
 

 
Agnico Eagle- HOPE BAY PROJECT C/O BBE LOGISTICS 

100 McMillan Street, Yellowknife, NT X1A 3T2 | Ph: 867-988-6882 | agnicoeagle.com 

July 22, 2022 
 
Ali Shaikh 
Technical Advisor  
Nunavut Water Board  
P.O. Box 119  
Gjoa Haven, NU,  
X0B 1J0 
 
Sent via Email: ali.shaikh@nwb-oen.ca 
 
Re: Water License 2AM-DOH1335 – Notice of Modification – Expansion of Airstrip at Doris 
 
Dear Mr. Shaikh, 
 
This letter represents Agnico Eagle Mines (Agnico) written notification to the Nunavut Water 
Board (NWB) regarding the planned expansion of the airstrip in the Doris mine area.  This 
notification is being provided to the NWB prior to commencement of work, as required under the 
Type A Water License (2AM‐DOH1335).  Agnico can confirm the following conditions are met, 
under 2AM‐DOH1335 Part G Item 1: 

a) The Licensee has notified the Board in writing of such proposed modifications at least sixty 
(60) days prior to beginning the Modifications; 

b) Such Modifications do not place the Licensee in contravention of the License or the Act; and 
c) Such Modifications are consistent with the applicable terms and conditions of the NIRB 

Project Certificate No. 003 and Project Certificate No. 009. 
Agnico plans to expand the airstrip by approximately 300 m to improve safety and usability of 
the airstrip.  The expansion will begin at the current airstrip termination and extend 300 m to the 
north (Attachment 1).   The runway expansion will allow Agnico to add more fuel to the aircraft 
and carry an increased number of passengers over longer distances. Flights to Hope Bay from 
Edmonton will no longer have to refuel in Yellowknife.   
 
As part of the Doris airstrip expansion design, the design engineer (SRK) completed review of 
terrain, surficial geomorphology, surface water pathways, and ground ice features using 
available historical and recent air photos, elevation models, and annual geotechnical inspection 
field photographs. The reviewed information was considered in the design, in particular the 
potential for the change in surface hydrology and permafrost due to the expansion alignment.  
 
Ground ice features in the form of ice-wedge polygons were mapped along the existing airstrip 
alignment, with few indications of similar features along the expansion. Nevertheless, the design 
considers ice-rich permafrost in the foundation.  The design is based on direct fill placement 
using a minimum fill thickness of 1 m to limit permafrost disturbance. A similar thermal design 
approach has been used for existing infrastructure at the Doris Mine. The expansion alignment 
is also orientated parallel to the anticipated direction of surface water flow to minimize 
modification of the existing flow pathways and to limit ponding of water near the embankment.  
The engineer of record for surface infrastructure will continue to annually inspect the airstrip. At 
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this time, there is no additional post-construction geotechnical monitoring anticipated for the 
airstrip expansion.   
 
Construction is proposed to start in October 2022.  Stamped engineering drawings for the 
airstrip expansion are provided in Attachment 1. 
 
Frequent inspections of the construction site will be used to determine if there is the need for 
sediment and erosion control measures, such as silt fences, straw wattles, and placement of jute 
fabric to address sediment and erosion. If required, the control measures would be implemented 
to address sediment and erosion resulting from construction. The design is also based on direct 
fill placement to limit the need for excavation that could cause permafrost disturbance and the 
need for additional sediment and erosion control measures. 
 
 
Should you have any questions please feel free to contact me at 
nancy.harvey@agnicoeagle.com 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Guy Dufour on behalf of 
Nancy Duquet Harvey    
Environmental Superintendent - Agnico Eagle Mines Limited - Hope Bay Mine  
 
Cc:  
Licencing (NWB) 
Jon Roesch (KIA) 
 
Attachments 
Engineering Drawings for the Doris North 1000ft Airstrip Expansion 
 

mailto:nancy.harvey@agnicoeagle.com















