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March 22, 2002

To:  Rita Becker
Licensing Administrator
Nunavut Water Board
Gjoa Haven, NU

Re: Exploratory Drilling at Vic Property
NIRRB: 02EN023 NWB: NWB2VAM

Enclosed is the completed NIRB Screening Decision Report on an associated with
exploratory drilling near the community of Kugluktuk in the Kitikmeot Region.

NIRB has screened this application for eco-systemic and socio-economic impacts of the
proposal.

NIRB's indication to the Minister is: 12.4.4 (a) the proposal may be processed without a
review under Part 5 or 6; NIRB may recommend specific terms and conditions to be
attached to any approval, reflecting the primary objectives set out in Section 12.2.5;

Please contact me at (867) 983-2593 if you have any questions about the Screening
Decision Report.

Yours truly,

7

) [
Gladys Joudrey
Environmental Assessment Officer
Nunavut Impact Review Board

ASP)NG*, 5o OT/P.0. Bax 2379 Cambridge Bay, NT /EKALUKTUTIAK, NUNATIAMI XOE 0C0 ® DL /Phone/HIVAVAOTA: (867) 9032593 ® NNbE D% 3NdP o/ Fax/FAX-KOT (867) 983-25%4



2002-Mar~25 10:39am From-NUNAVUT IMPACT REVIEW BOARD +8679832594 T-543 P.003/022 F-427

e

2020 A€Ncno 1 BALM/NUNAVUT IMPACT REVIEW BOARD/NUNAYUTMI KANOGILIVALIANIKOT ELITTOHAIVEOPLOTIK KATIMAYNT

SCREENING DECISION
Date: March 22, 2002
Myr. Thomas Kudloo
Chairperson, Nunavut Water Board
Gjoa Haven, NT
Dear Mr. Kudloo:

RE: Screening Decision of the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) on Application:
NIRB 02EN023 NWB NWB2VAM DIAND N2002C0007 KIA
Exploratory Drilling at Vic Property (Ashton Mining Ltd.)

Autharity:

Section 12.4.4 of the Nunavut Land Claim Agreement states:

Upon receipt of a project proposal, NIRB shall screen the proposal and indicate to the Minister in
writing that:
a) the proposal may be processed without a review under Part S or 6; NIRB may
recommend specific terms and conditions to be attached to any approval, reflecting
the primary objectives set out in Section 12.2.5;
b) the proposal requires review under Part 5 or 6; NIRB shall identify particular issues
or concerns which should be considered in such a review;
c) the proposal is insufficiently developed to permit proper screening, and should be
returned to the proponent for clarification; or
d) the potential adverse impacts of the proposal are so unacceptable that it should be
modified or abandoned.

Primary Objectives:

The primary objectives of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement are set out in section 12.2.5 of
the Land Claims Agreement. This section reads:

In carrying out its functions, the primary objectives of NIRB shall be at all times to protect and
promote the existing and future well-being of the residents and communities of the Nunavut
Settlement Area, and to protect the ecosystemic integrity of the Nunavut Settlement Arca. NIRB
shall take into account the well-being of the residents of Canada outside the Nunavut Settlement
Area.

The decision of the Board in this case is 12.4.4 (a) the proposal may be processed without a
review under Part 5 or 6; NIRB may recommend specific terms and conditions to be attached to
any approval, reflecting the primary objectives set out in Scction 12.2.5;
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Reasons for Decision:

NIRB’s decision is based on specific considerations that reflect the primary objectives of the
Land Claims Agreement. Our considerations in making this decision included:

the impact of drilling activities on the ecosystem;

disposal of drill cuttings and waste water;

impact to water quality, aquatic habitat and wildlife and fish populations from chemicals,
drill waste, drill fluids and potential fuel spills;

storage and disposal of chemicals, fuel, garbage, sewage, and gray water, and impact of these
on the ecosystem;

the impact of noise from drilling activities and their disturbance to wildlife and traditional
users of area;

the impact of campsite and equipment on terrain;

the impact of exploration activities on archaeological sites or cultural landmarks in the area;
and

clean up/restoration of the camp site and drilling locations upon abandonment.

Terms and Conditions:

That the terms and conditions attached to this screening report will apply.

