Cambridge Bay Pre-Hearing Conference Notes

June 5th 2001 Luke Novoligak Community Hall 

10:00 am- Opening Prayer – David Agluukaaq

10:05 am- Introductions & Background of the NIRB- Chair Kane Tologanak 
10:10 am- NIRB File History Presentation- Rey Chaurdary. NIRB invites all parties to attend pre-hearing, comment on the Jericho Diamonds Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement and the joint-letter from NIRB and the NWB.

10:15 am- Introductions& Background of NW- Chair Thomas Kudloo. 

10:20 am- Review of Joint-Letter- Thomas Kudloo and Kane Tologanak. The ten questions contained in the joint –letter from NIRB and NWB were read. Notice of Pre-hearing were given to NIRB Distribution list, Hamlets, HTO, Bulletin in Kugluktuk, Cambridge Bay and Gjoa Haven, Newspapers, CBC and local radio.

10:30 am- Roll Call of Parties for Registration: 

· Tahera Corporation- Howard Millar, President and CEO; Dr. Bruce Ott, Environmental Sciences; Robert Hornal, Author of socio-economic report; Ben Hubert, Author of wildlife studies; Greg Missal, Vice-President Affairs, Nunavut; Rick Pattonton, RL&L Associates- author of the fisheries reports; Cam Scott, SRK Engineers of the Project.

· Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development (DIAND)- Glen Stephen-Manager of Environment & Conservation; Janice Taynor, Environmental  Scientist; Paul Smith- Manager of Water Resources, Michelle Johnson– Industrial Coordinator; Robin Abernathy-Gillis- Municipal Coordination, Eric Hopkins- Environmental Analyst, Ottawa office.

· Natural Resources Canada (NRCan)- John Ramsey

· Environment Canada (EC)- Lawrence Ignace

· Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO)- Bert Hunt, Director for Eastern Arctic, Jordan de Groot- Habitat Biologist.

· Department of Sustainable Development (DSD)- Bernie MacIsaac- 

· Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated (NTI)- Stephan, Environmental Manager; Joe Ohokannoak, Executive Assistant to the First Vice-President; Attima Hadlari- Environment; Laurie Pelly- Legal Counsel

· Kitikmeot Inuit Association (KIA)- Charlie Evalik, President; John Donihee, Legal Counsel

· Yellowknives Dene First Nations- Tim Byers, Land and Environment Committee; Lawrence Goulet, Elder Alfred …

· Paul Wilkinson & Associates consultant to the NIRB- Brigitte Masella, Senior Research Associate & Lourdes Juarez, Biologist

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Review Board, Canadian Arctic Resource Committee were unavailable.

11:00 am- Tahera Presentation- Greg Missal- Thanks boards and staff and supports a Part 5 review. All three mines in Nunavut are getting to end of productive life, therefore Tahera is timely and will draw on experience of communities with mining. Slides of presentation have been submitted to the NWB staff.

1:20 pm- DIAND presentation, Glen Stephens. Copies filed with NWB. 

1:30pm- NRCAN presentation, John Ramsey. Copies of presentation filed with NWB. 

2:00 pm- Environment Canada Presentation, Environmental Protection Branch, Iqaluit Office, Lawrence Ignace. Copies of the presentation were filed with the NWB.

2:05 pm- break until 2:15 pm.


2:15 pm- Fisheries and Oceans presentation, Jordan DeGroot.  Copies of presentation filed with NWB

2:17 pm – Sustainable Development, Bernie MacIsaac.  Copies of presentation filed with NWB.

2:25 pm – NTI, Stephan Lopatka- Mr. Lopatka referred the Boards to his letter dated May 28th and asked that socio-economic impacts be addressed in the hearing.   

2: 30 pm- KIA, Charlie Evalik & John Donihee- Mr. Evalik explained KIA’s support of mineral development as long as the Inuit way of life, land, water, caribou and other wildlife are protected in the interest of the Inuit. He strongly encouraged both the proponent and the Board to seek advice from Elders and other Inuit knowledge. He will provide suggestions on who to contact, if asked. He expressed the need for an IIBA in order to ensure that Inuit receive benefit and training from the project. In accordance with Article 20, the Inuit may be compensation if the quality and quality of water flowing through Inuit Owned Lands is significantly impacted. He welcomed the proponent to begin discussions about IIBAs and compensation as soon as possible. 

2: 45 pm- YK First Nations, Tim Byers introduces Lawrence Goulet & Alfred ----. Mr. Goulet explained his People’s history with the land and caribou in the area South of the Project area. His main concerns were with respect to the increasing use of the winter road and the impacts on air and water quality. Spills on the road and dust are increasing due to more mineral development activity. He also had concerns over noise levels. Alfred --- expressed the need to work together to find ways to preserve and protect the land and wildlife. 

MVERIB no presentations.

2:25 pm – CARC.  Philippe di Pizzo, NWB asks for a 10 minute break to summarize the written submission by CARC

2:40 pm –CARC.  Mr. di Pizzo summarizes CARC’s written submission.  CARC requests to be a formal intervenor in the pre-hearings proceedings.  They also request that funding be made available for intervenors.  CARC also lists their answers to the 10 questions as provided in their written submission.

3:00 pm – Brigitte Masella, Paul Wilkinson & Associates.  Given the Board’s comments with regards to guidelines for the proponent, Mr. Masella thought it would be more advantageous to clear up areas where the proponent can improve their EIS; rather than discussing guidelines.  In particular, she went over deficiencies in the methods employed by the proponent for impact assessment and alternative methods of graphically summarizing these projected impacts.   Emphasis was placed on the need for more clarity, organization, and consistency with regards to projected impacts.  Comments were also provided on socio-economic impacts and residual impacts.

3:30 pm John Donihee asked Ms. Masella whether the consultant’s report could be available to all the intervenors to review before comments to the EIS guidelines are required. Since the report was going to be submitted in 2 weeks and the Boards would make decisions regarding the PHC issues also in 2 weeks, he suggested a conflict in timing may arise.

3:30pm The Boards decided to break to discuss the issue until 4:00pm.

4:00pm It was decided that Wilkinson Consulting would make the report available to the Boards in 1 week and it would be distributed to all the parties. 

4:15 pm- The parties were asked if anyone had any more questions. Meeting adjourned.

