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PREFACE 

Note of Thanks to Kivalliq Communities: This report summarizes what the Kiggavik 
Project team heard and learned in the Kivalliq Region during community information 
sessions. AREVA appreciates the willingness of community members to share information 
and the way in which team members were welcomed in your communities. If you feel this 
report has not accurately recorded these events, please contact us. 

 
 

bf0/4n6 

t3tct[A5 d/oJA5 r=?9o6u kN9o8k5: Nw8N6ym2lA  s8i2v̀os6ymJ6 
r[Z=Fs2  W9oExzi4 gns7m9oC2b x7m9`l w9oy?o6lb r=?0o6usi5 kN9o8i5 

gn0/6g6t9lb vt7mi2t[A5. x`E?4f5 d/oK5 W0Jmicyx3Ly kN2y`i kN9osJy 

x7uc6ctc6b`MsC2y x7m9`l x`E?7ust[A5 gzh4tbsb9`MsC2b kN2yk5. `N7mqg0/6X5 
b7N s8i2v9`os6ymJ6 N9Msyqg/3X5 ttC6ymiq5 vt7mt5tb6tlb, 
cs0pttbw9oqly s=?2t1i4.  
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ENGLISH SUMMARY 

Kiggavik Open House Information Sessions were held in the seven Kivalliq Communities in 
October and November 2012.  The objectives of the information sessions were: 

 Introduce or re-introduce AREVA project team members to communities 

 Provide updated information on the proposed Kiggavik Project 

 Explain work done on the Kiggavik Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and to 
answer questions about it 

 Present DEIS findings, significance determinations and receive feedback on suggested 
mitigation and monitoring as well as acceptability of predicted effects 

 Discuss uses of uranium and radiation protection with community members and answer 
questions 

 Provide information on AREVA’s Saskatchewan experience 

 Continue to hear and learn about important local values and concerns relating to the 
Kiggavik Project 

 Encourage public input and participation. 

The open houses were advertised in newspapers and posters were placed in the seven 
communities.  Letters of invitation were sent to Hamlets, HTOs, government departments and 
the Nunavut Impact Review Board.  Handout material available during the community 
information sessions included a summary of how an environmental assessment is conducted 
and questions to identify whether potential effects are acceptable and important community 
values in considering the determination of significance. The Popular Summary of the DEIS in 
English and Inuktitut was also available as a handout in addition to an open house 
survey/comment forms. 

In addition to the Open Houses, the AREVA team held meetings on the topic of significance with 
elders in Baker Lake and with HTOs in Rankin Inlet and Chesterfield Inlet.  The team also met 
with students in Coral Harbour and Rankin Inlet and with Council and Hamlet representatives in 
Coral Harbour, Repulse Bay and Chesterfield Inlet. 

A total of 284 people signed indicating they attended the open houses.   AREVA staff recorded 
328 comments made during discussions.    The majority of the comments pertained to: 

 Kiggavik Project – 21% 

 Benefits – 18% 

 Human Environment – 13% 

 Communication/ Engagement -12% 
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Sixty five participants completed comment forms indicating the majority of participants learned 
something new, had their questions answered and were satisfied with the project so far.  The 
AREVA team was seen as the most interesting way to present information.  Meetings, Open 
Houses and Public Meetings were stated as the best way for AREVA to communicate with 
communities.    
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`Nw8N6ymJ6 

r[ZF8j5 s4fwgttlb g4ry[QxDti4 vt7mtt8i2t[A5 b2f8N`i &sJ̀i5 kN9o8i 
x4g2XstlA x7m9̀l k=F2ẀE @)!@.  s6vsysy7m0J5 gnZs0/Ex`9o8i4 vt7mt5t9lb: 

 cs0p7m/s5yxEx`o5 s=̀? r5g8mz6u4 x`E=?s2 WoExzk5 W9oEp5 kN9o8k5 
b7mw1k5  

 s2l7uj5 gn6bs0/Ex`o5 r[ZF1j5 WoExaJ5 g4yCsbsJ̀l scsyslt4  

 scs5yx3lt4 W9oExa8if5 r[Z=F1`u y=K9o6X6ys̀t5 x=?t7j5 x4g6bs8izk5 
ttc6Jx5 (ttC6ymJ5) x7m9`l rs0/syx6X4lt4 b7mfx 

 m8`Nj5 cs0p0/symJ5 ttca6ymJ5, xq0J7m`E5 W8Nhx6bsymK5 x7m9`l Wym/sK5 
scsyEy7m/y cs0pn6bsd2lQ5 vspn6t8k5 xqDbsymyx3g5 c1kw8ixD[Q/sJ5 
x4gw8i4nzk5   

 scsyslt4 xg6bs8iq5 J̀E8`ix7 x7m9l hDJwgi5 ux8iE/s/Exc6`i5 b7mfNz5 
kN9osJi5 x7m9̀l rs0/sb6lt4 x2WdysJ5  

 gns7mtbslb gn6bs0/Ex`o8i4 x`E=?4f5 n{v5h̀?usi5 xg6ym0/z5  

 v0Jy8icyxlt4 gn6tbsb6lt4 x7m9`l w9o5ttbslt4 whm̀lbsJ8i4 x7m9`l b7mi 
kǸo5 w29oE/q5 x7m9`l scsys9l`i r[Z=Fs2 W9oExq5  

 W0Jun6bslt4 w8k9l4`b5 sccbsb3lt4 vt7m/6g6X4lt4. 

s4fwgttlb cs0ptbsb9Msg5 tteEx4nt[A5 x7m`l i=Fz6tbs?4Lt4 &?s0J8k5 
k8N9o8k5.  ttC6y7mJt[A5 cwdpb9`Ms3S[A5 Bx7m4ftA5, mcwt5, v=?7mf5 x=F4g6ymJ5 
x7m9`l k8N=K7j5 x4g6bs8izk5 b4f[Qx3i6j5 vt7m`pk5.  ttC6ymJi4bs6 
xgw8Nstt?4S[A5 vt7m6JxoCzb kN9o8i gn6bsJ4n8i4 vt7mgt2t`i 
Nw8N6ymJi4  c8k6 x=?tK5 x4g6bs8x6izi4 cspnDt8i4 cs0pn6if8i4 
Wbcs6izi4l s0/Ccs6iqi4 tAym/2t8i4 x7m9`l kN9`o5 W7mEstbq8i4 k8Nzk5 
w29oE/sJ5 wh7m[Q/symK5 W9oExayx6ymK5 xqJ7mE8u4. W0/s0Jmi6Xa?4g5 
Nw8N6l[Q5 c29l8̀Ntg5 x7m9`l w8k4tg5 x5gw1Ns?4g5 t[A/4ns2lt4 bw7mstbs?4S5 
s4fwgtt5ytlb cs0pn6i4f5 /scsy4nc6Fs0J5 ttCF4nqt[A5. 

w9M[Qx4v8i6l[A s4fwgtti2t8k5, b2fx x`E=?4f5 vtctc6ymJ5 x7uhw6Lt4 
w8kgcs0J8i4 c7migx6u x7m9`l xaNh4t8i4 vq6O8i6u x7m9`l w4l9o[Z6J8u.  b2fx 
W9oE0pK5 vtctc6ymK5 w9o8ix6g8i4 n9o6̀u x7m9`l vq6O8i6u x7m9`l Bx79M5 
vt7mpq8i4 scsy4nc68k5 n9o6`u, 8`Ns0`/`i x7m9`l w49l9oZ6Ju. 

vt9l4̀b6L[Q  284 w8kw5 xt9os6ymJ5 N9`lNw6yJ5 vt7mcbs9`M3mb 
s4fw5gtttlb.   ttC6y7m0J5 x̀E=?4f5 W9oE0pq5 328  scsys9Ms6g5 vt7mi2t[A5 
scct[Q8i4f5.   b2fx x7uh8i6n5 scsyq5 `N9lNw6ym=K5: 

 r[Z=Fs2 W9oExzk5 – 21S3n8 

 w4vJyx6g5 – 18S3n8 

 wk9oExaiq5 – 13S3n8 

 gnDt9oE8i4f5/ gn6tbsy7m8iq5 – 12S3n8 
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^% a0J5 Wcbs2lt4 b5b5t[Z4n8i4 ttC9`Ms3S5 ̀N9`lNw6yJ5 x7uh8i6n5 vt7mcbsymK5 
w9o5y=̀?9o6iC6g5 k5`bi4, x2WdyÈMs3bq5 rs0/sym5yx3S5 x7m9`l ̀N7m4y8iCLt4 
scsys8izi4 W9oEF2b b4=`?.  b2fx x`E=?4f5 W9oEct[`Q5 bf4nsJf5 xqi6ns=K5 
8N8z6N6S5 scsyq5 gn6bs0/`Ex`odtq5.  vt7mt5y8i4f5, s4fw5gttt84f5 x7m9̀l 
w8k9l4`b5 vt7mt5bst9l[Q5 scsysy7m=K5 w7m[A6 Ws8i6Xt[A5 x̀E=?4f5 gns7mt5y8iq5 
k8Nos0J8k5.    
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Copies of this report are available from the AREVA Baker Lake office, by request at 1-867-793-
2000, and online at www.kiggavik.ca. 

