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lqaluit awaits water licence before excavation can continue
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Deputy Mayor Glenn Williams stands in front of leaking barrels inside
lqaluit's North 40 gravel pit. The site, which contains hazardous waste,
remains closed. The city is awaiting to hear on its application for a water
licence before it can use any more gravel.

by John Thompson
MNorthern News Services
lgaluit

“See those old barrels?
Look at the seeping black stuff
coming out” says Glenn
Williams, pointing a finger as
he drives alongside North 40,
Tqaluit’s gravel pir. “That's def-
initely contaminated.”

The city's deputy mayor has
concemns about what might lie
beneath the surface here, an
area littered with abandoned
small aircraft, rusted cars and
patches of asphalt. He worries
what resulted from the site’s
use as i metal dump for many
years,

Igaluit has been built on
hundreds of thousands of cubic
metres of matenal excavated
from the site, It lines the roads
and culverts, forms the founda-
tions for homes and other
buildings.

Hazardous relics

Without gravel, the city
won't grow. But Igaluit’s sole
source of the building material
also happens to hold hazardous
relics from the past,

Hundreds of bags of
asbestos lie beneath tarps and
dirt, while petroleum seeps
from the banks and gathers into
green water in the pit’s centre,

Ownership of the site
changed hands from the federal
government to the territory dur-
ing a land transfer in the 1970s,
and in 1997 the city signed a
quarty management agreement
to administer the site for 10
years.

Williams is concerned what
liability the waste might pose,
and who, in the end, will pay to
clean it up.

“We're being caught in the
middle,” Williams said.

Last year, the site closed
several times following the dis-
covery of petroleum and
ashestos, Indian and Northern
Affairs Cunada (INAC) asked
the city to stop excavating unnl
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Is the gravel pit contaminated?
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Brad Sokach: “(The gravel
pit) doesn't present any
health risks.”

safety could be assured at the
site. Now, the city needs a
water licence from the Nunavut
Water Board to prove there's
no risk of contaminants leaving
the site,

The city submitted its
licence application several
weeks ago.

Concerns were raised over
whether any contaminated
water at the site could in
contaminate the gravel.

Tests conducted last sum-
mer on gravel from the area
showed no dangerously high
levels of contaminants. said
city engineer Brad Sokach,

“We haven't found anvthing
in the gravel we've tested. That
makes me pretty comfortable
with what we've taken out of
the site for the city,” be said. Tt
doesn't present any health
risks.”

This summer the city plans
to spend $30,000 on putting a
final cap on the asbestos and
between $50,000-%100,000 on
final containment of the petro-
leum at the pit.

As for the oozing barrels.
Sokach believes they hold
nothing but tar.

The importance of gravel
for ¢ity projects can’t be under-
stated. he said. “IUs huge.”
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“Who's
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Bernie Maclsaac:
responsible for the maten-
als in the site.”

INAC carmies out safety
monitoring for North 40, and,
more recently, has helped the
city identity potential future
gravel sources.

“The only solution is to find
another site,” said INAC's
Bernie MacIsaac,

But another operational
gravel pit is several years down
the road. Two sites are being
looked at, one closer but small-
er and the other larger but fur-
ther from the city. The city is
looking at shor-term cost
against long-term gain before
making their decision.

While it's unlikely gravel
used for past construction
efforts could pose a health nsk.
Magclsaac said he couldn't rule
out the possibility.

And if it did, he says that's
an environmental protection
issue for the territorial govern-
ment.

As for who's ultimately
liable and who will pay the
price for site clean-up,
Maclsaac said that's still open
for debate.

“What it boils down to is
who's responsible for the mate-
rials in the site.” he sad. “That
discussion needs to take place,
but it really hasn't yer.”



CBC North - Workers uncover stinky, oily soil in [galuit
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Workers uncover stinky, oily soil in Igaluit
Last updated Jul 13 2005 08:54 AM MDT

Soil from the Lower Base subdivision in Igaluit was being tested for contamination
on Wednesday after workers digging to install water and sewer lines encountered
fumes and oily puddies.

In the past few days, the smell of fuel has been seeping out of the four-metre-
deep hole in the ground, giving construction workers headaches and sore throats.

Despite finding fuel in tt
years ago, the city still d
clean-up plal

Travis Foley, one of the workers, said he has no doubt the soil is contaminated.

"It's in the ground, it comes over your clothes, but you wash your clothes and
you're okay," he said. "Maybe in 20 years' time we'll feel the effects.”

The federal Department of Indian and Northern Affairs collected soil samples on
Tuesday morning to test for traces of petroleum and heavy metals.