Drill Sites

1. The Licensec shall not conduct any land based drilling within thirty (30) metres of the
normal high water mark of a water body.

2. The Licensee shall conduct any the lake-based winter drilling, in accordance with the
Interim Guidelines for On-Ice drilling.

3. The Licensee shall ensure that all drill cuttings are removed from ice surfaces.

4.  The Licensee shall not use drilling muds or additives in connection with drill holes unless
they are recirculated or confained such that they do not enter the water, or are certified to be
non-toxic.

5.  The Licensee shall ensure that any drill cuttings and waste water that cannot be re-
circulated be disposed of in a properly constructed sump or an appropriate natural
depression that does not drain into a waterbody.

6.  The Licensee shall ensure that drilling wastes do not enter any water body. The use of
biodegradable, salt free drill additives is encouraged over non-biodegradable types.

7. The Licensee shall not establish any stockpiles within thirty (30) metres of the normal high
water mark of a water body.

8.  The Licensee shall ensure that the release of total suspended solids in the receiving

environment shall be in compliance with Guidelines for Total Suspended Solids contained
in the Canadian Council of Ministers for the Environment’s (CCME) Canadian Water
Quality Guidelines, Chapter 3 - Freshwater Aquatic Life (i.e. 10mg/L for lakes with
background level under 100mg/L., or 10% for those above 100mg/L.).
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The Licensee shall ensure that the sump/depression capacity is sufficient to accommodate
the volume of waste water and any fines that are produced so that there will be no
additional impacts.

The Licensee shall not locate any sump within thirty (30) metres of the normal high water
mark of any water body.

The Licensee shall not deposit nor permit the deposit of slash, debris or sediment into any
waterbody. These materials shall be disposed of above the high water mark in such a
fashion that they do not enter the water.

The Licensee shall ensure that disturbance of vegetation from deposit of drill fluids/cuttings
is restricted 1o the area of the sump and the ground prepared for revegetation upon
abandonment.

The Licensee shall, where flowing water from bore holes is encountered, plug, the bore
hole in such a manner as to permanently prevent any further outflow of water. The
occurrence shall be reported fo the Nunavut Water Board and Land Use Inspector within 48
hours.

If the drilling requires water in sufficient volume that the source waterbody may be drawn
down details must be submitted (volume required, size of waterbody, etc.) to DFO-FHM
for review. DFO-FHM does not recommend the use of streams as a water source.

Water

15.

The Licensee shall ensure that all water intake hoses are equipped with a screen with an
appropriate mesh size to ensure that there is no entrapment of fish.

Fuel and Chemical Storage

16.

17.

18.

19.
20.
21.
22,
23.

24.

The Licensee shall ensure that fuel storage containers are not located within thirty (30)
metres of the ordinary high water mark of any body of water.

The Licensee shall ensure that any chemicals, fuels or wastes associated with the project do
not spread to the surrounding lands or enter into any water body.

Fuel storage shall either be equipped with secondary containment and other hazardous
materials should be located in such a manner as to prevent their release into the
environment.

The Licensee shall take all reasonable precautions to prevent the possibility of migration of
spilled petroleum fuel or chemicals over the ground surface.

The Licensee shall examine all fuel and chemical storage containers daily for leaks. All
leaks should be prepared immediately.

The Licensece shall seal all container outlets except the outlet currently in use.

The Licensee shall mark all fuel containers with the Licensee’s name.

The Licensee shall dispose of all combustible waste petroleum products by incineration and
removal from the site.

The Licensee shall ensure all activities, including maintenance procedures and refueling,
should be controlled to prevent the entry of petroleum products or other deleterious
substances into the water.
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25.  The Licensee shall have an approved emergency response and spill contingency plans in
place prior to the commencement of the operation.

26. The Licensee shall immediately report all spills of petroleum and hazardous chemicals to
the twenty-four (24) hour spill report line at (867) 920-8130.

Waste Disposal

27. The Licensee shall not discharge or deposit any refuse substances or other waste materials
in any body of water, or on the banks thereof, which will impair the quality of the waters of
the natural environment.

