work with all Parties on the Part 5 Review of 
the High Lake project.  Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate 
to contact Jeff Rusk at (867) 983-4611 or Sophia Granchinho at (867) 983-4607. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
(original signed by:) 
 
 
Stephanie Autut 
Executive Director 
Nunavut Impact Review Board 
 
cc:  Honourable Chuck Strahl, Minister of INAC 
 
Encl. Draft Commitment List as of May 30, 2008 


