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 RE:	NWB1 JER9801 – Tahera Water License Renewal, Jericho Site





On behalf of Environment Canada (EC), I have reviewed the information submitted with the above-mentioned application.  As per the request of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada, EC has reviewed the Jericho water license renewal application for issues regarding fuel storage and containment.  The following specialist advice has been provided based primarily on Environment Canada’s mandated responsibilities for the enforcement of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, Section 36(3) of the Fisheries Act, and the Migratory Birds Convention Act.





Tahera Corporation is proposing to extend their existing water license for water use and disposal associated with activities at and around the Jericho project site near the northwest end of Contwoyto Lake, located in the West Kitikmeot region of Nunavut.  This license extension will allow Tahera Corporation to continue its exploration activities in the Jericho area until the review of their full-scale mining operation is complete.





Since this application is not requesting any changes to the current license, EC supports this application pursuant to any conditions and recommendations outlined in previous communications.  Environment Canada requests that the integrity of the secondary containment associated with the fuel tank farm(s) be tested and proven to be impermeable prior to any continued use. The questionable state of this facility and possible contamination beyond the facility was noted during a site visit in 2001 conducted by Stephen Harbicht with Environment Canada.  The proponent shall also ensure that no deleterious substances, including sediment, are entering waters frequented by fish as a result of the solid waste dump without berms that was also noted on the same site visit.  





The following conditions should be applied throughout all stages of the project:





The proponent shall not deposit, nor permit the deposit of sediment, wastes or fuels into any water body.  According to the Fisheries Act, Section 36(3), the deposition of deleterious substances of any type in water frequented by fish, or in any place under any conditions where the deleterious substance, or any other deleterious substance that results from the deposit of the deleterious substance, may enter any such water, is prohibited.


The proponent shall ensure that any chemicals, fuels or wastes associated with the proposed project do not enter waters frequented by fish.  All sumps, spill basins, and fuel caches should be located in such a manner that the contents do not enter any waterbody.


Environment Canada encourages proponents, if storing barrelled fuel at a location, to use secondary containment with impervious liners, such as self-supporting insta-berms, and storage tanks which are double-walled.  


All spills are to be documented and reported to the NWT Spill Line at (867) 920-8130.








Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or comments with regards to the foregoing at (867) 975-4639 or by email at colette.meloche@ec.gc.ca. 








Yours truly,





Original signed by:





Colette Meloche 


Environmental Assessment Specialist





cc:	(Paula Pacholek, Northern Environmental Assessment Coordinator, Environment Canada, Yellowknife)


	(Michelle McChristie, Kitkmeot Regional Coordinator, Indian and Northern Affairs Canada)


	(Jordan DeGroot, Habitat Management Biologist, Fisheries and Oceans Canada)
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