28. The Licensee shall not locate any sumps or areas designated for waste disposal within thirty
(30) metres of the ordinary high water mark of any body of water, and be sufficiently
bermed or otherwise contained to ensure that these substances to do not enter a waterway
unless otherwise authorized.

29. The Licensee, prior to the discharge of fluids from any sump, shall carry out an analysis of
the fluid in a manner prescribed by the NWRB.

30. The Licensee shall treat greywater and sewage according to the terms and conditions
outlined in the NWB approval.

31. The Licensee shall backfill and recontour all sumps to match the natural environment prior
to the expiry date of the license.

32. The Licensee shall incinerate all combustible and food wastes daily,

33. The Licensee shall keep all garbage and debris in a covered metal container until disposed
of.

34. The Licensee shall ensure that all wastes generated through the course of the operation are
backhauled and disposed of in an approved dumpsite.

35. The Licensee shall deposit all scrap metal, discarded machinery and parts, barrels and kegs,
at an approved disposal site,

Wildlife

36. The Licensee shall ensure that there is no damage to wildlife habitat in conducting this
operation.

37. The Licensee shall not feed wildlife.

38. The Licensee shall use the latest bear detection and deterrent techniques to minimize man-
bear interactions and shall report any Man-Bear Interactions to the nearest Renewable
Resource Officer.

39. The Licensee shall ensure that the drill sites avoid known environmentally sensitive areas
(denning, nesting etc.) by a minimum of 250 metres.

40. The Licensee shall not locate any operation so as to block or cause substantial diversion to
migration of caribou.

41. The Licensee shall cease activities that may interfere with migration or calving, such as

airborne geophysics surveys or movement of equipment, drilling activities until the caribou
and their calves have vacated the area.
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42.  The Licensee shall not conduct any aclivity associated with the land use operation during
critical periods of wildlife cycles (eg. caribou migration, calving, fish spawning or raptor
nesting).

43.  That the Licensee shall ensure that there is no hunting by employees of the company or any
contractors hired.

44. That the Licensee remove any carcasses along the roadway to prevent attraction by
scavengers, preventing further road kills.

45. The Licensee shall ensure that aircraft pilots adhere to recommended flight altitudes of
greater than 300 m above ground level as to not disturb wildlife. Raptor nesting sites and
concentrations of nesting or molting waterfow! should be avoided by aircraft at all times.

46. The Licensee shall ensure compliance with Section 36 of the Fisheries Act which requires
that no person shall deposit or permit the deposit of a deleterious substance on any type in
water frequented by fish or in any place under any conditions where the deleterious
substance may enter such a water body.

47. The harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish habitat is prohibited under Section
35 of the Fisheries Act. No construction or disturbance of any stream/lake bed or banks of
any definable watercourse is permitted unless authorized by DFO.

48. The Licensee shall not detonate explosives within fifteen (15) metres of any body of water
which is not completely frozen to the bottom.

Environmental

49. The Licensee shall ensure that the land vse area is kept clean and tidy at all times.

50. The Licensee shall prepare the site in such a manner as to prevent rutting of the ground
surface.

51. The Licensee shall not do anything that will cause erosion of the banks of any body of
water on or adjacent to the land and shall provide necessary controls to prevent such
€rosion.

52. The Licensee shall be required to undertake any corrective measures in the event of any
damage to the land or water as a result of the Licensee’s operation.

53. The Licensee shall not remove any material from below the ordinary high water mark of
any waterbody.

54. The Licensee shall adopt such measures as required to control erosion by surface
disturbance. Sediment and erosion control measures should be implemented prior to, and
maintained during the work to prevent sediment entry into the water during a spring thaw.

55. The Licensee shall not move any equipment or vehicles unless the ground surface isin a
state capable of fully supporting the equipment or vehicles without rutting or gouging.

56. The Licensee shall suspend overland travel of equipment or vehicles if rutting occurs.

57. The Licensee shall not use any material other than water in the construction of ice bridges.
Winter lake/stream crossings shonld be located to minimize approach grades. Cutting or
filling of crossing approaches below the normal high water mark will require review and
approval by DFO.