 

By: 

AREVA Resources Canada Inc. 

P.O. Box 9204 

SASKATOON, SK. 

S7K 3X5 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

 AREVA Resources Canada Inc. (AREVA) submitted mine development applications and 
a project proposal to authorizing agencies on November 14, 2008 to initiate the Nunavut 
project review process on the Kiggavik Project. The Kiggavik Project is a proposed 
uranium mine (five deposits), a mill, and associated infrastructure located approximately 
80 km west of the hamlet of Baker Lake in the Kivalliq region of Nunavut. 

 Public participation is an essential component of AREVA’s sustainable development 
model, and one of the five guiding principles used by the NIRB. AREVA and the Kiggavik 
team want to establish stakeholder relationships based on trust and transparency. 
AREVA is committed to the meaningful involvement of people in the Kivalliq Region in 
Kiggavik Project activities. AREVA is committed to providing information on the project, 
and wants to hear what the people of the Kivalliq region and other interested persons 
think about the proposed Kiggavik Project. 

 Community information sessions were held in each of the seven Kivalliq communities 
between October 29 and November 10, 2012. The original schedule was modified 
somewhat due to weather conditions. The schedule is detailed in Table 1.1-1.  The 
sessions were conducted from approximately 2 pm to 9 pm.  

 In addition to the Open House sessions, AREVA representatives met with Elders, 
Mayors, Hunters and Trappers Organizations, and schools in some of the communities. 

 The focus of the 2012 tour was the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and 
discussions on significance determination. 

Table 1.1-1: Open House Locations & Dates 

Community Venue Date 

Baker Lake Qamanittuaq Recreation Centre 
October 29, 2013 

October 30, 2012 

Coral Harbour Qaggvvik Hall October 31, 2012 

Repulse Bay Naujat School November 1, 2012 

Chesterfield Inlet Recreation Centre 
November 2, 2012 

November 3, 2012 

Rankin Inlet Singiituq Community Hall 
November 5, 2012 

November 6, 2012 

Arviat John Ollie Complex November 9, 2012 

Whale Cove John Adjuk Community Hall November 10, 2012 
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Table 1.1-2: Other Meetings & Dates 

Community Type of Meeting Topic Date 

Baker Lake Elders Meeting 
Significance 
Determination 

October 30, 2012 

Coral Harbour Hamlet Council 
Project Update  and 
Overview 

November 1, 2012 

Coral Harbour 
School Visit - Discussion with 
Grades 9 to 12 and teachers. 

Opportunities in mining November 1, 2012 

Repulse Bay 
Mayor and Senior Administrative 
Officer 

Project Update  and 
Overview 

November 2, 2012 

Chesterfield Inlet 
Mayor and Senior Administrative 
Officer 

Project Update and 
Overview 

November 2, 2012 

Chesterfield Inlet 
Hunters and Trapper 
Organization 

Significance 
Determination 

November 3, 2012 

Rankin Inlet 
Hunters and Trapper 
Organization 

Significance 
Determination 

November 6, 2012 

Rankin Inlet 
School Visit – Discussion with 
three classes  

Opportunities in mining November 6, 2012 

Note: Contents of Table 1.1-1 and 1.1-2 are listed in the order in which they occurred.  All other tables in this 
report are listed alphabetically by community. 

The information sessions had several objectives: 

 Introduce or re-introduce AREVA project team members to communities 

 Provide updated information on the proposed Kiggavik Project 

 Explain work done on the Kiggavik Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and to 
answer questions about it. 

 Present DEIS findings, significance determinations and receive feedback on suggested 
mitigation and monitoring as well as acceptability of predicted effects 

 Discuss uses of uranium and radiation protection with community members and answer 
questions 

 Provide information on AREVA’s Saskatchewan experience 

 Continue to hear and learn about important local values and concerns relating to the 
Kiggavik Project 

 Encourage public input and participation 

 This report summarizes the results of the 2012 Kiggavik community information sessions 
in the Kivalliq region. The report includes public notification materials, information 
presented and made available, feedback received from the communities, and next steps 
in project advancement.  
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2 COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSIONS  

2.1 NOTIFICATION 

The information sessions were advertised using methods described below. 

2.1.1 Newspaper 

Kivalliq News: The bilingual print advertisement (Appendix A) was placed in Kivalliq News on 
October 24 and 31 and on November 7 prior to and during the information sessions. 

2.1.2 Radio Announcements 

Bilingual radio announcements, based on the print ad, were aired by local radio stations, 
beginning a few days prior to the information sessions, and continuing until the day of the 
sessions. 

2.1.3 Posters and Invitations 

Posters, in the same format as the print ad, were displayed in advance of the information 
sessions at public locations in all seven communities, including hamlet offices, government 
buildings, the Co-op, Northern Stores, convenience stores, office buildings and recreation 
centres.  

Direct invitations were emailed to Mayors and the Hunters and Trappers Organizations in the 
Kivalliq Communities, to the Elders Group in Baker Lake and to the Kivalliq Inuit Association, 
government organizations and the Nunavut Impact Review Board. 

2.2 PARTICIPATION 

2.2.1 Open House Participation 

A total of 284 community members signed into an open house event. Table 2.2-1 shows the 
number of signatures recorded in each community. Not all open house participants feel 
comfortable signing into an event so not all participants were recorded.  Also, some people 
attended both sessions in Baker Lake, Rankin Inlet or Chesterfield Inlet and signed the sheet 
both days. 
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Table 2.2-1:  Number of Participants Signing Attendance Sheets at Open House 
Sessions 

Community Date Attendance 

Arviat November 9, 2012 27 

Baker Lake October 29 and 30, 2012 74 

Chesterfield Inlet November 2 and 3, 2012 48 

Coral Harbour October 31 21 

Repulse Bay November 1, 2012 15 

Rankin Inlet November 5 and 6, 2012 70 

Whale Cove November 10, 2012 29 

TOTAL  284 

 

2.2.2 Other Meetings and Events 

In addition to open houses, we held three meetings to discuss Significance Determination, two 
with the HTOs in Chesterfield Inlet and Rankin Inlet and one with Elders in Baker Lake. We 
gave a project update and overview to the hamlet council in Coral Harbour, and to the Mayors 
and SAOs in Repulse Bay and Chesterfield Inlet. We also visited schools in Coral Harbour and 
Rankin Inlet to talk about opportunities in mining and the qualifications required for various 
aspects of mining. 

2.3 FORMAT 

The format of the community information sessions was a combination of open house and public 
meeting. The open house displayed panel posters about the Kiggavik Project, the regulatory 
process and the findings and conclusions of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. There 
was also a side table with an AREVA radiation protection specialist providing radiation 
protection demonstrations. The AREVA team was available to discuss the project with visitors 
and to answer questions. The team consisted of senior management, Regulatory Affairs, 
Community Relations, scientific people from the Safety, Health, Environment and Quality 
(SHEQ) Department, Exploration, and Camp operations. Comments and discussions were 
recorded and later categorized to provide AREVA information on areas of greatest interest or 
concern to the various communities. One or two translators were available at each event, with 
simultaneous translation equipment available.  One interpreter familiar with the regional dialects 
accompanied the group on the tour.  A second translator was hired in most communities. 

