
Non-Technical Project Summary for the Phase 1 All-weather Access Road 
 
The Meliadine Gold Project is located approximately 25 kilometres northwest of the Municipality of 
Rankin Inlet, Nunavut.  In late 2010, Agnico-Eagle Mines Limited (AEM) announced that it planned to 
accelerate the pace of advanced exploration at the Meliadine site given the encouraging drilling results 
achieved to date. AEM has subsequently re-opened the underground decline, increased the number of 
operating diamond drills, and modified and expanded the exploration camp and associated facilities 
(sewage treatment, potable water treatment, power generation, etc.) to allow exploration to continue 
year round.  
 
The main obstacle to advancing the pace of exploration at Meliadine is the amount of on-site fuel 
storage, currently at 1.8 million litres, which is not sufficient to allow year round exploration activity or 
to allow AEM to expand its pace of development at this site.  Additional fuel storage capacity of 1.6 
million litres is planned for early 2012 but even that will not be enough.   
 
The only way to get to the Meliadine site today is by helicopter, and winter road from late January to 
May of each year.  Consequently, to allow year-round delivery of fuel to the site and reduce 
transportation of materials and staff to the exploration site, AEM is proposing to construct a single lane 
gravel road to provide year round access between Rankin Inlet and the Meliadine Project site. The all-
weather access road (AWAR) would be constructed as Phase 1 and public use would be controlled by a 
gate at the start of the road near the Char River.  
 
The Phase 1 road would be a single lane, gravel road 23.8 km long.  There will be 3 single span bridges 
over the Char River, Meliadine River and a small stream.  There will also be 8 culverts for other small 
streams that the road will cross.  Half way between Rankin Inlet and the Meliadine site there will be an 
emergency shelter constructed to provide refuge in the event of an emergency condition.   
 
Various alternatives were considered to building the Phase 1 all-weather road.  Combinations of 
helicopter fuel lifts, winter road and increased fuel storage were all considered.  After careful 
consideration, the Phase 1 all-weather access road was proposed to best serve the needs of the 
Meliadine site.  It would have the least environmental impact and be the safest. 
  



 
 

ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒐᒃᓴᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᔭᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ, ᐱᑕᖃᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖏᓪᓗ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᓄᙱᒋᓗ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᔭᐅᓂᐊᕆᐊᖓᓐᓂᒃ; 
 
y3Jxu flj5 s/C4bExFsix34g34 xzy4tQJ34 vq34Ois2 x5Axi @% rMugi4, kNKu.  
srs34 @)!) Wxio34tlA, s/C4bEx5 x[if wf bn34t5yMs34g5 wfb34bmb flu4 ei34Lt4, 
WxMn3ixo3mbA34 NiyymZu4.  flu4 cspmoCu4 kNs2 wlxi, wfb34bviMs34g5, 
xqoEx34LAl WoEFz5 xml xyq5.  Gwmw/3F5, wu34b3F5, wfmcstc3F4, xq5lH  
srsl4b3l WoEJ4N3y2lt4. 
 
ryxi WxMwJbsMs34g34 s34hxlcqNu4 by3Jx3u.  s34hxlu4 xg34bCu4 !.* uox8 ogi4 
s34hxlu4, b7Nl urlx34Li.  srsu @)!@u whmJ5 cbs/Jx3i4 nNJm2lt4, 
s34hxlcDN34gi4 !.^ uox8 ogi4, ryxi2bs34 b7N urlx3ix34g34. 
 
s/C4bEx5 mN by3Jx3jxDN34g5 fouAf5 xml srsg5 x2tos3lt4 xgxMZ4nu4, /kxEu5 
mwj5 beu.  sx/3b3ix3mb srsl4b34 x2du4 nNhxo34g5 vq34Oi3u5 s/C4b3F4nj5 by3Jxj5.  
bmfx s34hxlw5, Wdt3Jw5 by3Jx3u xgZ4n5 x/34g34bsboc/34g5, xml srsl4b34 
WoEbo3lt4.  nNhx3g5 gxgu4 x2du4, b7Nl srsl4b34 x2d5 xgZsJN34Li, vq34Oi3u5 
by3Jx3j5.  x2d5 nN/sQx34X5 wclZ3J2 wv3Fzi WQxc/34g34, xml kcFc3lil 
WoEp3lil, x?lo4u4.   
 
x2d5 nN/six34g34 gxgix34g34 kNfD5 xbsy34 xgDN3li, brtQlil @#.* rMug5.  
Wzh5 gxg5 wv3F5 nN/slt4l, wclZ3J2 vzi, vZNul.  vZNi *aJ5 h2lo5 
wo/six3uJ5.  vq34Ois2l by3Jx2l xfizi w[lJxN34 nN/six34g34, b7N 
xJo34gc34Xli5, W34yo34Xli5 srsu xgZ4ns2li, gxFN34gc3Xli5.   
 
xyq5 xg34bsJN3g5 X3NAbsymJ5, x2du4 nNon3tlQ5.  mfx whmosDbsymJ5 fouAf5 
s34hxli4 x/34gDt5, srsf5 xgDN34g5 x2dt4, xml s34hxlu4 xglxoDu4 bmN 
whmosDbsMs3uJ34.  bwm whmosZi4mb x2d5 srsl4bf5 xgDN34g34 ryxi nNlA.  
nN/sizl x?tu4 x4g3ic3ix3g34 xml xg3ic5yx3ix34g34. 
 
yKo3u4 !, x2d5 nN/siz moZsN/34g34 nN/siz @, x2d5l yo4tbsQxC/34g34 mD4 
kNfDt4 xgDNo3lt4.  yoi34nso34X5 vq34Oi3us5 xgDNmC/34bz5.  x[if wf s/C4bEx5 
woix34t5ybC/34g5 x2du xi34bwoi3j5 xml xg3izk5.  x2d5 nN/sZi5yx3X5 
kc3Fcdi3li.  xml kc3F4 x?lo4 by3Jx3u ryu.  ryxio by3Jx3u ryu4 Woep5 
bwfzDN3lt4.  x/34yJ5l s34hxli4, Wdt3Jx3i4, xyqi4l ryu4 s/C4b3Fjxb3lt4.  

 


