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NIRB File No. 09MN003 
 

July 6, 2011 
 
To: Kiggavik Distribution List 
 
Sent via email 
 
Re: Next steps in the NIRB’s review of AREVA Resources Canada Inc.’s “Kiggavik” 

project 
 

 
Dear Parties: 

On June 2, 2011 the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB or Board) received correspondence 
from AREVA Resources Canada Inc. (AREVA) providing an anticipated date of November 30, 
2011 for the submission of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the NIRB’s 
review of the Kiggavik project proposal.  Consequently, the NIRB has updated the anticipated 
timelines for the review of the Kiggavik project based on this submission date (see attached 
Appendix A) and is forwarding it to parties to allow for required planning and updating of 
contribution agreements as may be necessary. 

Upon receipt of the DEIS, the NIRB anticipates that it would take approximately 15 days to 
conduct an internal review of the material to determine whether the DEIS addresses the 
provisions of the guidelines.  Once completed and the DEIS is deemed satisfactory by the NIRB, 
parties will be given an opportunity to submit information requests (IRs).  Please note that, 
should the current anticipated timelines prove accurate, the Board will adjust its standard 30 day 
timeline for the submission of IRs to account for the holiday season. 

Once IRs have been received by the NIRB on the DEIS, the NIRB will forward the IRs to the 
Proponent and other parties as deemed necessary.  The time required for submission of an 
adequate IR response is primarily Proponent-driven; however, the NIRB may exercise its 
discretion and establish an acceptable timeline for the Proponent’s response if deemed 
appropriate.   

The NIRB also anticipates that it may host additional community information sessions this 
upcoming fall/winter throughout the Kivalliq region to provide information and materials 
related to uranium mining and uranium issues and to promote effective public participation 
in the NIRB’s review process.  More details and advance notice of these potential sessions 
will be forthcoming at a later date. 
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If you have any questions or require further clarification related to the review process, please do 
not hesitate to contact me directly at (867) 793-4633 or sgranchinho@nirb.ca. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Sophia Granchinho 
Technical Advisor 
 
cc:  Frederic Guerin, AREVA Resources Canada 
 Diane Martens, AREVA Resources Canada 
 
Attachment:  Appendix A: Anticipated Timeline for the NIRB’s Review of the Kiggavik Project 
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Appendix A:  
Anticipated Timeline for the NIRB’s Review of the Kiggavik Project 

 



Anticipated Timeline for the NIRB’s Review of the Kiggavik Project1 

Draft EIS (DEIS) Submission 

Mar 12, 2010 

Guideline Conformity Review 

DEIS distributed for public  
technical review 

Reject Accept 

Parties submit Information  
Requests (IRs) to NIRB – NIRB  
forwards IRs to relevant parties 

Parties submit technical review 
comments  

NIRB Issues PHC Report 

Pre-Hearing Conference 

Technical Meeting 

Responses to IRs submitted 

Draft Scope released for review 

Public scoping meetings  

EIS Guidelines issued to Proponent 

Minister refers Project for  
Part 5 Review 

Revised Draft Scope + Draft EIS 
Guidelines released for comment 

The Proponent will develop a Draft 
EIS submission with the issued EIS 
Guidelines based on its own timeta-
ble, making this section of the re-

view completely Proponent-driven.   

The Proponent has indicated that its 
anticipated date for the submission of 
a Draft EIS to the NIRB is November 

30, 2011. 

Nov 30, 2011 

Mar 2, 2010 

Dec 15, 2011 

Jan 24, 2012 

Feb 24, 2012 

Apr 25, 2012 

May 15, 2012 

- Continued on next page - 

Apr 25 - May 
10, 2010 

Nov 15, 2010 

Feb 9, 2011 Scope finalized + Revised EIS 
Guidelines released for comment  

Guidelines development workshop 
Mar 22 - Mar 

24, 2011 

Participant funding announced (Mar 
12) 

 NIRB 

Proponent 

May 3, 2011 

IR Responses distributed 

Proponent responds to comments 
May 4, 2012 

May 10, 2012 

Jun 14, 2012 

Community information session Mar 21, 2011 

Feb 17, 2012 

Jan 27, 2012 

Minister’s decision on participant 
funding (Aug 10) 

INAC issue participant funding 
(Nov 15) 

Community information sessions 
held 

Jan 30 - Feb 
10, 2012 

The Proponent will develop a Final 
EIS with the issued PHC compli-

ance report based on its own time-
table, making this section of the 

review Proponent-driven.  

The time required for submission of 
an adequate IR response is primari-
ly Proponent-driven.  For the pur-

poses of budget forecasting the 
NIRB is anticipating that three 

weeks may be required by the Pro-
ponent to formulate an acceptable 

IR Response Package.  



Anticipated Timeline for the NIRB’s Review of the Kiggavik Project1  

Review for compliance with PHC 

Final  EIS (FEIS) Submission 

Technical Review of FEIS 

Parties submit technical review 

Final Hearing 

Reject Accept 

Day 1 

Day 15 

Day 75 

Day 90 

NIRB Issues Final Report  
to Minister 

Day 126 

Day 171 
NIRB issues Project Certificate 

NIRB Part 7 Monitoring begins 

Minister’s Decision2 

NIRB Project Certificate Workshop 

Reject Approve 

Day 156 

Day 125 

- Continued from previous - 

Notes: 1 = Timelines may change based on project-specific circumstances and subject to the NIRB’s discretion. 
 2 = The timeline for the Minister’s Decision is independent of the NIRB. 

 NIRB 

Proponent 

The NIRB’s PHC compliance re-
view may result in a negative deci-
sion, where extensive revisions to 
the submission and a second com-

pliance review are required.  