 The display panels used at the open houses (Appendix B) provided information on the 
following topics:  

 Aquatics 

 Atmosphere 

 Marine Environment 
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 Human Health 

 Socio-Economics 

 Terrestrial Effects 

 Terrestrial Wildlife 

 Cumulative Effects 

 Accidents and Malfunctions 

 Sustainable Development 

 Significance 

 Nunavut Impact Review Process 

 Proposed Kiggavik Project  

 Radiation 

Once or twice during each open house the format changed to a public meeting with a short 
AREVA presentation on the DEIS, key DEIS findings and a request for community members to 
share with AREVA their views on the acceptability of potential effects. Community members 
were also asked to share with AREVA their views on how to minimize or lessen possible effects 
(i.e. mitigation) and monitoring priorities. 

Handout material available during the community information sessions included a summary of 
how an environmental assessment is conducted and questions to identify whether potential 
effects are acceptable and important community values in considering the determination of 
significance. The Popular Summary of the DEIS in English and Inuktitut was also available as a 
handout in addition to an open house survey/comment forms.    

Feedback provided during open house discussions, in the EA/significance work page and the 
open house comment forms are provided in Section 3 – Community Feedback.   
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3 COMMUNITY FEEDBACK 

3.1 QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 

During the Open Houses, the AREVA team discussed the project with Open House attendees.  
On at least one occasion at each open house, an open discussion was held with the group of 
attendees present.  Comments raised by attendees were documented by the AREVA team.  
The 328 comments recorded are provided in general categories in Table 3.1-1 and in combined 
categories as percentages in Figure 3.1-1.   

Two thirds of the comments made were in the areas of Project (21%), Benefits (18%), Human 
Environment (13%) and Communication/Engagement (12%).  The comment topics were 
combined from Table 3.1-1 for illustration in Figure 3.1-1 as follows: 

 Project – 68 comments (21%) 

 Project Description (54).    

 Project Phases – 14).   

 Benefits – 60 comments (18%) 

 Employment/ Training/Business (49) 

 Scholarship/ Donations (1) 

 Public Infrastructure and Services (6) 

 Taxes & Royalties (4) 

 Human Environment – 43 comments (13%) 

 Communication/ Engagement – 38 comments (12%) 

 Communication (9) 

 Community Engagement (24) 

 Community Relations (5) 

 Monitoring/ Risks/ Accidents (28 comments (9%) 

 Risks, Accidents/ Malfunctions (19) 

 Monitoring/ Management (9) 

 Nuclear (Uranium, Radiation) – 27 comments (8%) 

 Other Operations – 19 comments (6%) 

 EA/ Permitting – 16 comments (5%) 
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 EA Methodology (7) 

 EA Process (6) 

 Permitting Process (3) 

 Community Well-Being – 13 comments (4%) 

 Biophysical Environment – 12 comments (4%) 

 Biophysical Environment (8) 

 Ecosystem Integrity (4) 

 Other – 4 comments (1%) 

 Administration (4) 

 

 

Figure 3.1-2: Comments Recorded During Open Houses and Meetings   

 

Table 3.1-2: Questions Recorded During Open Houses and Meetings 

Biophysical Environment (8 comments) 

Caribou and the winter road: has there been any studies involving caribou during the winter months and 
how the road affects migration? 

Biophysical 
Environment, 4%

Human 
Environment, 

13%

Communication/ 
Engagement, 12%

Benefits 
(Employment, 

Training, 
Infrastructure), 18%

Community Well‐
being, 4%

Project (Description 
and Phases), 21%

Other Operations, 
6%

Monitoring/ Risks/ 
Accidents, 9%

EA/Permitting, 5%

Nuclear (Uranium, 
Radiation), 8%

Other, 1%



 

AREVA Resources Canada Inc. 
Kiggavik Project 
May 2013 

Page 3-3 
Kivalliq Community Information Sessions 2012 

Report 
Section 3 – Community Feedback

 

How are you doing with caribou calving grounds? 
How do you test the rocks, and how old are they? 
How much energy will be produced, and how much greenhouse gases will be offset? 
Concern that the water level is dropping and in 10 years may be too low. 
Are there lots of lakes near the site? 
Will the uranium go into the water and be dangerous for our kids and grandkids? 
Saw a Saskatchewan  elder in Baker Lake talk about deer and wildlife around the sites. 

Socioeconomics    (111 comments in 9 sub categories) 

Communication (9 comments) 

I don't know if I am for or against this project, but I know that I want people to be informed about the 
effects and not just supporting the project for employment. I don't want people to regret supporting this 
mine if there are effects on the environment. 
Is communication a problem – do some speak only French? 
I am interested in learning more about this project. 
Thank you for coming to give us information. I know you have tried to support, thank you for coming. 
No-one from the hamlet is here. I feel my comments made today will just disappear. When the hamlet 
goes to meetings, they do not report back to the community 
We are being impacted. There is no representative from KIA here, and when you want support from KIA, 
they were here earlier but there was no help. I am wondering if you are not saying the truth. 
I understand you're trying to give information and help and support our people. Thank you for coming to 
our communities to give information. 
Now that I have talked to you, I do not feel as afraid as before. 
I have never heard of this project. 

Community Engagement (24 comments) 

Anticipated more turnout at meeting (Repulse Bay). It may be good to do more advertising, or try different 
approaches to get better turnout. Announce draws if you want numbers, but you're not getting good 
engagement if people are not there for the project update, just there for prizes. 
It is important for you to visit schools and explain what careers are available. Clearly explain what jobs 
would be available at different stages of the project. 
Asked what is the best way to communicate with teenagers, Tina said some people don't like talking. 
Teenagers don't necessarily like Agnico disturbing the land and impacting caribou. Young people think 
water and pollution are destroying the land. 
People are more receptive to AREVA now because of all the consultation. People were less receptive 
earlier because there was no consultation for Rankin. 
Will you consider opening offices in places other than Baker Lake? 
Best months for meetings in Repulse are February and July. 
When will you be back in our community? (Repulse) 

It would be beneficial to have an office  in case there is an accident so we can get the supplies there. 
AREVA and Agnico both have offices in Baker Lake. It would be easier to get questions answered, and 
would increase understanding of the project. 

Are you presenting to other communities? Which ones? 
You will get more people if you give prizes like these away (20G or 40G gas ticket, blankets, household 
goods (coffeemakers etc.), tools. 
Please send us a flag to hang up in our community hall 
AREVA must be a big company to visit all seven Kivalliq communities. You must have lots of money! 
Your company is doing a great job providing information. Looking at the “review process” board, where 
are you at now? 
AREVA: Historical/Cultural considerations: when the mine in Rankin Inlet opened, there was no 
consultation until committees were formed. 
Have you talked to Baker Lake? 
Have you talked to hunters and trappers in the area, or just in Baker Lake? 
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Why are you here now? What is your Kivalliq tour? 
I will always bring my concerns. I am a member of the KIA - would like to see the uranium mine. When 
they first tried (maybe in the 1980s) I tried to deliver supplies but my truck broke down. 
Thank you for coming here to provide project information, God created the land, and we cannot control 
what happens. I support this project, there are lots of safety measures. We like caribou and wild meat, but 
younger people do not eat so much. I support this project because young people need employment - 
depression and suicide. 
We have lots of meetings with Agnico Eagle, Meliadine, AREVA and Cameco. The questions from 
Chesterfield are always the same. I hear the same concerns over and over again; I don't hear anything 
new. 
Do you get the same issues from elders in other communities? 
There are members who are not here. Can we discuss this at our regular meeting? 
Are there a lot of people/groups against mining? 
The people are avoiding AREVA because of uranium. Five years ago, people said stay away from 
AREVA because of uranium. Then they brought Aboriginals from Saskatchewan and that made people 
feel better.   

Community Relations (5 comments) 

If possible, have a HTO Board of Directors go to one of your mines to understand how operations are 
handled. Local people would understand something more from another local person. 

I went to site (Kiggavik) several years ago. It would be good to go there again with other members of the 
HTO. We visit AEM frequently. 
Can elders and students visit? 
A thank you from a lady who went back to her traditional living area where she grew up. The left the area 
because of starvation, to Baker Lake. She wanted to say thanks. 
They made us wear funny clothes and big boots. 

