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April 26, 07 
 
Richard Dwyer 
Licensing Trainee 
Nunavut Water Board 
 
      via Email to:  licensingtrainee@nunavutwaterboard.org 
 
RE: NWB FILE # 2BE-GAR –URAVAN MINERALS, GARRY LAKE PROJECT  
 
Dear Mr. Dwyer: 
 
The Government of Nunavut (GN) has reviewed the Type ‘B’ water license 
application for the Garry Lake exploration project located approximately 245 km 
northwest of Baker Lake from Uravan Mineral Inc., and has the following 
comments and recommendations to make. 
 
Wildlife 
 

1. Caribou 
 
A) Time limited Project Approval 
 
This project proposed by Uravan Mineral Inc. occupies land used by Beverly and 
Ahiak caribou herds for calving anpost-calving, and fall and spring migration 
corridors for both herds. Additionally, the  project is located in an area agreed to 
by Parties to the Thelon Game Sanctuary Management Plan (TGSMP) as a 
possible Special Management Area (SMAs) because of its importance to wildlife 
particularly caribou. 
 
There is significant concern about the health of caribou herds across the north 
and information on the status of the Beverly and Ahiak herds is out of date.   
 
In June 2007 the GN in partnership with the Government of North-West 
Territories will be undertaking population surveys of the Beverly and Ahiak 
caribou herds.  Following this survey our knowledge on current trends within the 
herds and our understanding of the impacts of such projects on the herds will be 
increased.  
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Based on our lack of knowledge on the population status of caribou herds in the 
area, the GN requests that NWB renews the water license for a period of one 
year only. This will allow us to review the project in subsequent years with 
improved knowledge of caribou herd population trends and potential impact of 
exploration activities. 
 
B) Recommendations for current operations 
 
Barren-ground caribou have their calves in June; they then must intensively feed 
from the times the calves are born until the end of the growing season which 
would fall between mid and late August.  It is during these post calving and late 
summer periods that the caribou have to nurse calves as well as put on fat for 
the coming winter.  Bulls must put on enough fat to get through the rut as well as 
the winter.  If this feeding/fattening cycle is broken in any way calf mortality will 
increase and female and male condition will drop effecting future breeding 
cycles.  Any air or ground disturbance that may disrupt caribou behaviour even if 
it’s only a few hours a week could negatively impact caribou condition.  Caribou 
require a continuous feeding cycle that includes feeding, ruminating (chewing 
their cud), resting, feeding and so on during the growing season in order to 
maximize their condition before the winter. 
 
Based on these considerations and the sensitivity of the area, the GN 
recommends that if NWB approves operations in 2007 that the following 
conditions apply: 
 
During the months of May and August: 
 

• The proponent must employ fully independent wildlife monitors to 
determine when caribou cows and calves are in the areas of 
operation.    

 
• When caribou are present, the proponent shall suspend all blasting, 

over-flights of aircraft with an altitude of less that 300 metres above 
ground level and operation of ATV’s and snowmobiles and any other 
ground based or water based mobile equipment. 

 
• During migration of caribou the proponent shall not block or cause 

any diversion to migration. 
 

• During caribou migration, the proponent shall cease activities likely 
to interfere with migration such as airborne geophysics surveys or 
movement of equipment or personnel until the caribou have passed. 

 
• The proponent must not construct a camp, cache fuel, conduct 

blasting or drilling operations, operate ground, air or water based 
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mobile equipment within 10km of a ‘designated caribou crossing’; or 
conduct drilling within 5km. 

 
During the months of June and July,  
 

• The proponent, with the independent wildlife monitor, shall undertake daily 
high altitude (>300m) aerial reconnaissance to determine whether caribou 
cows and calves are present within a 20km radius of the site, or if caribou 
are migrating through the site. If caribou are observed the monitor will 
instruct the proponent to suspend any activities within 10 km of the 
sightings. 

 
• At the end of each month, the proponent will submit a daily logbook of 

caribou reconnaissance to GN Department of Environment (DOE), also 
detailing when and how, these measures have been implemented.   The 
time when caribou are present in the project area can be corroborated 
with GN caribou satellite collar data.  

 
• During these months GN Conservation Officers will be inspecting this site 

and others within, or close to caribou calving and post -calving grounds 
randomly twice a month to ensure compliance with these measures. 

 
2. Human-carnivores conflicts 

 
It is possible that during operations the proponent will encounter grizzly bear, 
wolverines, wolves and foxes. The proponent is advised to minimize odors that 
potentially attract carnivores through timely camp housekeeping. Should the 
proponent experience any interaction with carnivores, they are advised they 
should contact the local wildlife officer. All camp members should be fully aware 
and trained in the human-wolf/fox/wolverine encounter avoidance plans 
especially in avoidance of any feeding of these species. The proponent must 
discourage food conditioning of all wildlife species, negative reinforcement is 
encouraged. 
 
The proponent should take all possible measures to avoid wildlife encounters, 
specifically bears.  These measures include use of an alarmed trip wire around 
the site perimeter and wildlife monitors.  GN requests that wildlife monitors 
working for the proponent carry shot guns and have cracker shells and rubber 
bullets available to use as deterrents.  The applicant should follow procedures 
outlined in the "Safety in Bear Country Manual", and should contact the 
Regional/Area Biologist or the Wildlife Manager indicated below for information 
and advice on measures which should be taken to minimize the possibility of 
bear-people conflicts.   
 