¥} Report a typo or it

Nunavut's Environment Department took its own samples, but the City of Igaluit =1 E-mail this story
hasn't tested the site yet. 5 Print this story
"This |s an issue that seems to just have come to surface in the last Eouplg of Subscribe to E~mail
days," said Brad Sokach, head of the city's engineering department. "At this "
point, we haven't put a plan in place. We're still evaluating our options." Morning news digest

Afterncon news diges

Sokach added that fuel was found in other parts of the subdivision five years ago.
Despite that, the city still has no plan for dealing with contaminated sites.

For now, the workers have been instructed to keep digging, returning the same
soil into the ground when the work is completed.

Residents and business ocwners say they're worried about two things: their health
and the value of their property.

"There's a lot of kids on this street, too," said Jamie Guilboard, who owns a
business in the neighborhood. "If they're just sucking in these toxins, what future
do they have healthwise?"

MORE NORTH NEWS

Seabirds source of Arctic pollution
Inuvik RCMP make major cocaine bust

Provinces, territories shouldn't fund costly treatment: Ottawa
Alleged abuse subject of Whitehorse lawsuit
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http://north.cbe.ca/regional/serviet/View?filename=iqaluit-soil-spill 13072005 17/07/2005




CBC North - Safety steps could restart Lower Base project
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Safety steps could restart Lower Base project
Last updated Juf 18 2005 07:41 AM MDT
CBC News

Workers could soon be back at a construction site in downtown Igaluit after it was
shut down on Friday.

Authorities issued the order because the site posed a health risk to workers and
the public. The workers were installing water and sewer lines in the Lower Base
subdivision near the Northmart store when they encountered oil patches and toxic

Work at the construction

; N 2 was suspended last
fumes. The construction site is empty now, except for some orange barriers and a concerns about f

big hole in the ground.

The city of Iqaluit wanted work to continue at the Lower Base subdivision. But,
the Workers' Compensation Board decided to step in. A representative of the
board, Dave Grundy, says the contractor, Tower Arctic, must issue protective

clothing for the safety of their workers and for everyone else in Igaluit.

"When workers get out of a pit from contamination, we don't want them walking
all over the community, dropping that contamination wherever they go, until we
know exactly what we're dealing with here," says Grundy.

(1) Report a typo or i
E=1E-mail this story
(3 Print this story

Tower Arctic must also set up hygiene stations so workers can rinse off before

they leave the site. Subscribe to wil

, ; _ ) Morning news digest
In the meantime, the city's head engineer Brad Sokach, sent more crews to dig Afternoon news diges

around Lower Base to determine how big an area is affected.

"These samples are being collected from areas where we anticipate digging. The
samples are being collected to characterize the nature of the soil and any
contaminants that may be in the soil to ensure workers and residents will be
safe," says Sokach.

Sokach says if Tower Arctic complies fully with the board's order, workers could
be back on site by Monday afternoon.

MORE NORTH NEWS

Mining company wants to shut out environmentalists

Gwich'in criticize Ottawa for Deh Cho deal
N.W.T. firefighters get damp reprieve
TB-infected bison herd to be slaughtered

Shell's compensation plan gets mixed reviews
Safety steps could restart Lower Base project

http://north.cbc.ca/regional/servlet/View ?filename=wcb-shut-down 18072005 18/07/2005 Pg.3



Stink uncovered

Petroleum products discovered under Iqaluit
near old military tent city

by Kent Driscoll
Northern News Services

Iqaluit’s past has come to the surface, and it ber.
stinks. Workers installing water lines on the
street running from Northmart towards the
beach uncovered soil that is possibly contami-

nated.

Workers and residents began
to notice a foul smell coming
from the trench early last week,
about two weeks into the sum-
mer-long project.

“We had complaints from the
workers to the Workers Com-
pensation Board and at least one
complaint from a homeowner,”
said Brad Sokach, the director of
engineering for the city.

“There is some sort of petroleum product in

the soil,” Sokach said.

Workers are now wearing respirators to fil-

ter out the reek. The project will continue as
scheduled, and the installation of water mains

lqaluit  js expected to be finished at the end of Septem-

Seil from the dig is being buried on site.
Workers are trying to bury the soil at the same
depth it was found, to ensure there is no other

contamination, according to Sokach.

‘We’ve had
complaints
from the

workers.’

Water that ends up in the trench
is being filtered and pumped to

- avoid run-off contamination.

The city has sent soil samples for
analysis and the results are expect-
ed “in a couple of days,” Sokach
said. - :

“Historical land use” is to blame

.in Sokach’s opinion. Aerial photos
of the site in the 1960s mark it as

an industrial area.

One photo shows there was a tent city for

stevedores who unloaded the sealifts to support

the American military base in the summer.