Community/ Individual Well-Being (12 comments) 

I am in support of the project, but worried about adverse effects. I'm worried that if more people move 
here, there will be more drinking and drugs. 

I have heard some negative effects on the people of Baker Lake from employment at Meadowbank 
(affairs, drug and alcohol problems). Do you think Kiggavik will have these effects? I guess it depends on 
the person. 
Concerned about the rotational work affecting people in the community. If people start families too young, 
it is difficult to go away to work. Shift work can be difficult. 
Mining companies mean alcohol problems in the town. My main concern is the water, but also increased 
use of alcohol. 
Sometimes with projects there is alcohol, and this is a problem for the town. There is an increase of 
alcohol when mines open. 
I used to be chair of the CLC. I hear that alcohol is a problem in Baker Lake. We have meetings to try to 
identify problems, then maybe try to solve them. We should try to solve this problem. 
Although I have no education, although I have been in some communities, I'm glad I've been asked to 
help out Inuit with these meetings (CLC). I keep hearing about alcohol problems in the communities. I'm 
glad it's being discussed, and I want this to be addressed as well. 
The mine will help the community, but some money goes to drugs and alcohol. 
There are more caribou being taken and the town is growing, and there are many community feasts.  
There are feasts with caribou all the time. There were caribou feasts the last four weekends in a row, for 
weddings. 
I support this project because the young people need money. They need to pay rent, and their cost of 
living is high. 
Otherwise (apart from barge monitors) he is quite supportive of the project - thinks it is good for Nunavut. 
When will the mine open? Where is it location? 
I think these companies come to Nunavut, make lots of money and leave. 
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Culture/ Tradition (1 comment) 

People are worried about too much growth here, and too many people moving here. They are very 
traditional people, more worried about the change. 

Employment/ Training/ Business (49 comments) 

I am part of the largely silent majority that supports this project. We think it will be good for the local 
economy. 
I don't know if this is the right question or not, but I will ask it. The water in Chesterfield is used a lot, and 
we would like to see employment opportunities. Ships go by here, so we want opportunities - even an 
office. There is no other way to get supplies up, and there is no other person to take care of accidents. 
Agnico and AREVA both have offices in Baker Lake, but none in Chesterfield. This would help the people 
because it's easier to go to someone to get answers. If this is approved, you should consider an office 
here. 
Talk to local SAO to get recommendations on who to hire for liaison roles/presence in the hamlet office.  
Meadowbank did not get advice when they hired a hamlet liaison, and the person did not work out. 
Contract was terminated. 
Mining is the main driver of employment in the north. Mentioned NIRB and its work. 
What are the economic and infrastructure benefits? Baseball diamonds, rundown buildings, etc.? 
The water in Chesterfield is used a lot and we would like to see employment opportunities here (even an 
office).  
I would like to see local businesses get more business. When would employment or business start? 
Will hamlet companies be able to bid on work? 
I'd like to start my own company with two drills. Have to borrow $1 million. 
(If you're shipping by air) I'm disappointed; I wanted to start a shipping company. 
That's disappointing (flying it out), as I hoped there would be a shipping company started. 
When will you be hiring? 
I want a job. When will you hire? 
That’s a long time! 
Will there be jobs, and for how long? What kinds of jobs? 
Wondering about job opportunities with start of activities 
Will jobs be open for everybody? 
What age do you have to be to work at the mine? 
What jobs are there at the mines where you work outdoors? 
How do I apply for seasonal work? 
How many hours did you work at AREVA? 
Will you  hire people to work in each community (community liaison officer) - someone who doesn't work 
on a rotational schedule? A rotational schedule will not suit my life. 
My husband was hired by Martin Gerbauer for wildlife monitoring for Agnico and other companies. I 
wanted to let everyone know he has a good company, he hires Inuit people. 
I heard Kiggavik is on Inuit land, which is good. But Inuit are not educated enough to get many jobs (more 
than driver jobs). Many jobs are not open to Inuit. I heard Meadowbank has many Quebec workers; will 
that be the same for Kiggavik? I don't think it will help local employment.  Taxes and royalties are good, 
but we need jobs. Can you talk about employment opportunities, because there are not many for 
untrained people. 
I'm happy about the project, but worried about local employment and opportunities for local people. If you 
are going to be like Meadowbank and hire southerners, I am concerned about this. 
Qualified people may come to apply for jobs. 
I worked at Meadowbank and I had to pay for my own flights to site. This was one of the reasons why I 
quit. Would this happen at Kiggavik? 
Education - this is really important. The kids need to get Grade 12 and beyond. I am worried that people 
from Nunavut will not be getting good jobs at the mine. Will they be qualified? There is lots of youth 
unemployment. 
The elders who had no education were very good at their work. If you look at grade levels, it discourages 
young people. Please keep this in mind.  We do want our young people to graduate, but there are some 
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working at Meadowbank who have lower education.  I want to suggest you look at all, not just high-grade 
people. Example of non-Inuits who had a spill. 
Since Meadowbank started (and is now running): if AREVA starts its project and there are spills, the 
trained employees (we heard) did not do their jobs very well, and Inuit people with less education have 
worked hard. You will probably hire graduates with high grades. High education does not always help.  
But we have a mechanic in Chester who is very good but has no education. If you could support young 
people with lower grades and train them, it will help our people. 
How many jobs would this mine have? 
How many jobs need high school? 
People need training programs, and need to take them; some don't want to take them. 
Will there be training, like for haul trucks? 
Arviat has a drilling training program and now have 50-70 people at Meadowbank. 
When you had seasonal work this summer, was it successful? 
 If there is to be employment in Nunavut, wanted to say thank you. 
Youth employment - will you hire from Kivalliq? (My granddaughter applied at Meadowbank). 
We have no opportunities for youth compared to other communities. 
Is it a two-week schedule? 
What are the starting salaries? What training is available? What are the hours/shifts? 
What kind of training do you provide - I am interested in taking massage therapy and maybe working at 
your mine. 
Do you ask workers if they feel tired or stressed? Do you conduct surveys on this topic? 
I like this project. But will there really be jobs for people in Nunavut? Will we have the skills to be hired? 
Said his dad lived in the Kiggavik area. He used to go with his dad (Basil) when he guided AREVA people 
at the site. 
As HTO members, we get an honorarium for our meetings. Do we get an honorarium for our meeting? 
There is a consultant, Martin Gerbauer, and I want you to know he is good because he hires local people. 
One of my children was hired as a wildlife monitor. The work was seasonal, and he was told there was no 
more work. 
Thank you if there is a big turnout for employment. 

Scholarships/ Donations (1 comment) 

What kind of donations do you give? My adult volleyball team asked Meadowbank for help to go to the 
Iqaluit tournament, but were told no. Our communities need money for sports, to keep people away from 
drugs. Sports donations are more important than money for cultural programs to keep the young people 
busy. I learned about the IIBA and NIRB processes. I can't get a job at Meadowbank. They never get 
back to me. 

Public Infrastructure and Services (6 comments) 

Nice to hear, but if it's not set up by the government in writing, it will not happen. 
What are the economics of infrastructure opportunities? 
I want to see infrastructure in Chesterfield to support the Kiggavik project. 
Do you have a draft agreement for Chesterfield to benefit economically from Kiggavik? (I.e. a deep-sea 
port, or a cargo storage area?) For 30 vessels a year for approximately 20 years, what do we get from 
this shipping, in addition to training, scholarships and royalties? 
Royalties and all the other things you talk of, we have a plan for how Chesterfield can work with AREVA, 
local businesses etc., to ensure Chesterfield can benefit. Outside of training and jobs, how can 
Chesterfield benefit? There should be a plan and to coordinate with AREVA for infrastructure 
The Nunavut Government is cutting back on budget. The RM boundary is too small (3 km x 6 km); there 
is no road on RM territory that goes inland.  We need a road to the gravel site, they hope the Nunavut 
Government pays for this. 

