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July 16, 2002

Mr. Philippe di Pizzo

Executive Director, Puhlie 0
Nunavut Water Board S
P.O.Box 119

Gjoa Haven, NU X0B 1J0

L

BY FAX: 867-360-
Dear Mr. Di Pizzo:

RE: APPLICATION FOR WATER LICENCE NWB4HEA

We have revised our plans for the geological evaluation we will be undertaking in the
vicinity and to fhe south of Bathurst Inlet this summer. The changes to our program
include establigshing camps on Crown land (instead of on IOL) and limiting our stay
at each of thesg camps to less than 100 man-days. Accordingly we will not trigger
the requiremen} for a Class B Permit under the Territorial Land Use Regulations.

In conjunction with the changes to our work program, we have reviewed the Nunavut
Waters and Nupavut Surface Rights Tribunal Act (the “Act”™) as well as the
Regulations mgde under the Northwest Territories Waters Act (the “regulations”),
which we undefstand are still applicable in the absence of Nunavut-specific
regulations.

We have concl ’ ded that our activities—which make the same use of water as other
low-impact act wtlcs involving camping, hiking, boating, touring, canoeing and

| fishing—are cxcmpt from the requirements for a water licence as provided by
subsection 1 1(2) of the Act for the following reasons. First, as provided by part (a) of
subsection 11(2), our use of water is authorized by the regulations; and, second, as
provided by part (b), our use of water is strictly domestic insofar as it will be used
only to satisfy household requirements, that is, water will be used only for drinking,
cooking and washing.

We therefore hereby withdraw our application for the above-referenced water licence.
We regret any inconvenience we may have caused you.
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As a final comment, I would like to add my voice to those other “project proponents”
who have expressed a concern about the lack of clarity regarding the requirements for
water licensing. I believe the difficulty arises from the lack of Nunavut-specific
regulations; my comments about these problems are in no way intended to be a
reflection of the work done by the Water Board. The lack of clarity is particularly
troublesome, from my point of view, for activities that require the use of only small
amounts of water, including those activities that do not require a Territorial land use
permit. Although I cannot commit my organization to my ideas with respect to this
matter, | strongly endorse the position put forward by many people attempting to
carry out projects in Nunavut: the development of regulations, including clear
thresholds below which a water licence would not be required, would be extremely
beneficial to all water users and should be undertaken on an urgent, high-priority
basis.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Wayne Jolinson
Acting Director, Department of Lands and Resources
Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated

Ce: Ms. Phyllis Beaulieu, A/Licensing Administrator
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