58. The Licensee shall remove all snow fills from stream crossings prior to spring break up

59. The Licensee shall not allow any ice bridge to hinder the flow of water of any stream.
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Structure & Storage Facilities

60. The Licensee shall not erect structures or store material on the surface ice of lakes or
streams.

61. The Licensee shall locate all structures and storage facilities on gravel, sand or other
durable land.

Archacological Sites

62. The Licensee shall follow all terms and conditions for the protection and restoration of
archaeological resources as outlined by the Department of Culture, Language, Elders and
Youths (CLEY) in attached lester.

Reclamation

63. The Licensee shall remove all scrap metal, discarded machinery and parts, barrels and kegs,
buildings and building material upon abandonment.

64. The Licensee shall complete all clean-up and restoration of the lands used prior to the
expiry date of the permit.

65. The Licensee shall undertake ongoing restoration for any land or improvements which are
no longer required for the Licensee’s operation on the land.

66. The Licensee shall plug or cap all bore holes and cut off any drill casings that remain above
ground to ground level upon abandonment of the operation.
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Othor Recommendations

1. NIRE would like to encourage the proponent to hire loeal people and services, 10 the extent
possible.

Z.  NIRR stiingly adyiows gioponenta 1 sansubt with lacal vecidemi< reparding their acrivities
i the region, and do community consultation un the project o keep the communities
informed.

1. Any amendment requests deemed by NIRB 10 be outside the original scope of the praject
will be considered a new project.

4. Tt Fnvirorgnenun) Proisatian Branch (DOE), Deparment of Fisharies and Odeeans DB,
Nungvut Tmpact Keview Board {NIRB), and the Nunavin Wates Board (NWB) shouta be
advised of any material changes ro plans or aperating camlitions associaved with the
Project.

Validity of Claims Apreement

Section 2.12.2
Where there is any laconsistency or conflict between any federal, (erisitonal and local government

laws. nnd the Agreement, the Apreement shall prevail 1o the extent of 1he inconsistency or
conflicy.

Dited M_Z%ZD;N Arviat, NUI

uuz.a\yu Crrpodiaemd; OWeming aome
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Gladys Joudrey

Envirenmental Assessment Screener
Nunavut Impact Review Board

Box 2379

Cambridge Bay, NU X0E 0CQ

Re: Land Use Application NIRB 02YN023 Explaratary Drilling at Vic Praperty
{Ashtan Mining of Canada, inc.)

Due Date: March 7, 2002

Dear Ms. Joudrey:

At your request, the Depariment of Culture and Heritage, Govermment of Nunavut, has reviewed
the above-noted application. Our recommendations follow.

We recommend appraoval of the above-cited application, as the proponent's proposed activities
do not canstitute a threat to known archaeological resources.

The attached conditions specify plans and methads of site protection and restoration o be
followed by the permitiee if an archaeological site is encountered or disturbed in the course
of the land use activity.

eah Ofgk; ifector
Culture and Heritage
Department of Culture, Language, Elders and Yauth

1 NN <A™ 1000, asaAdC 300 £4 P.0. Bag 1000, Station 800 &2 Sac 1000, Station 800 ! BG7-975-5500
A%AY, 0a.>C X0AOHO Igaluit, Nunavut X0A OHO Igaluit, Nunavut X0A 0HO & 867-975-5504
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ARCHAEOLQGICAL AND PALAEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES
TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR LAND USE PERMIT HOLDERS
M‘WH :
BACKGROUND
Archaeology

As statad in Article 33 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement:

The archaeological record of the Inuit of Nunavut is a record of Inuit use and nccupancy
of lands and resources through time. The evidence associated with their use and
accupancy represents a cultural, historical and ethnographic heritage of inuit society
and, as such, Government recognizes that inuit have a special relationship with such
evidence, which shall be expressed in terms of special rights and responsibilities.
[33.2.1]

The archaeological record of Nunavut is of spiritual, cultural, religious and educational
impartance to Inuit. Accordingly, the identification, protection and conservation of
archaeolagical sites and specimens and the interpretation of the archaeological record is
of primary impartance ta Inuit and their invalvement is both desirable and necessary.
[33.2.2)

In recognition of the cultural, spiritual and religious impertance of certain areas in
Nunavut to [nujt, Inuit have special rights and interests in these areas as defined by
Article 33 of the Nunawut Land Claims Agresment. [33.2.5]

Palasontology

Under the Nunavut Act’, the federal government can make regulatucns far the protection,
care and preservation of palaeontalogical sites and specimens in Nunavui. Under the
Nunavut Archaealogical and Palaeontological Sites Regulations®, it is illegal to alter or
disturb any palazontological site in Nunavut unless permission is first granted through
the permitting process.