Taxes/ Royalties (4 comments) 

It will not benefit Chesterfield, because benefits and royalties will go to KIA. If open for 20 years, this will 
not benefit the community. 
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When will you (pay taxes and royalties)? 
Will this benefit Chesterfield, because the royalties will go to the KIA, not to the communities. But the 
animals that we live on will be disturbed for 20 years. 
When will you start to pay taxes? 

Human Environment   (43 comments) 

Caribou migration: Sometimes young people say the caribou are going extinct, maybe something to do 
with the mines. But I don't agree. The elders say caribou have always changed their migration routes. 
They will eat lichen along one route and won't use it again until lichen is back. 
As Inuit's knowledge, the caribou start heading (south) in September. 
Mines affect the caribou population; since the gold mine was open, the caribou have left the area. 
Was there wildlife in the Kiggavik area? Did you see caribou? We hardly saw caribou around, so that is 
why I was asking (less than 100). 
With food prices high here, will the project stop when the caribou cross? We have not seen caribou for a 
while now, and we want to know where they are. 
When the population is growing, or there are transient people, there will be an impact on the population of 
the caribou. 
Some of the place names are wrong on the IQ maps on the wall. Please correct these. 
There are some names on your map (Baker IQ) that are not the traditional names, and it would be 
important to get it right because we want the young people to know the traditional names. 
Will the berries and animals be protected if your mine goes ahead? 
Interested in Ferguson Lake because I grew up there. 
The elders really want to protect the wildlife, we will hear this.  I've been trying to tell them that we can't 
rely on hunting any more. 
Are there fish in Andrew Lake? 
Mining operations from Meadowbank had made fishing more difficult. 
Do people fish there? 
The mine in Rankin means we cannot pick the mussels/harvest to (send) out. 
I don't want this to contaminate the water, soil, plants and have my babies get cancer. 
Can't wait to see this project start. 3 cabins identified on the IQ map (the one by Judge Sissons with grave 
sites). 

We know that you will be disturbing mammals in the waters, and we have to have a plan and a way to 
express our concerns. We have been touched by Agnico, and as a hunter, we have already seen 
disturbances. At Agnico they are still finding gold and passing through Chester, and they will go for more 
years. 
The underwater mammals can hear from very far away. 

I guess there are walrus present? 
Did you get information on when belugas arrive? 
Archaeological sites, but also non-historical items from hunters that are marked by exploration companies 
All areas of the lands are used for hunting. Now we can travel farther with machines. 
Worried about my land and homeland. 
Nunavut is very different than Saskatchewan. The winds and snow and tundra are all different. 

Where there is exploration, there is a lot of caribou. 
What will you do to protect workers' health? At Meadowbank, they had an issue with asbestos, and 
management seems slow to do anything. They ended up conducting more dust suppression. 
Qablunaat ways of studying is very different than Inuit ways. 
Go to another country. It is dangerous and contaminates the plants and animals. 
We have been impacted. There is no KIA representative here. We're wondering if you're not saying the 
truth. 
We heard there is asbestos at Meadowbank - will there be asbestos at Kiggavik? 
Always have an elder when doing  studies or monitoring. 
Ensure you know which herd you observe - there is Beverly & Kaminuriak herd. 
The direction where the caribou herd are going and the calving grounds. 
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Wait for the leaders of the herd to pass. Be sensitive to the route the caribou use. 
Caribou, fish and birds usually stay around this area. Have a wildlife officer or biologist be accompanied 
by an Inuk, especially an elder. 
Would you operate during blizzards? Would you have safety structures along the road? 
What if you have asthma? Would there be a lot of dust? 
I've been a driller's helper at Committee Bay. One of the other drillers said he worked at a uranium 
project; I told him it was uranium and he said he can't have babies now. 
Is it hazardous to mine? 
Traditionally, there are a lot of rivers where fish run. We do not pitch tents near the river so as not to 
disturb  the fish. 
Helicopter traffic influenced the caribou population near Baker Lake. Helicopters are very noisy every day 
in spring and summer. 
We hunt everywhere. National parks have some restrictions. Elders say not to damage old Inuit sites . 

Ecosystem Integrity  (4 comments) 

I am mostly concerned about caribou. Will there be cumulative effects with Meliadine? 
Are you working with BQCMB? 
What are the interactions with Meadowbank (in relation to shipping and effects on marine wildlife)? 
Since the gold mine opened, there is a lot of traffic of barges. The fish are not there any more because of 
the traffic. 
 

Other Operations   (19 comments) 

How many uranium mine sites are there in Saskatchewan? 
Another mine (diamond, called Shear) was operating but shut down because of low diamond prices  
Meliadine was here recently; the message was not all that positive. 
I liked the two-week schedule at Meadowbank, but didn't want to stay because there were not enough 
phones available to call home. Diavik had a phone in every room, and a bathroom. You should provide a 
phone in every room. Communication was bad at Meadowbank - too many languages (French, English, 
Inuktitut) 
I have worked at Meadowbank. Reasons to leave: poor communication (French); have to overnight in 
Rankin on your own; spend time with girlfriend and family. 
Used to take country food to Meadowbank. 
Meadowbank was supposed to provide jobs. But even though they employ people, the project may not 
last. 
Funeral in town for young man lost to suicide. Asked if the town was different before and after 
Meadowbank, she mentioned that many fewer people were on welfare, and they are able to buy things 
they could not before.  Mentions worry that Meadowbank dug a hole so deep they could never fill it. 
Quite a few people were at Meadowbank before, but some returned because they did not like it. 
When the gold mine opened three years ago, the students left school without completing their degree. 
In Rankin, when money came, people started drinking. 
More liquor with Meadowbank. 
How many other projects are going on in Kivalliq now? 
Uranium exploration companies identified on their maps that there is a small area of “Inuit-owned” land. 
Is this a picture of one of your mines? 
I read in the paper about asbestos in a mine. What is this about? 
Questions about asbestos at Meadowbank and whether it is cancer-causing 
Before Meadowbank opened, I went hunting there. It has changed a lot of the last few years. 
Expressed concerns about mining in general. She noted that the Agnico-Eagle operation had affected 
caribou hunting due to low-flying helicopters. 

EA Methodology (7 comments) 

I can't speak to the environmental aspects of your project. I feel I am too young to really understand them. 
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You described significance - I can see how, given and extreme example, you are accounting for various 
aspects of the effect. 
Has there been any effect on wildlife in Saskatchewan? We should have a biologist so we know for sure 
the effects are Ok. 
We might want to see your consultants (e.g.. Martin Gerbauer) at these meetings so we can learn what 
they're doing. 
The noise level in water in relation to marine mammals -a walrus will hear a rifle shot while underwater. 
Will the noise you mention from shipping protect marine mammals? We are seeing shipping from 
Meadowbank, and it may be disturbing marine wildlife. 
Will the impacts be big on the environment during operation? 
I understand the “reversibility” part of significance determination. (Photo of Cluff mill site during 
operations, decommissioning and post-decommissioning) 

Project Phase  (14 comments) 

Do you have any people for exploration? 
How much did you drill in 2012? 
When did you start drilling? 
Do you fly drills? 
There is exploration being considered near Arviat. Is that AREVA? 
After closing, will aboriginals be able to use the land? 
The pictures of Saskatchewan (Cluff) look cleaned up. 
At Saskatchewan I saw a tree growing where the hole used to be. 
What do you do once you are done mining? 
How is the site left? 
What happens when you are done - do you fill in your open pits? 
How do we know you will clean up the site like you promise to? 

When will the project start? I haul gravel for   Meadowbank, but I want to work for AREVA when it starts.   
How long will it operate? 

That AREVA person said your company will get better and better at decommissioning. Do you have facts 
and information on your decommissioning? 
 

Monitoring/ Management (9 comments) 

Will you have wildlife monitors in place when mining? 
I worked with drillers before, and I want elders to know that when caribou has come before, the drillers 
have come to a halt. He has seen this himself. 
What is the result of the quality of vegetation regrowth at Cluff Lake? 
It might be good to bring consultants to these meetings to describe the work they do, so we know what 
kind of monitoring is happening. 
Identify what might be dangerous t wildlife and the public. Report all studies, monitors undertaken. 
Are there people monitoring the environment and radiation every day? 
Will you hire someone to ensure wildlife is not disturbed on the road? Many elders have asked me this, so 
I want to ask the question and know if someone will be hired full-time to make sure caribou are not 
disturbed on the road 
Will there be a wildlife monitor for the road to watch for caribou? 
Agnico used to have monitors on the barges - would like to see that for us so Baker Lake supplies used 
as well. 
 

