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Report for the following permits:  
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GN Wildlife Research Permit WL 2010-022





       
CWS Scientific Permit NUN-SCI-10-01





       
NWB Licence 3BC-ASM1010

In 2010, the Arctic Shorebird Monitoring Program, also called Arctic PRISM (Arctic Program for Regional and International Shorebird Monitoring), did shorebird surveys on Victoria Island and King William Island (Map 1).   Arctic PRISM is a monitoring program for shorebirds across the North American arctic.  These surveys will help us to produce arctic-wide population estimates for shorebird species that breed in the arctic.    
We had three survey crews this year, 2 rapid survey crews and one intensive survey crew.  One rapid survey crew was based out of Cambridge Bay on Victoria Island and surveyed a total of 30, 12 ha plots from 10-19 June.  The second rapid survey crew was camped at Gladman Point in a temporary tent camp.  They surveyed 48, 12 ha plots from 15-23 June.  Rapid surveys involve two people walking systematically through the plots and recording all the birds they see.  Eight of these plots were surveyed regularly throughout the breeding season from 11 June to 8 July by the intensive survey crew that was also camped at Gladman Point.   These intensive surveys require long hours spent in the plots observing shorebirds and recording their habits.  
We observed 201 individuals of 11 species of shorebirds in rapid survey plots of Victoria Island.  We also observed an additional 15 non-shorebird species including ducks, geese and songbirds.  More than half of the shorebirds observed on Victoria Island were Semipalmated Sandpiper, White-rumped Sandpiper and Pectoral Sandpiper.  Only a handful of individuals were observed for each of the other species.  On King William Island we observed 598 individuals from 14 shorebird species.  As with Victoria Island, we observed 15 other species of birds during these surveys as well.  Semipalmated Sandpiper, Red Phalarope, and White-rumped Sandpiper were the most abundant. Individuals from these three species accounted for 400 of our 598 observations. 
We found a total of 41 shorebird nests on the intensive plots.  The majority of the nests were of Semipalmated Sandpiper, White-rumped Sandpiper and Red Phalarope, but we also found nests belonging to American Golden-Plover, Baird’s Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper and Buff-breasted Sandpiper.  At our intensive camps we try and determine nest fate. That is, what happens to the nest: does it hatch? Does it get eaten by a predator? Does it get abandoned by the parents? At our intensive camp this year we were unable to determine nest fate for the majority of the nests we found because it was a late spring so our camp ended before all the nests had a chance to hatch.  But, we do know that before we left, only two of the 41 nests were eaten by predators.  It is good for shorebird reproduction when the rate of predation is low. 
Our tent camp at Gladman Point was a small tent camp.  Garbage was stored in a bear-proof container and taken out by twin otter at the end of the season.  No trace of our presence remained at the campsite after we left.  We had a temporary fuel drum cache at Gladman Point but all the leftover fuel and empty drums were removed in July. 
This year, through the Canadian Wildlife Service’s Inuit Field Research Assistant and Inuit Student Mentorship programs we hired two students from Kugluktuk, Julia Carpenter and Caitlin Pangon and one student from Gjoa Haven, Valerie Kogvik.  All three young women showed an interest in birds and were valuable members of our field crews.
If you would like to know more about the Arctic Shorebird Monitoring Program or shorebirds in general, please contact Jennie Rausch, Shorebird Biologist, Canadian Wildlife Service (phone 867-669-4709; e-mail jennie.rausch@ec.gc.ca).  

Map 1 – Survey plot area and the location of our camps, Arctic Shorebird Monitoring Program 2010.
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Picture 1 – Red Phalarope. Red Phalarope were one of the three most common shorebird species found on King William Island.  Not very many were seen on Victoria Island.
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Picture 3 – White-rumped Sandpiper. White-rumped Sandpiper was the most common shorebird species found on King William Island.  They are very secretive and are able to blend in well with their surroundings making it difficult to see them.  
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Picture 2 – Julia Carpenter, our Inuit Field Research Assistant and Shelby Skinner, our student from Yellowknife, in Cambridge Bay.
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Picture 4 – Semipalmated Sandpiper.  A common shorebird species found on both Victoria Island and King William Island.