Definitions

As defined in the Nunavut Archaealogical and Palasontological Sites Regulations, the
following definitions apply:

“archaenlogical site” means a place where an archaeolagjcal artifact is found.

Ye 511
1P.C.2001-111 14 June, 2001
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"archaealagical artifact” means any tangible evidence of human activily that is
mare than 50 years old and in respect of which an unbroken chain of possession
or regular pattern of usage cannat be demonstrated, and includes a Denesuline
archaeological specimen referred to in section 40.4.9 of the Nunavut Land
Claims Agreement.

“palasontological site” means a site where a fossil is found.

“fossil” includes:
(a) natural casts
(b) preserved tracks, coprolites and plant remains; and
(c) the preserved shells and exoskeletons of inveriebrates and the eggs,
teeth and bones of vertebrates.

Terms and Caonditions

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

&)

7)

The permitiee shall not operate any vehicie over a Known or suspected
archaeolagical or palaeoniclogical site.

The permittee shall not remave, disturb, or displace any archaeological arfifact or
site, ar any fossil or palaeantological site.

The permitiee shall immediately contact the Department of Cuiture, Language,
Elders and Youth (867) 934-2033 or (867) 975-8500 should an archaeological
site ar specimen, or a palaeontological site or fossil be encountered or disturbed
by any land use activity,

The permittee shall immediately cease any activity that disturbs an
archaeolegical or palasontalogical site encountered during the course of a land
use aperation, until permitted to proceed with the authorization of the Department
of Culture, Language, Elders and Yauth, Government of Nunavut.

The permittee shall follow the direction of the Department of Culture, Language,
Elders and Youth and DIAND in restoring disturbed archaeological or
palaeontological sites fo an acceptable condition.

The permittee shall provide all information requested hy the Department of
Culture, Language, Eiders and Yauth concerning all archaeological sites or
artifacts and all palaeontological sites and fossils encountered in the course of
any land use activity.

The permittee shall make best effarts to ensure that all persans warking under
authority of the permit are aware of these conditions concerning archaeological
sites and arifacts, and palasontological sites and fossils.

The permittee shall aveid the known archaeological and/or palaeoniological sites
listed in Attachment 1.

1 he
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9) The permittee shall have an archaeologist or palaeontologist perform the
following functions, as required by the Department of Culture, Language, Elders
and Youth; h

a) survey

b) inventary and documentation of the archaeological or palaeontoiogical
resources of the land use area

c) assessment of potential for damage to archaeological or palasontological
sites

d) mitigation

e) marking boundaries of archaeoiogical or palaeontolagical sites

) site restoration

The Department of Culture, Language, Elders and Yauth shall authorjze by way of &
Nunavut Archaeologist Permit or a Nunavut Palasontologist Permit, all procedures
subsumed under the above operations.
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March 07 2002

David Sateana
Enviranmental Assessment Officer Trainee
NIRB ~ Cambridge Bay

Ashton Mining Inc. - Exploratory Drilling at Vie Property

I did not get a chance to review the Appendix B which I assume provides more project
detail; however in reviewing the rest of the rest of the submission received for a Water
License at this logation, I da not have any major concerns with this application

Ashton Mining has worked 1n the region and the surrounding Kugluktuk/Bathurst Tulet
area in the past and it 55 my understanding they have operated effective and
environmentally friendly camps. I understand from discussions with Kuglukiuk people
that efforts have heen arempted by Ashton in the past 10 use available labour expertise
from the commumty.

The scope of this project as least as far as water use is concerned is not extensive. As
long as normal operating procedures for a camp of this small size are followed as has
been this companies’ past track record; then [ have no reason to throw concern on this
application.