Project Description   (54 comments) 

Is there not already a mine near Baker Lake? What are you looking for? 
When will the mine start? Does this have anything to do with Agnico Eagle? 
People didn't know about tailings in the old days. 
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How do you prevent caribou on site during mining? 
Will you be using heavy equipment? When will the project start? 
What happens in the pits? Is there a gate? 
Is what goes in the haul trucks fine dust or chunks? Where is the fine dust? 
Would you operate 24 hours a day 7 days a week? 
Are these two different mines? (looking at posters of Kiggavik and Sissons sites) 
Will the mine be open for less than 10 years? 
With milling, is dust safe for people? 
Why drain the lake? I'm beginning to think that's an admission by AREVA that it is dangerous. 
How long will the mine operate? 
When will the mine open? 
How many pits? 
Where is this mine going to be located? 
How long would this project run? 
If we are approved, how would you feel about having a committee consisting of Inuit and Kablunak to do 
HR? 
When will work start? 
Would we have to stay overnight at our own expense travelling to and from work? 
How will you ship the yellowcake? 
I was against shipping yellowcake by airplane because they could blast or the plane crashed. Because 
they have thick containers, I supported shipping by barge. 
We know the access road and the route for the ship or barge.  Have you considered locating the barge in 
a different area - it seems too narrow for a dock area where you have proposed it.  Could you not put it 
closer to Chesterfield Inlet? I think it should be there. 
Concern about the shipping route, too narrow? 
South side vs. north side barge: south side really narrow (no barge); north side wide, barge can go.  Two 
channels, but only one can be used? 
The barge offloading area, with the number of containers there, there could be a lot of stealing of 
material. We should be careful on what could happen there. 
For shipping: reduce the number of trips per year; increase the load on each shipment. 
I would like to ask, as you said earlier, that you will control the speed limits. As a company, how will you 
control speed limits? 
How do you get the uranium? How do you know where the uranium is? 
When Kiggavik opens, there will be many barges with all the mining activity. 
You were planning to ship yellowcake by barge, and I was very worried about that. But Chester, baker 
and Rankin debated this issue, and I suggested it go by barge. Yellowcake is in thick shields, so I wanted 
barge. I was against it being shipped by plane because of it dropped, it could blast. Because of the thick 
containers, I preferred the barge. 
There will be a lot of barges to get the supplies there. How much traffic will there be? 
How will you control the speed limits? 
How would the vessels avoid the whales? Sometimes whales come after our propeller. 
How many vessels a year? Will the vessels come from Churchill or elsewhere? 
Suggestion to drive product as far as possible past the fresh water, as driving safer than barging in the 
narrows. 
8-9 years ago in Baker Lake, I noticed that when I looked at the lake, the water levels was much lower.  It 
was dry where so much water was before, If there is less water there, you will have to build a road to 
move the material. It might be cheaper to build right now. 
We want the road 
You still have two all-season road options. You need to update your maps so you don't confuse people. 
We see the Meadowbank road being used every day to deliver stuff, and so I know you will need an all-
season road too because your mine is much bigger than Meadowbank. 
There are at least 40 ATVs some days on the Meadowbank road. Likely more (caribou) are taken 
because of the ease. If you are going to taper the road to make it easier for caribou to cross, you have to 
do that all the way, because caribou travel everywhere. 
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When are you going to start building a road? Are you going ahead with an all-season road? Winter roads 
are important 
If you open the mine, will you build a bridge/tunnel? Would you build a road to Rankin? 
Road - example of direction for permanent road. Are you putting in a permanent road? 
Three routes for the road: I think it is important to decide now, because the hunters will provide lots of 
information on caribou movement. You should decide now on the road option. The poster on the all is out 
of date - it shows a south all-season road. 
Will you produce the final uranium at your site? 
How much uranium would be mined, and for how long? 
How will uranium be moved? 
What is clean and special waste rock? 
What happens to waste? 
What is “clean waste rock”? 
What would happen if a lake goes into the pit? 
Are there lakes under the waste rock? 
If the project proceeds, there is a river that flows to the Baker Lake area. The project has small ponds 
around it. My concerns are with the water treatment around the area, and how the lakes and ponds are 
treated and assessed. 

Risks, Accidents and Malfunctions (19 comments) 

What if there was an earthquake at the time you were mining? 
What about the risk of a diesel spill? 
You should have a shield in place in Chesterfield that contains oil spills (booms). 
There should be a shield in Chesterfield if there is an oil spill. There will be a lot of traffic and there is a 
very narrow area, and it can be dangerous. 
Rankin, Baker all have these booms but we do not. Thank you, I wanted to talk about this. 
Booms - do you know if these work well in the north?    
What would AREVA do if there was an oil spill in our inlet? Would there be training on how to use 
equipment? 
What are the effects when a barrel breaks, to the land and animals? 
What would happen if a plane of uranium crashed? 
People in the community need to know that they are not responsible if something terrible happens, like 
Fukushima - example - discussion on impacts of dust. 
There have been big spills in B.C. and Florida. What do we have in place if we have a spill during 
shipment in such a harsh environment? 
What about the spills, like in B.C. - our climate and conditions are more severe than B.C. 
What would happen if you had a spill of uranium in the water? How much damage would be done? 
This is a hard environment for spills. How will you look after that? 
If there is an oil spill, there is no way to clean up the spill and it could get everywhere. There is nothing to 
protect (us). I have never seen a shield, and I would like to see the instruments here. 
This is a hard environment for spills. How will you look after that? 
How strict will we be in protecting caribou ? Caribou might stop on the road and not care. None this year 
at Kazan Lake. 
Marine shipping - oil spills: if there is an oil spill, a shield (instrument to contain oil spills, such as a boom) 
should be in place near Chesterfield. There are lots of marine traffic and a narrow inlet. 
I am opposed to air transport of yellowcake, because shipping is safer with thick containers. A plane 
crash of yellowcake would explode over places like Rankin and kill everyone. 
 

Nuclear (27 comments) 

On one poster there is something about radiation. I want to learn more about it. 
Does everyone wear the radiation monitors? 
How much radiation is there? 
What could happen if you don't do radiation protection? Explain the meters - what do they do? 
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What does uranium exposure do? 
What does background radiation come from? 
What are alpha, beta and gamma radiation? 
What is a dangerous number on the gadgets that would cause you to get sick? 
What is a dangerous amount of radiation? 
Do these particles burst into flame? 
This is going to be like that movie Erin Brockovich is it? I heard uranium is very strong. 
Uranium goes in the air, and it is dangerous for the community. 
How many uranium mines are in the world? 
What is it used for? You might be a special agent using uranium for bombs. 
What is this used for? Will it be making bombs?      
Will (the uranium) be used for bombs? 
How do you control who it is sold to? 
What will be used with uranium pulled from the ground? 
What is depleted uranium? 
Can you tell us about uranium? 
How do they make sure the uranium gets to the right spot? 
What do they do with the spent fuel? Are they burying it in Saskatchewan? 
In 1986 there was Chernobyl. Radionuclides from those reactors have been found in Nunavut. 
1986 Chernobyl: radiation particles still flowing. Is there a lot of radiation here? 
Chernobyl in 1986 - radioactive particles found far away. Did any come to Canada? 
Are you familiar with what happened in India? 
I support your project, but also would like it if we could process the product in Canada (enrichment, 
processing). For many products in Canada, we don't create the final product 

EA Process (6 comments) 

Where is this project in the review process? Are you already operating this mine? 
Curious about how and when the CNSC process starts, and how it will proceed along with the NIRB 
process. 
Is this your final EIS? Where are you in the process? 
How long to finish this process to get approved? 
When I see a box that shows the Minister makes a decision, I think the Minister will have a heavy weight 
on his shoulders. 
Mary River went through the process really fast. It was the summer, and they got the approval. Will you 
be that fast? 

