DFO Iqaluit Staff House and MCTS and Storage Facility (Sealift) Soil Remediation
The City of Iqaluit, NU, is located along the eastern shore of Baffin Island, approximately 300 km south of the Arctic Circle.  The DFO properties where the Staff House and MCTS and Storage Facility sit are located within the municipal boundaries of Iqaluit at Lot 22, Block 1087, LTO 1216 and Lot 1 and 2, Block 47, LTO 2253 in Iqaluit, Nunavut. The coordinates of the properties are 63° 44’ 53” Latitude and 68° 31’ 49” Longitude and 63° 44’ 49 Latitude and 68° 31’ 41” Longitude respectively.  The Sealift Property is situated southeast of the Staff House Property.
Prior to 1942, the community now known as Iqaluit consisted mainly of fishing and hunting camps along the Koojesse Inlet. During World War II, the United States established an Air Force Base close to the area of the property. After the war ended, the base was turned over to the Canadian Forces. In 1950, the Hudson’s Bay Company brought an influx of inhabitants to the Iqaluit area, forming the City of Iqaluit (known as Frobisher Bay until 1987), which was considered the government and transportation hub of the Eastern Arctic. Prior to the establishment of the Territory of Nunavut (in April 1999), the city was part of the Northwest Territories.
DFO began using the two properties between the years of 1958 and 1969 (based on aerial photographs) and both were in use in early 2012. The Staff House Property is no longer being used, but had been an office and bunkhouse for DFO staff, while the other property, (previously referred to as the Sealift Property) comprises an MCTS office and yard used for inspecting, storing, and loading cargo destined for marine transportation. 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) through the Federal Contaminated Sites Action Plan (FCSAP) has an obligation to address the potential risks that contaminated sites pose to human health and the environment.  Part of that program involves the assessment and remediation of contaminated sites, providing economic opportunities for Aboriginal peoples wherever possible.

Several Consulting firms were retained by Public Works and Government Services Canada (PWGSC) and Fisheries and Oceans Canada to complete Environmental Site Assessments (ESA) at the Iqaluit location.  The work was completed to identify environmental liabilities and assess remediation/risk management options at areas of environmental concern (AECs).  
Petroleum hydrocarbon impacted soil was found near the above ground storage (AST) tanks used by the Staff House, which have been removed.  It was recommended to proceed with excavation and removal of 18 cubic meters of soil, clean fill excavation, and transportation of the contaminated soils to the Quebec City disposal facility in containment bags on the next available barge.  The Staff House is to be demolished and the soils under the building footprint will be delineated and remediated utilizing the same methods.
Petroleum hydrocarbon impacted soil was found near the above ground storage tanks used by the MCTS building.  The source AST’s have been removed.  Excavation and off-site disposal of the 10 m3 delineated area of impacted soil, as above, was recommended.

The soil remediation option supports Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s Environmental Management System, Contaminated Sites Management Plan and its commitment towards the protection of the environment.  
Activities are planned to commence during the summer of 2012, and require one to two weeks to complete depending on the weather.