Regards:

e (o
Do;;lgr/ossley ~

Special Advisor
Cambridge Bay
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COMMENT FORM FOR NIRB SCREENINGS

The Nunavur Impact Review Board haa 8 mandase to protect the integrity of the ecosystem for
the existing and fisture residents of Nunavut. In order to assess the environmental and scic-
economic impacts of the project propoaals, NIRB would like to hear your concerns, comments
and suggestions ahol the following project application:

Prajeet Title: _Exploratory Drilling at Vie Praperty .

Please describe the cancerns indicated above:

Fropouent:__ Ashron Mining of Cansda Inc.
Location: _Kiglikahik Lake, NU .
Comments Due By: _Thursday, March 7, 2002 ~__ NIRB#: _02ENDY
Indicate your concerna shout the project propusal heiow:
/N0 concerns reditional uses of land
waler quality Inuit harvesting activitiea
rerrain : community invalvement and eonsuyltation
air quality iocal development in the frea
wildlife and their hahitat tourism in the aten
marine manunals and their habitar human health iasues
birds and their habitat uther;
fish and their habilar

horituge resources in wrea

! Do you have any suggestions or recommendatians for this application?

Ofﬂrmﬂt - mcm,zgt/ f(zg)cc:\é cemy/ ¢/ (HCI)CL/‘UJ'

Do you aupport ths"ix—rnjm propasal? Yes § No O Any sdditlonzl comments?

Name ul'penmn cn m f E?f f ; %ff 1[*’?4/ -
Fosition: v/ ()rganlzm i /L
Signnrture: v Date- qm,:.,c

F-427

[ VT

(S
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Environment  Environnement
Canada Canada

Environmantal Protaction Branch
Suite 301, 5204 - 50" Avenue
Yellowknife, NT  X1A 1E2

tel: (B&7) 660-4700

March 07, 2002 QOur Fife: 4703 000 001

Environmental Assessmant Officer
Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB)
PO Box 2379

Cambridge Bay, NT X0E 0CO.

Attention: David Sateana

Re: Land Usa Parmit Application NIRB 02EN023 / NWB Water Application NWB2VARM - Ashton
Mining of Canada Inc. - Explaratary Drilling - Kiglikabik Lake, NU.

On behalf of tha Environmental Canada | have reviewed tha information submitted with the above application,
and recocmmend the following conditions far inclusion in the land usefwater licence. This advice is pravided
pursuant to §ection 12(3) of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act {CEAA), and is based primarily on
Envitonment Canada’'s mandated responsibilities for the enforcement of the Canadian Environmental
Protection Act (CEPA), Section 36(3) of the Fisherias Act and the Migratory Birds Convection Act.

Comments and Recommendations

» Meeting the requirements of the Federal Fisheries Act is mandatory, irmespective of any other ragulatery or
permitting system. Section 36(3) of the Fisheries Act specifies that unless autharized by federal reguiation,
no person shall deposit or permit the deposit of deletarious substancas of any type in water frequented by
fish, or in any place under any conditions where the deleterious substance, or any other dejeterious
substance that results from the depasit of the deleterious substance, may enter any such water.

» The propanant shall not deposit nor permit the depasit of stash, debris or sediment intn any water body.

These matarials shall be disposed of abova the high water mark in such a fashion that they do not enter
the water.

Environment Canada recommends that ail fuel starage be equipped with secondary containmernt and the
other hazardous materials ba stored in such a manner as ta prevent their releasa into the environment.

« [f an artesian flow is encountered, core-grill holes shall be plugged and permanantly sealed upan project

termination. Paor quality ground water from one aquifer may corntaminate anather or in some cases flawing
conditions at the surface can create tarpe washouts ar quicksand conditions.

* Drilling wastes from iand-based drilling shall be disposed of in a sump such thal they do not enter any
waterbody.

« For on-ice drilling, return water released to the lake must be non-toxic, and not result in an increase in
totat suspendad solids in the immediate receiving waters of ihe lake above Canadian Council of Ministers
for the Environment Guidelines far the Pratection of Frashwater Aquatic Life (ie. 10mg/l- for lakes with e
backaround levels under 100 mgiL, or 10% for those abave 100 mg/L}. {@

« Drilling additives or mud shall not ke used in connaction with hales drilled through the lake ice unless they
are re-circulated or cantaijned such that thay do not enter the water, or demeonstraled to be non-toxic.