Permitting Process (3 comments) 

I am not worried about the environment because I know the Canadian government has rules and 
regulations.  It is not like developments in other countries where there are no rules. The environment is 
protected in Canada. 
Who will give the permits? 
We feel we have no power to approve (people of the community) - all of this approval power is with NIRB.  
Even if the people don't approve it, it may go ahead if NIRB says. 

Administration (4 comments) 

AREVA works all over the world. Anything on land claims - any disputes? 
Has AREVA been challenged by land claims anywhere in the world? 
I know you have a proposal to the federal minister, and the minister of AANDC.  Are you aware of the NV 
surface rights tribunal? I am remembering everything, and will be having another hearing 
Companies just want money. Where are your headquarters? 
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3.2 SIGNIFICANCE DETERMINATION  

AREVA wanted to obtain feedback on the acceptability of potential effects assessed for the 
Kiggavik Project and suggestions from the communities on how to minimize effects and monitor 
effects throughout the project life to make sure the project continued to operate as predicted in 
the environmental assessment. This topic was discussed throughout open houses and in 
separate meetings as detailed in section 2.3. Numerous community members took significance 
work sheet pages from the events but only five were returned with comments.  Some of the 
discussion with the groups pertained to other aspects of the project and comments are included 
in the comments in Section 3.1.  

The Significance Worksheet shown in Appendix C formed the basis of the discussion which was 
as follows.  The knowledge gained through scientific studies, community consultation and the 
gathering of local IQ of the land and people providing a baseline of current conditions.  With the 
addition of operating plans we are provided with the ability to evaluate the various ways the 
project could interact with the environment and its people.   Sometimes different approaches 
can completely remove the potential effect of a project on the environment.  The remaining 
potential effects after improvements are called residual effects. Effects were carefully evaluated 
to determine how significant they could be. To determine significance, we considered direction, 
magnitude, geographic extent, frequency, duration, reversibility and ecological or 
socioeconomic effect.  Standards, guideline and regulatory requirements were used to 
determine acceptable levels of change in addition to resource management objectives, scientific 
literature and ecosystem function and integrity. 

Specific questions asked were as follows. Written responses are recorded in italics following the 
question: 

Are there historical or cultural considerations that could influence significance? 

 Always have an elder when doing studies or monitoring. 

 The direction caribou herd are going, and the calving grounds. 
 

Do you have an IQ on environmental sensitivities we should consider? 

 What are the effects to the land and animals when a barrel breaks? 
 Helicopters are very noisy every day in spring and summer. 
 Qablunaat ways of studying is very different than Inuit ways 

 Wait for the leaders of the herd to pass. Be sensitive to the route the caribou use. 
 As Inuit’s knowledge, the caribou start heading south in September. 

 

What do you want AREVA to know when we are evaluating significance? 
 If possible, have a HTO director go to one of your mines to understand how operations are 

handled. Then local people would understand something more from another local person. 

 Shipping routes 
 Studies of fish 
 Studies of caribou 



 

AREVA Resources Canada Inc. 
Kiggavik Project 
May 2013 

Page 3-14 
Kivalliq Community Information Sessions 2012 

Report 
Section 3 – Community Feedback

 

 Identify what might be dangerous to wildlife and public. Report all studies monitors have 
undertaken. 

 Who would keep an eye on the workers (to see) if they are following the rules? 
 

What mitigation measures or monitoring do you think we should consider? 

 Studies of caribou – ensure you know which herd you observe – there is Beverly and Kamanuriak 
herd. 

 Caribou fish and birds usually stay around this area. Have a wildlife officer or biologist be 

accompanied by an Inuk, especially an elder. 
 

The significance poster and focused discussions at open houses and meetings in Kivalliq communities 

and at meetings with Baker Lake Elders and Hunters and Trappers Organizations in Chesterfield Inlet 
and Rankin Inlet brought the concept of significance and how it was determined in the Kiggavik Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement to an audience of more than 100 Kivallimiut.     

3.3 OPEN HOUSE COMMENT FORMS 

Participants were invited to fill out a comment form before leaving the open house.  The form is 
shown in Appendix C.   A total of 65 participants completed the comment forms. Results are 
summarized below.  

1.  Did you learn something new about the Kiggavik Project? 

Sixty four responses were recorded. 

Yes:  91% (58) No:  9% (6) 

2.  How satisfied are you with this project so far? 

 (1 = Not satisfied 5 = Very Satisfied) 

This question was answered by 61 of the 65 comment forms.  Results are shown in Table 3.3-1 
and Figure 3.3-1. 

Table 3.3-1: Satisfaction with the project so far by community 

 Baker 
Lake 

Coral 
Harbour 

Repulse 
Bay 

Chesterfield 
Inlet 

Rankin 
Inlet 

Arviat Whale 
Cove 

TOTAL 

1 (Not satisfied) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (0%) 

2 2 0 1 3 0 1 0 7 (11%) 

3 3 0 5 3 1 1 6 19 (31%) 

4 1 1 3 3 0 0 3 11 (18%) 

5 (Very Satisfied) 4 3 1 2 1 5 8 24 (39%) 

TOTAL 
RESPONDENTS 

10 4 10 11 2 7 17 61 

One comment: Keep it up! 
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Figure 3.3-1:  Overall satisfaction with the project so far 

 

3.  What was the most interesting part of the information session? 

Participants were asked to select their preference for information sharing used at the open house and 

could select multiple options. Fifty of the comment forms contained 70 responses.  Of these, 43% (30) of 
responses preferred speaking to the AREVA team; 33% (23) enjoyed the posters and handouts; and, 
24% (17) appreciated the presentation.  This is shown in Table 3.3-2 and Figure 3.3-2. 

Table 3.3-2: Participant Responses by Community Regarding Most Interesting Way to 
Present Information 

 Arviat Baker 
Lake 

Chesterfield 
Inlet 

Coral 
Harbour 

Rankin 
Inlet 

Repulse 
Bay 

Whale 
Cove 

TOTAL 

AREVA team 2 2 8 2 1 8 7 30 (43%) 

Posters and 
Handouts 

2 4 5 1 1 4 6 23 (33%) 

Presentation 4 2 3 0 0 0 8 17 (24%) 

Total Responses 8 8 16 3 2 12 21 70 

1	(Not	
Satisfied)	,	0

2,	11%

3,	31%

4,	18%

5	(Very	
Satisfied),	39%
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Figure 3.3-2: Percentage of Participant Responses as the Most Interesting Way to 
Present Information at an Open House 

 

4.  Did we answer all of your questions? 

Fifty-three of the 65 comment forms answered this question.  Of these, 

 Yes:  48 (91%)  No:  5 (9%)  

5.  If you answered no, what questions would you like answered? 

The following seven comments were provided: 

 How do we look to be hired, or what courses to take for jobs. 

 Yes.  Please answer the person. 

 I would like some clear answers about the contaminants/ dangerous uranium/radiation 
(translated from syllabics) 

 What are the environmental and health impacts from uranium mining? Will this have a 
great effect on marine mammals and lakes? 

 Lots of work to do.  But behaviour in camp. 

 No questions  

 I think so.  I don't know. 

AREVA	Team
43%

Posters	and	
Handouts
33%

Presentation
24%
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6. What would you like to receive more information on? 

Table 3.3-3: Participant responses to what they would like to receive more information 
on 

Topic Arviat 
Baker 
Lake 

Chesterfield 
Inlet 

Coral 
Harbour 

Rankin 
Inlet 

Repulse 
Bay 

Whale 
Cove 

TOTAL 

Radiation 
Protection 

6 7 11 3 2 9 10 48 

Uranium Mining 5 6 8 2 2 9 14 45 

Regulatory 
Process 

7 6 7 2 2 7 16 47 

Significance 5 6 9 1 2 6 15 44 

Environmental 
Protection 

5 5 10 3 2 8 16 49 

Economic 
Opportunities 

7 5 11 3 2 7 16 51 

Other (see 
below list) 

4 4 7 1 1 1 7 25 

 

Requests for other information (8 of the 25 “other” provided requests): 

 It is good there will be jobs. We would like to see 30-50% Inuit employment. 

 More explanation of everything, and elders; lots of people need to work. 

 We seem to meet together last minute. 

 Jobs 

 There are some misunderstandings about the monitoring of wildlife and the studies that 
Gebauer is doing with AREVA, AEM and COGEMA (sic). 