 
GN DOE Contacts 
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 Manager, Wildlife 
  -Dan Shewchuck, (867) 857-2828, dshewchuk@gov.nu.ca 
   
 Biologist, Kivalliq Region 
  - Mitch Campbell, (867) 857-2828, mcampbell@gov.nu.ca 
 
 

3. Recording wildlife observations and den sites 
 
It is probable that within, or close to, the project area there are a number of 
carnivore den sites.  The GN asks the proponent to record all wildlife 
observations in a ‘wildlife log’ and map the location of any sensitive wildlife sites 
such as denning sites. The proponent should ensure that operational activities 
are managed and modified to avoid impacts on wildlife and sensitive sites, the 
log and maps will be a useful tool to achieve this.  Additionally, the GN requests 
that wildlife data collected by the proponent be submitted to GN DOE annually as 
this will provide an important source of wildlife data for the department.  
 

4. Raptor Nesting Areas 
 
Raptor nests occur throughout Nunavut, and most of the prospecting areas likely 
contain at least a few nest sites. Take care not to disturb nesting raptors from 15 
April to 1 September by staying at least 1.5 km away from them when in transit 
by aircraft, and to avoid approaching them closely while on foot. 
 
The following is a list of general precautions that must be considered when 
conducting prospecting activities near Peregrine Falcon, Gyrfalcon, and other 
raptor nests (most of these precautions will also apply to all nesting bird species): 
 

• Disturbance is most harmful early in the nesting period (May and June for 
Peregrine Falcon and Gyrfalcon, similar for Rough-legged Hawk):Raptors 
will attempt to maximize their chances of successfully raising young. If 
they decide early in the breeding period that their nest is at risk, they may 
abandon it. If nests are disturbed at this stage of nesting, there may not be 
sufficient time to renest. All disturbances to nests during the early part of 
the nesting cycle must be avoided (avoid nest sites from late May through 
to mid-July). 

 
• Individuals show variability in their response to disturbance: Different birds 

will show different responses to varying levels of disturbance. This may 
result from the general health of the bird, weather conditions, previous life 
experiences, and adaptability. Therefore, treat all nest sites with equal 
precaution, regardless of the response of the bird. Do not disturb raptor 
nests during conditions of poor weather (rain, snow, high winds). 

 

mailto:dshewchuk@gov.nu.ca
mailto:mcampbell@gov.nu.ca
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• Approaching the nest site near the time of fledgling (where chicks fly away 
from the nest) often leads to premature nest departure: During the last few 
weeks of nesting, severe disturbance at the nest often causes young 
raptors to jump out of the nest. This can cause death from exposure, 
predation, starvation, or trauma from the fall itself. All activity within 100m 
of a nest site during the latter part of the nest stage (10-20 August for 
peregrine falcons in this region) must be avoided. 

 
Further details on raptor nests and disturbance mitigation can be obtained from 
the Wildlife Officer in communities closest to the area of interest, or from regional 
biologists 
 
 
Spill Contingency Plan 
Based on the GN’s Spill Contingency Planning and Reporting Regulations, and 
the  Contingency Planning and Spill Reporting in Nunavut: a Guide to the New  
Regulations, the GN recommends the following be implemented: 
 

• The plan should contain a site map that is intended to illustrate the 
facilities relationship to other areas that may be affected by the spill. The 
map should be to scale and be large enough to include the location of 
your facility, nearby buildings or facilities, roads, culverts, drainage patters, 
and any nearby bodies of water. 

 
• A description of the training provided to employees to respond to a spill. A 

sound training program is necessary when dealing with an emergency 
situation 

 
 
Hazardous Materials Management 
Hazardous materials stored on-site should be marked so they will be visible 
under all conditions, in all seasons.  This recommendation is intended to help 
prevent possible injuries to camp personnel and/or damage to the containers.  
Unless otherwise specified by the land use inspector or license -issuing agency, 
all hazardous materials should be removed from the site upon completion of the 
activity.  All hazardous waste should be accompanied by hazardous waste manifests 
with the appropriate information (Generator number, carrier number, and receiver 
number).The proponent is referred to DoE’s Environmental Guideline for the 
General Management of Hazardous Waste.  
 
  
Abandonment & Restoration Plan 
Any sumps shall be located above the high water mark of any water body and in 
such a manner as to prevent the contents from entering any water body. Further, 
all sumps shall be backfilled upon completion of the field season and contoured 
to match the surrounding landscape. 
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Land Use Planning 
 
There is a concern that the issuing of permits relating to exploration for uranium 
may lead to an expectation that further development of these projects will be 
permitted. The GN is aware that Nunavut Planning Commission has determined 
low level exploration for Uranium to be in conformity with the Keewatin Regional 
Land Use Plan but believes the proponent should be aware of the following 
provisions in the plan: 
 
3.5 - Uranium development shall not take place until NPC, NIRB, NWB and the 
NWMB have reviewed all of the issues relevant to uranium exploration and 
mining. Any review of uranium exploration and mining shall pay particular 
attention to questions concerning health and environmental protection. (A) (CR) 
 
3.6 – Any future proposal to mine uranium must be approved by the people of the 
region. 
  
The GN thanks NWB for the opportunity to provide comments on this water 
license application. Please contact us if you have further questions.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Original signed by 
 
Mike Atkinson 
Manager Environmental Assessment and Land Use 
Environmental Protection Service 
Department of Environment 
 
 
 