Canada
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« The permitise shall not atore matarial on the surface ice of streams or lakes,

Changes in the proposed or paermitted activities associated with this land use application would require _further
review. | can be contacted at (867) 6634736 (by e-mail at wade.romanko@et.ge.ca) for any questions or
commenis with regard to the foregoing.

Yours truly,

szﬂ//{

Wadse Romanko
Aquatic Environmental Gfficer o
Envirenmental Protection Branch - Northern Division

ce, Rita Beckar - NWB Licensing Administrator
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David Sateanq

COMMENT FORM FOR NIRB SCREENINGS

The Nunavuyr Impact Review Board has a mandate to pratect the integrity of the ecosystem for
the existing and future residents of Nunavut. In order to assess the environmeaial and scio-
economic impacts of the project praposals, NIRB would like 10 hear your concerns, commenis
and syppestions about the following project application;

Praject Title:_ Explorafory Drilling st Vic Property
Praponent:___Ashton Mining of Canada Inc.

Loeation: _Kiglikahils Luke, NU j
Comments Dug By: Tharsday, March 7,2002 NIRB#: 02EN(23 )
Indicate your concerns ahout the projeet proposal helow:
/N0 cancerns wadirional uses of lapd

waler quelity 1nuis harvesting acrivives

terrain cammurify invelvemnent and consuliation

Hir gquulity incal development in the arca

wildlife ang their hahiwar tourism in the area

marine mammals and theuw habitat human health icenes

hintds and their habitat ather: .

N ———— e

fish and their habiar
heritage resouycer in area
Please deseribe the concerns indicated shove:

Do you have any suggestions or recommendations for this application?

Do you suppert the p}uject proposal? YVes X Nofl Any additional comments?
Ensiure.  thaet Ashton flows ol he recovwmeandqt g

terns amd comditvms of NIRE + Nwbs .

A

Name of person commenting: _ JTaede. & an ok of {Luglube e
Position: Lad Ooie coqtv  Organization: k£ 4l ~7

Signnture:/?ﬁ{_/_g I ponsin L Date: FeA>. & /O 7. ]

4
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Fish Habifat Managemont
P.CY Box 358
fgatuit, Nunavut

XOA OHO
COw Ric Nefry rifsrenie
NUJ00500
March 7, 2002 ‘
Mr. David Willis

Ashion Mining of Canada
123-930 West 1* Stieet
Vancouver, B.C VIP-3N4
Tel (604) 983-7764

Fax (604) 987-7107

RIi: NIRB File 021EN023, Exploratory Drilling at Vic Property, Kikerk Litke.

Dear Mr. Willis,

This letler is to advise that The Departent of Fisherics and Oceans, Fish Habital
Management (DFO-FHM) received the project proposal, submitted by the Nunavut Impact
Review Board {or explaratary diamond drilling in the Kikerk Take arca. The proposed
project length is March 15, 2002 through to March 2005. During this thme, camp occupation
is planned 1o be two weeks in March and two weeks in September. DFO-FLIM’s assessment
Lakes into consideration primarily fish and fish habitar related concerns. T have reviewed
thie plans for the proposed work. |

Operations in or pear water may result in the harmful alteration, disruption or destruction
of {ish habitar, whichi is prohibited under Sectlon 35 of the Fisheries Act. The following
mitigation measurces, along with miligation measures indicated in the project proposal,
are intended to prevent any potentially harmful impacts to fish and fish habirart:

e If prtesian Now is encountered, drill holes should be plugged and permanently sealed
upon completion of the project.

s Al disturbed arcas should be stabilized and ve-vegetated as required. upon
completion o work, and restored 1o a pre~disturbed state.

o No marterial should be left on the ice when there is potential for that material to enter
ihe water (.. spring break-up).

o [ the drilling requires water in sufficient volume that the sonree waterbody may be
drawn down please submit details (volume required, size of waterbody, sic.) to BFO-
THM for review. DTEO-FHM does not recommend the use of streams as a water
sauyce.