 Environmental and health issues of uranium mining, including for land animals, plants, 
marine mammals, fish and lakes. 

 Economic opportunities in the future. 

 Training 

7.  How would you like AREVA to communicate with you? 

Forty-six comments were recorded for this question from the 65 comment forms completed.  
Most of the comments preferred meetings, public meetings and Open Houses as means to 
communicate.  

The following comments were recorded on the comment forms: 
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 Meetings are good. 

 Meetings are the best way to communicate with the community 

 Meetings with your group (2 comments) 

 Meetings with groups of general public; handouts going to schools. 

 Hire local translators; different words were hard to understand.  

 Inform the community days before arrival. 

 I would like AREVA to communicate through Open Houses 

 You are welcome  

 You guys could communicate with the communities more often and get actual feedback. 

 Please announce the meetings on the radio. Elders need to know. Thank You. 

 It is great to see an open house. I would like to see more when the mine is opening. 

 Very good (2 comments). 

 I would like to meet with other people with AREVA. 

 Open houses. (14 comments) 

 Open house; email; local radio when everyone is listening, with translator. 

 Open houses, handouts, radio shows. 

 Open houses; meetings with groups; blog 

 Hold public meetings  

 Open Houses, handouts, phone, email 

 Open houses, meetings with groups (2 comments). 

 Open House and meetings and handouts  

 Handouts better for me  

 Noisy 

 Through general/ open house meetings; I would like more information from your groups. 
Translated from syllabics) 

 Through Inuit general meetings; NIRB /ARC hearings that we want more information 
(translated from syllabics) 

 We want to hear more through documentations and through meetings (translated from 
syllabics). 

 Yes, we would like to hear more information (translated from syllabics) 

 All above (2 comments) 

 Yes communicate with you open house in future  
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4 NEXT STEPS 

Public participation and information sharing  is an ongoing process, and AREVA will continue to 
hold liaison committee meetings, workshops, public information sessions and presentations to 
community councils, HTOs and other interested groups throughout the environmental 
assessment and future project phases. Project information is always available from the Baker 
Lake AREVA office, the AREVA website, and public registries. 

AREVA representatives will continue to visit communities in the Kivalliq region to provide project 
information, elicit comments, and listen to concerns from the people of the region. 

The information gathered in this Kivalliq Community Information Sessions 2012 Report along 
with the other engagement data gathered since the Kiggavik Draft Environment Impact 
Statement was written will be combined with previous data and included in the Kiggavik Final 
Environmental Impact Statement. 
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A-1. INVITATIONS 

Letters of invitation were sent to mayors and Hunter and Trapper Organizations (HTOs) in each 
community, as well as to the Kivalliq Inuit Association (KIA), the Nunavut Impact Review Board 
(NIRB), the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC), and Aboriginal Affairs and Northern 
Development Canada (AANDC). CNSC attended at Baker Lake.  Local KIA Community Liaison 
Officers (CLOs) attended most events. The Government of Nunavut (GN) and KIA attended at 
Rankin Inlet.  Following is a list of the invitation letters that were sent: 

Hunters and Trappers Organizations (HTOs)  

 Arviat: Mr. Alex Ishalook, Chair; Ms. Leah Muckpah, Manager 
 Baker Lake:  Mr. Thomas Elytook, Chair; Ms. Joan Scoyyes, Manager 
 Chesterfield Inlet: Mr. Tony Amauyok, Chair, Ms. Mary-Ann Issaluk, Manager. 
 Coral Harbour: Mr. Noah Kadlak, Chair; Mr. Noah Makalook, Manager 
 Rankin Inlet: Mr. Jack Kabvitok, Chair; Mr. Norman Ford, Manager 
 Repulse Bay: Mr. Michel Akkuardjuk, Chair; Ms. May-Lain Bruce, Manager 
 Whale Cove: Mr. Stanley Adjuk, Chair; Ms. Lisa Jones, Manager. 

Mayors and Hamlets, Elders 

 Arviat: Mayor Bob Leonard 
 Baker Lake: Mayor David Aksawnee 
 Baker Lake Elders: Ms. Winnie Owingayak 
 Chesterfield Inlet: Mayor Harry Aggark 
 Coral Harbour: Mayor Jerry Paniyuk 
 Rankin Inlet: Mayor Pujuut Kusagak 
 Repulse Bay: Mayor Hugh Haqpi 
 Whale Cove: Mayor Percy Kabloona 

Government Organizations 

Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada (AANDC): Ms. Karen Costello, Acting 
Director, Resource Management; Ms. Margaux Brisco, Manager, Environment. 

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC): Mr. Denis Schryer, Project Officer; Mr. Jean 
LeClair, Director, Uranium Mines and Mills Division. 

Nunavut Impact review Board (NIRB): Ms. Sophia Granchinho; Ms. Amanda Hanson 

Government of Nunavut: Mr. Pauloosie Suvega, ADM Economic Development & 
Transportation; Mr. Jean Daniel Blouin, Territorial Environmental Assessment 
Coordinator; Ms. Dianne Lapierre, Manager, Environmental Assessment and 
Regulation, Economic Development and Transportation. 

Kivalliq Inuit Association (KIA): Mr. Luis Manzo, Director of Lands. 
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A-2. PRINT MEDIA/ RADIO ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

This advertisement/poster was in Kivalliq News on October 24 and 31 and November 7.  It was 
also posted prominently in several locations in each community.  The poster was also used as 
the basis for announcements on local radio in each of the seven communities. 
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Figure B.1-1  Display Panel – Aquatics. English (above), Inuktitut (below) 
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Figure B.1-2  Display Panel – Atmosphere. English (above), Inuktitut (below) 
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Figure B.1-3   Display Panel – Marine. English (above), Inuktitut (Below) 
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Figure B.1-4  Display Panel – Human Health. English (above), Inuktitut (below) 
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Figure B.1-5   Display Panel: Socioeconomics. English (above), Inuktitut (below) 
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Figure B.1-6  Display Panel: Terrestrial Effects. English (above), Inuktitut (below). 
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Figure B.1-7   Display Panel: Terrestrial Wildlife. English (above), Inuktitut (below) 
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Figure B.1-8   Display Panel: Cumulative Effects 

 

Figure B.1-9  Display Panel: Accidents 
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Figure B.1-10   Display Panel: Sustainable Development 

 

Figure B.1-11  Display Panel: Significance 
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Figure B.1-13  Display Panel: Nunavut Impact Review Process

 

Figure B.1-14  Display Panel: Proposed Kiggavik Project 
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Figure B.1-15  Display Panel: Proposed Kiggavik Project
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C-1. COMMENT FORMS 

Comment forms were available at the entrance to the open houses and participants were 
encouraged to complete one.  The comment for prepared for the 2012 open houses is shown 
below. 
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C-2. SIGNIFICANCE WORKBOOK 

A significance Workbook was prepared as an aid for the significance workshops held.  The 
Significance Workbook is shown below in English and Inuktitut. 
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Figure D.1-1 Sign-In Sheet – Arviat 
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Figure D.1-2 Sign-In Sheet Baker Lake  
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Figure D.1-3 Sign-In Sheets Chesterfield Inlet 
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Figure D.1-4 Sign-In Sheets Coral Harbour 
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Figure D.1-5-1 Sign-In Sheets Rankin Inlet 
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Figure D.1-5-2 Sign-In Sheets Rankin Inlet 
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Figure D.1-5-3 Sign-In Sheets Rankin Inlet 
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Figure D.1-6 Sign-In Sheets Repulse Bay 
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Figure D.1-6 Sign-In Sheets Whale Cove 
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Photo E-1 Open House at Baker Lake Open House 

 

 
Photo E-2 Radiation Protection Demonstration Coral Harbour Open House 
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Photo E-3 Group discussion at Coral Harbour Open House 

 
 
 
 

 
Photo E-4 Group discussion at Repulse Bay Open House 
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Photo E-5 Chesterfield Inlet Open House 

 
 
 

 
Photo E-6 Chesterfield Inlet Open House 
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Photo E-7 Rankin Inlet Open House 

 

 
Photo E-8 Group Discussion at Whale Cove Open House 

 
 