Canadi
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« Ajl water intakes should be propetly screened to prevent the entrainment of fish.
Refer 1o the Freshwater Intake End-of-Pipe Fislt Screen Guideline (DFO 1905),
availeble on request,

Depaositing sdelercrious substances into fish bearing watcers is prohibited as stated nnder
Subsuetion 36(3) of the Fisheries Act, The following are additional measures to mitigate
habitat disturbance or loss as well as the deposition af deleterious substances,

*  Sediment and erosion control measures should be iinplemented prior o, and

maintained during the work 1o prevent sediment entry into the water during a spring
Thaw.

«  All wastes, drill cuttings, sewage containments, and {uel caches should be located o
minimium of ihirty (30) metres from the normal high water mark of any water body,
arcl be sufficiently bermed or otherwise contained 10 ensure that these subsiances do
not enter any water body.

» Dl cuttings should be disposed of in a sump such that they do not enter any water
body. The use of biodegradable, salt free drill additives is encouraged over non-
biodepradable types.

o Allactivities, including mainteniance procedures and reluelling, should be controfled
to prevent the entry of petrolcum prodacts or other delelerious substances into the
Wiler.

= Al spills of ail, fuel, or other delewerious marterial should be reported immediately (o
tha 24-Howr Spill Line at (867) 920-8130.

Tf the: proposcd work is carried out as described in the plans provided w DFO-FHM and if
the addirional mitigation measures specificd above are implemented, the proposed work
will not be considered as contravening Subsection 35(1) of the Fisheries Act which veads:

"No person shall carry on any work or undertaking thar residss in ihe
harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish habitat.”

Therefore, an authorization under Subsection 35(2) of the Fisheries Act will nat be
neeessary. I a harmlul alteration, dissuption or destrucrion of fish habitat and/or the
deposition of deleterious substances into fish bearing walcrs occurs as a result of a
change in the plans for the proposed warks or failure to implement the addirional
miligation measures specified shave, prosccurion under Subscction 35(1) and/or
Subsection 36(3) of the Fisheries Act may be initiated.

If you have any questions concerning Lhe mitigation measures or should theve be any

changes 10 the proposed work, please contact me at (867) 979-8011 or Jardan Dagroot at
(867) 979-8007 or contuct us by Tax at (867) 979-8()39.

Canadi
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Sincerely,

APp ¥y .
e Jospor_
Slt;phimic I'hompson
Area [Tubitat Bintogist
Lustern Aretic Avea

c.c. Jordan DeGroat- Fish ITabitat Management
Gladys Joudrey-Nunavut Impact Review Board
Rita Becker-Licensing Administrator, NWB
Ipeclee Norcheak- A/C&P Field Supervisor

Canadia
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! COMMENT FORM FOR NIRB SCREENINGS

The Nunavut Impact Review Board has a2 mandare 1o protect the integrity of the ecosystem for
the existing and fuhwe residents of Nunavut. In order 1o assess the environmental and scip-
econpmic impacts of the project proposals, NIRB would like 1o hear your cancems, comments
and suggestions about the following project application:

Projeet Title:_ Exploratory Drilling at Vie Property
Proponent:__ Ashton Mining of Canada Inc,
Loeation: _Kiglikabik Lake, NU

Comments Due By: Thuvsday, Mareh 7, 2002 NIRB #: _02EN023
Indicate your concerns about the praject propusal helaw:
0 CONEATNS ‘ wadivional nses of land

water quality iy harvesting aotivities

terrain , comauaity involvernent and consulration

air quality ! 1oca) development in ths arca

wildiife and their habitat tonrism in the area

marine mammals and their habirar higman haalth igsues

birds and their habigr | other:;

fish and their hahiray

heritage resources in vreg.

Please describe the conceras indicated ahove:
|

Da you have any suggestions or recommendations for this application?

Y t— /ﬂtwe:
SC‘J,L_ arp m"aj gﬁoe_s mu‘( "-‘JUWL ~¢,_, A, o
Fur NMoasT A/aj;uw M = /.7w6./4u¢»-,. lgfésha&quw\.,
Qp LUP S‘/p\nl.L (3-6 S—lﬁk('w-f.

Da you suppart the pfnject pronosal? Ves fr'No T Any additional comments?

‘ o
Name of person commenting: %Vk owna TTIR of
Pasition: M—&—M&L‘ Organization: DD rAAATD B
Signature: E E : ) Date: Lo / %5




